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Basic Christianity  

Introduction 

A. The Presuppositions of 

Salvation 

 1. The Character of God 

a. God is Holy - Hab. 1:13, Is. 6:1-3 

b. God is Gracious, Loving & 

Merciful  - Eph. 2:4-5, Titus 2:5 
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 2. The Depravity of Man 

a. Man is dead in trespasses and sin 

- Eph. 2:1 

b. Man is not seeking after God - 

Rom. 3:10-11 

c. Man's good deeds are worthless 

before God            - Is. 64:6 

d. Man is separated from God and 

guilty  before  God - Is. 59:1-2 and 

Rom. 3:19 

 3. The Purposes of God 

a. God desires to bring glory to 

Himself- Eph. 1:6, 12 & 14 

b. God desires to bring man back to 

Himself - 2 Pet. 3:9 

B. The Provision of Salvation 
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1. The Atonement 

a. The word means "to cover“ 

b. The O.T. idea is seen in "Yom 

Kipper" 

c. Jesus Christ provides the 

substitutionary atonement for us - 

1 Peter. 3:18 & Heb. 10 - Cp. Matt. 

20:28 and 1 Tim. 2:4&6 

2. Redemption 

a. The main word "agorazo" means 

"to buy out" or "to acquire" in the 

marketplace. The other  word 

"lytrosis" means "to buy back by 

paying a ransom" 

b. Jesus Christ bought us out of the 

slave  market through His blood 

sacrifice - Eph. 1:7, Col. 1:14 and 1 

Peter 1:18-19  
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3. Reconciliation 

 a. The N.T. Word, "katallasso", means 

a change of relationship from hostility 

to harmony and peace. 

 

b. Jesus Christ has brought us back 

into a friendly relationship with God - 

2 Cor. 5:18-21  

 4. Propitiation 

a.The N.T. word, "hilaskmai", means 

the  turning away of wrath by 

offering a sacrifice 

 

b.Jesus Christ is said to be our 

offering that  appeases the deserved 

wrath of God - Rom.  3:25-26, I John 

2:2, 4:10 and Heb. 9:5  

C. The Program of Salvation 
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 1. God's Part 

a. He calls us - John 7:37 

b. He draws us - John 6:35-37 

c. He convicts us - John 16:8-11 

2. Man's Part 

a. Responds with his whole being - 

Acts 2:37 

 

b. Repentance and faith - Acts 20:21 

 

D. The Products of Salvation 
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1. Regeneration 

a. The impartation of new life - Titus 

3:4-6 and Jn 3:3 

 

b. We are a new creation in Christ     

- 2 Cor. 5:17  

 2. Union with Christ 

a. We are now "in Christ“ 

 

b. Blessings of being "In Christ" - 

Eph 1:3,6,7,11,2:10,12; 3:12 

3. Justification 

•  a. Means "to declare righteous" - 

Rom. 3:24 

 

• b. We have peace with God - Rom. 

5:1 
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4. Adoption 

• a. Means "to set or place a child“ 

 

• b. Results - Rom 8:14-17 & John 

1:12 

E. The Process of Salvation 

1. Assurance - "I know I am 

saved“ (From the penalty of sin) 

a. A work of God's Spirit - Rom. 8:16, 

1 Jn. 5 

b. Told to examine self - 2 Cor. 13:5 



9/17/2018 

8 

2. Sanctification -"I am being 

saved" (1 Cor. 1:18) (From the 

power of sin) 

a. Definition - The process of 

spiritual growth that occurs after 

salvation 

b. Romans 6-8 describes for us the 

process 

c. Good works are a result of 

salvation - See 1 Jn. 2:6, Eph. 2:10 

and Titus 2:14 

d. Conduits for spiritual growth 

1) God’s Word – 1 Peter 2:2 

2) God’s Spirit – 2 Corinthians 3:18 

3) God’s People – Hebrews 10:24-25 

4) God’s Discipline – Hebrews 12:4ff 

5) God’s Trials – James 1:2-4 

 

 

3. Glorification - "I will be saved"                

        (From the presence of sin)  

•  a. We are waiting for full 

redemption - Rom. 8:18-25 & Phil. 

3:20-21  

 

• b. We will be like Jesus Christ –  

• 1 Jn. 3:2-3 
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F. The Permanence of Salvation 

• a. I am kept by God's power              

- 1 Peter 1:5 and  Jn. 10:27-30 

• b. I am kept for God's purposes - 

Phil. 1:6, Rom. 8:29-30  

• c. I can be confident in my eternal 

security- 2 Tim. 1:12 and Rom. 

8:38-39  

Basic Christianity  
Expressing & Evaluating 

Real Love- 1 John 4:7-12 

Why this stuff about love  

•  It’s Biblically based 

•  It deals with the real issues in us 

•  It effects every area in our life 

•  Areas – Marriage, Parenting, Work, 

Church, Neighbors, Etc.  
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Introduction:  

A Love Story 

Everyday we face “love” 

challenges 

• Someone sins against me 

• Someone annoys me 

• Someone has a need 

• Someone wastes my time  

• Someone crowds my space 

• Someone is so different than me 

 

 

“Love means never having to say your 

sorry" – Erich Segal 

“Love is eternal. The aspect of it may 

change, but the essence remains the 

same.” - Vincent van Gogh 

“Love: The irresistible desire to be 

irresistibly desired.” - Mark Twain 

 

“Tis better to have loved and lost 

Than never to have loved at all.” - Alfred 

Tennyson  
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A. I should express and evaluate 

my love in light of my 

Responsibility to God 

1 John 4:7a - Beloved, let us love one 

another....  

Definitions 
• Beloved = Believers = Beloved of 

God – those who have experienced 

the love of God - See also  1 John 

3:2, 1 John 3:21, 1 John 4:1 & 1 

John 4:11  

• Love – “agapeo” – divine 

unconditional love in contrast to 

“eros” – sensual love and “phileo” – 

friendship love 

1.God has an expectation for His 

children 

 

2. God has an exhortation for His 

children 

1 John 3:11 - For this is the message 

that you heard from the beginning, 

that we should love one another.  
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1 John 2:7-11 - Brethren, I write no new 

commandment to you, but an old commandment 

which you have had from the beginning. The old 

commandment is the word which you heard from the 

beginning. Again, a new commandment I write to 

you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because 

the darkness is passing away, and the true light is 

already shining. He who says he is in the light, and 

hates his brother, is in darkness until now. He who 

loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no 

cause for stumbling in him. But he who hates his 

brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and 

does not know where he is going, because the 

darkness has blinded his eyes. 

B. I should express and evaluate 

my love in light my Relationship 

with God 

1 John 4:7b-8 - ... for love is of God; and 

everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. He who does not love does 

not know God, for God is love. 

Clarifications 

• To be born – Greek “gemao” – 

happened in the past with ongoing 

results (perf. tense) 

• To know – Greek “ginosko” – to 

know something by experience 

(pres. tense  shows this is a 

ongoing reality now)  
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1. God is the author of love 

 
“The argument is clear, is it not? It is 

so simple. It is no good claiming that 

you know God if the love of God is 

not found in your life…..   

John's argument is, if the life of God 

is present in us, then the love of God 

will be there too.” - Ray Steadman 

2. God possess the attribute of love 

 

 
 

“There is nothing you can to do make 

God love you more! There is nothing 

you can do to make God love you 

less! His love in Unconditional, 

Impartial, Everlasting, Infinite, 

Perfect!” - Richard C. Halverson 

As John R. W. Stott says, "This is the 

most comprehensive and sublime of 

all the biblical affirmations of God's 

being. It means that at the root of all 

God does is love” 
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It is not enough to say God loves. At 

the very essence of God is love. 

Take away love and God is no 

longer God. 

3. If we know Him and we are His 

children there will be a family 

resemblance 

See John 4:23-24 and 1 John 1:5 - 

also 2:29, 3:9, 5:1, 4 & 18  
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C.  I should express and evaluate 

my love in light of my Revelation 

from God 

1 John 4:9 - In this the love of God was 

manifested toward us, that God has 

sent His only begotten Son into the 

world, that we might live through Him. 

Clarifications 

• Manifest = “phanero” – to make 
evident, to make clear, to reveal 
(Aor. Tense, completed past 
action) 

• Sent – “apostello” – to send as an 
official representative 

• Only begotten = “monogenes” – 
one of a kind  

1. Because of Jesus Christ we see a 

clear picture of God's love 

 

2. Because of Jesus Christ we see a 

clear price in God's love 

 

3. Because of Jesus Christ we see a 

clear purpose for God's love 

See John 1:14 & 18 and John 3:16  
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During the 17th century, Oliver Cromwell, 

Lord Protector of England, sentenced a 

soldier to be shot for his crimes. The  

execution was to take place at the ringing of 

the evening curfew bell. However, the bell did 

not sound. The soldier's fiancé had  

climbed into the belfry and clung to the great 

clapper of the bell to prevent it from striking. 

When she was summoned by  

Cromwell to account for her actions, she wept 

as she showed him her bruised and bleeding 

hands. Cromwell's heart was touched and he 

said, "Your lover shall live because of your 

sacrifice. Curfew shall not ring tonight!" 

D. I should express and evaluate 

my love in light of my Role model 

in God. 

1 John 4:10 - In this is love, not that 

we loved God, but that He loved us 

and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 

Explanation 

• But – Greek “allos” – strongest 
contrast 

• Propitiation – Greek “Ilasmos” – 
satisfaction of the righteous 
requirements of a holy God’s 
justice. 

• Luke 18:13, Romans 3:25, Hebrews 
9:5 and 1 John 2:2 
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1.God demonstrated His love 

unconditionally 

 

2.God demonstrated His love 

voluntarily 

 

 
See also Romans 5:6-11  

3.  God demonstrated His love 

sacrificially 

1 John 3:16-17 - By this we know love, 

because He laid down His life for us. 

And we also ought to lay down our 

lives for the brethren. But whoever has 

this world’s goods, and sees his 

brother in need, and shuts up his heart 

from him, how does the love of God 

abide in him?  
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A certain medieval monk announced he 

would be preaching next Sunday evening 

on "The Love of God." As the shadows fell 

and the light ceased to come in through the 

cathedral windows, the congregation 

gathered. In the darkness of the altar, the 

monk lighted a candle and carried it to the 

crucifix. First of all, he illumined the crown 

of thorns, next, the two wounded hands, 

then the marks of the spear wound. In the 

hush that fell, he blew out the candle and 

left the chancel. There was nothing else.  

 

All For Love 

Ephesians 5:1 -2 - Therefore  be 

imitators of God as dear children.  And 

walk in love, as Christ also has loved 

us and given Himself for us, an 

offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweet-smelling aroma. 
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E. I should express and evaluate 

my love in light of my Response 

to God 

1 John 4:11- Beloved, if God so loved us, 

we also ought to love one another. 

Ought = “opheileo” = morally 

obligated (pres. tense, ongoing debt) 

1.The depth of God's love 

 

2.The duty because of God's love 

 

Romans 13:8 - Owe no one anything 

except to love one another, for he 

who loves another has fulfilled the 

law.  

Love so amazing, so divine, demands 

my heart my life my all - “When I Survey 

the Wondrous Cross” 
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F. I should express and evaluate 

my love in light of my Reward 

from God 

1 John 4:12 - No one has seen God at 

any time. If we love one another, God 

abides in us, and His love has been 

perfected in us. 

Meaning 

• At any time = ever 

• Abides – remains continually  

• Perfected – “teleioo” – bring to 

completion or a goal – see 1 John 

2:5 & 4:17-18 

1. Our God is invisible 

2. Divine love is a visible sign of His 

presence in us 

 

See also John 14:34-35 and 1 John 

2:5  

“Men today are not acquainted very 

much with the Gospel according to 

Matthew, or Luke, or John, but every 

man is somewhere reading the Gospel 

according to you” – Ray Steadman 
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1 John 4:17-19 - Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we 

may have boldness in the day of 

judgment; because as He is, so are 

we in this world. There is no fear in 

love; but perfect love casts out fear, 

because fear involves torment. But he 

who fears has not been made perfect 

in love. We love Him because He first 

loved us.  

In essentials, unity.  

In non-essentials, liberty.  

In all things, charity.  

 

Augustine 

“If We Are the Body” 
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So….What’s it to me? 

1. In what ways is the love I express 

often unlike God’s love? 

 

 

2. How can I better imitate the kind 

of love that God expresses?  


