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Basic Christianity

Grasping and Growing in 

True Liberty - John 8:31-36

Introduction

Freedom

-Freedom is the oxygen of the 

soul. ~Moshe Dayan

- Order without liberty and liberty 

without order are equally 

destructive. ~Theodore Roosevelt

- Freedom is nothing else but a chance 

to be better. ~Albert Camus
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Freedom’s Just another word for 

nothing left to lose – Janis Joplin

We are free, truly free, when we don't 

need to rent our arms to anybody in 

order to be able to lift a piece of bread 

to our mouths. ~ Ricardo Flores 

Magon, speech, May 31, 1914 

“There are two freedoms - the false, 

where a man is free to do what he 

likes; the true, where he is free to do 

what he ought.” ~ Charles Kingsley

A. Jesus can set us free from 

intellectual bondage, giving us 

new life.

John 8: 31-32 - Then Jesus said to 

those Jews who believed Him, "If 

you abide in My word, you are My 

disciples indeed. And you shall 

know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free."
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1.  As I live in this world I am 

affected by many deceptive 

voices.

John 8:44 -"You are of your father the 

devil, and the desires of your father you 

want to do. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he 

speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 

resources, for he is a liar and the father of 

it.

Some Sources of Lies

• Lies of Satan – John 8:44

• Lies of sin - Hebrews 3:13

• Lies of self – James 1:22

• Lies of society – Mark 4:19

We live in a culture of lies
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2. What I believe effects how I live.

Proverbs 23:7 - “For as he thinks in his 

heart, so is he.....”

John 17:16-17 - They are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world. 

Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word 

is truth.

Examples

• If I believe money brings security  

or happiness, I will do whatever I 

can to make sure I have money.

• If I believe what others think about 

me defines me, I will work to make 

others think well of me. 

3. When I come to know Jesus 

Christ (who is the truth) and 

understand His Word I am set free 

from the lies of the world.

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, "I am 

the way, the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except 

through Me.
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Colossians 2:8 - Beware lest anyone 

cheat you through philosophy and 

empty deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, according to the 

basic principles of the world, and not 

according to Christ.

Examples

• Man is not the end all of the 

universe, Jesus Christ is

• This life is not all that there is. 

There is another time and another 

place where justice and 

righteousness reigns  

So…What’s it to me?
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I need to choose the liberating 

truth of Jesus Christ over the 

enslaving lies of this world.

John 7:46-47 - The officers answered, 

“No man ever spoke like this Man!” 

Then the Pharisees answered them, 

“Are you also deceived?
.

B. Jesus can set us free from 

behavioral bondage, giving us 

abundant life

John 8:33-34 - They answered Him, 

"We are Abraham's descendants, and 

have never been in bondage to 

anyone. How can you say, 'You will be 

made free'?" Jesus answered them, 

"Most assuredly, I say to you, 

whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.

1. My physical birth gives me no 

guarantee of real freedom

John 3:1& 3 - “There was a man of the 

Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of 

the Jews... Jesus answered and said to 

him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again, he cannot see 

the kingdom of God."
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2. When I give in to sin I become 

its slave and lose my freedom

2 Peter 2:19 -While they promise them 

liberty, they themselves are slaves of 

corruption; for by whom a person is 

overcome, by him also he is brought 

into bondage.

Examples

• Speech

• Food

• Other Addictions

3. A new birth in Jesus Christ 

sets me free from the bondage of 

sin.

Romans 6:17-18 -But God be thanked 

that though you were slaves of sin, yet 

you obeyed from the heart that form of 

doctrine to which you were delivered. 

And having been set free from sin, 

you became slaves of righteousness. 
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Romans 8:13 - For if you live 

according to the flesh you will die; 

but if by the Spirit you put to death 

the deeds of the body, you will live

So…What’s it to me?

I need to choose the liberating 

life from Christ over the 

enslaving bondage of sin and 

Satan.

John 10:10 - The thief does not come 

except to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy. I have come that they may 

have life, and that they may have it 

more abundantly. 
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C. Jesus can set us free from 

eternal bondage, giving us 

everlasting life

John 8:35-36 - "And a slave does not 

abide in the house forever, but a son 

abides forever. Therefore if the Son 

makes you free, you shall be free 

indeed.”
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1. When I accept Jesus Christ as 

Savior I become a child of God.

John 1:12-13 - But as many as 

received Him, to them He gave the 

right to become children of God, to 

those who believe in His name: who 

were born, not of blood, nor of the will 

of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 

of God.

2. As a child of God I have the 

promise of eternal life in heaven

John 6:40 - "And this is the will of Him 

who sent Me, that everyone who sees 

the Son and believes in Him may have 

everlasting life; and I will raise him up 

at the last day."-

John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, 

that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent.
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3.  I need no longer be in 

bondage through the fear death.

Hebrews 2:14-15 - Inasmuch then as 

the children have partaken of flesh 

and blood, He Himself likewise 

shared in the same, that through 

death He might destroy him who had 

the power of death, that is, the devil, 

and release those who through fear 

of death were all their lifetime subject 

to bondage.

So…What’s it to me?

I need to choose the liberating 

assurance in Christ over the 

enslaving bondage of doubt and 

fear.
John 5:24 - “Most assuredly, I say to 

you, he who hears My word and 

believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come 

into judgment, but has passed from 

death into life.”
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Basic Christianity

Discovering and Doing 

the Will of God

The Most Important Place To Be

Colossians 4:12 - Epaphras, who is one of 

you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, 

always laboring fervently for you in 

prayers, that you may stand perfect and 

complete in all the will of God. 

The center of God’s Will !!!

This is what God is leading me to.

Hebrews 13:20 - 21 - Now may the God 

of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus 

from the dead, that great Shepherd of the 

sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 

covenant, make you complete in every good 

work to do His will, working in you what is 

well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen
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Our misconceptions about “God’s 

Will” may be that we think that it is 

mainly:

• Where we will live

• Where we will go to college

• Who we will date/marry

• What job we should take

• Where we should go to church

In reality, these elements of God’s will 

are small dots within a greater sphere 

of what we know to be God’s will.

We pursue the dots and often are 

frustrated and not sure whether or 

not we have actually landed on the 

right dots.

Our paradigm is one of finding 

and connecting the dots.

Get all the dots right and connect them 

and you got “the Will of God.”
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Worse yet, sometimes we feel finding 

the dots is like playing darts 

blindfolded.

There is a better and probably more 

Biblical way to look at God’s Will.

We are not “on God’s Will” but “in 

God’s Will” hence the following 

paradigm:

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?
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1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

Colossians 2:9-10 -For in Him 

dwells all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily; and you are 

complete in Him, who is the head of 

all principality and power.

1 Timothy 2:3-4 - For this is good 

and acceptable in the sight of God 

our Savior, who desires all men to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth.

See 2 Peter 3:9

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

1. Salvation

1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10
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Being in Christ

See Ephesians 1:3, Ephesians 

1:7, Ephesians 2:6 and 2 

Corinthians 5:17

2. In Surrender – Romans 12:1-2

Romans 12:1-2 - And not only as we 

had hoped, but they first gave 

themselves to the Lord, and then to 

us by the will of God.

See also 2 Corinthians 8:5

Am I surrendered?
• Are my eyes His?

• Are my ears His?

• Is my mouth His?

• Are my hands His?

• Are my feet His

• Is my mind His

• Are my plans His?

We can’t sing “I surrender all, sort 

of.” .



9/24/2018

17

2. Consecration

2. In Surrender – Romans 12:1-2

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

1. Salvation

1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

Some Simple Instructions

1. No “pornia” – 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7

2. Rejoice, Pray, Give Thanks –

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

3. Doing Good – 1 Peter 2:15

4. No unequal yokes – 2 Corinthians 6:14

5. Suffer only for Good – 1 Peter 4:19

3. In the Spirit – Ephesians 5:17-18

Ephesians 5:17-18 - Therefore do 

not be unwise, but understand 

what the will of the Lord is.  And 

do not be drunk with wine, in 

which is dissipation; but be filled 

with the Spirit.
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How to be filled with the Spirit

• Make sure we are right with God 
and others

• Make sure every area is yielded up 
to God

• Ask the Lord to control us in every 
moment and in every way

• See Colossians 3:16-17

2. Consecration

2. In Surrender – Romans 12:1-2

3. In the Spirit – Ephesians 5:17-18

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

1. Salvation

1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

3. Control

Jesus take the wheel!!!
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4. In Sync –Ephesians 2:10

Ephesians 2:10 - For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should 

walk in them. 

Why On Earth Am I Here?

1. I was planned for God’s pleasure – Worship

2. I was formed for God’s family – Fellowship

3. I was created to be  like Jesus Christ - Discipleship

4. I was shaped for God’s service – Ministry

5. I was made for God’s mission - Outreach

2. Consecration

2. In Surrender – Romans 12:1-2

3. In the Spirit – Ephesians 5:17-18

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

4. In Sync –Ephesians 2:10

1. Salvation

1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

3. Control

4. Purpose
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5. In Step – Colossians 1:9-12

Colossian 1:9-12 - For this reason we also, 

since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray 

for you, and to ask that you may be filled with 

the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 

spiritual understanding; that you may walk 

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him….

…being fruitful in every good work 

and increasing in the knowledge of 

God; strengthened with all might, 

according to His glorious power, 

for all patience and longsuffering 

with joy; giving thanks to the 

Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the 

saints in the light.

God’s Daily Goals for Us

▪ Being Fruitful

▪ Increasing in the knowledge of 

God

▪ Strengthened with all might

▪ Giving thanks with joy
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2. Consecration

2. In Surrender – Romans 12:1-2

3. In the Spirit – Ephesians 5:17-18

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

4. In Sync –Ephesians 2:10

5. In Step – Colossians 1:9-12

1. Salvation

1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

3. Control

4. Purpose

5. Walk

6. In Sophia (Wisdom) 

– Proverbs 1:20-22

Proverbs 1:20-22 - Wisdom calls aloud 

outside; She raises her voice in the open 

squares. She cries out in the chief 

concourses, At the openings of the gates in 

the city, She speaks her words: "How long, 

you simple ones, will you love simplicity? 

For scorners delight in their scorning, And 

fools hate knowledge.

Proverbs 4:5-7 - Get wisdom! Get 

understanding! Do not forget, nor 

turn away from the words of my 

mouth. Do not forsake her, and she 

will preserve you; Love her, and she 

will keep you.

Wisdom is the principal 

thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in 

all your getting, get understanding.
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2. Consecration

2. In Surrender – Romans 12:1-2

3. In the Spirit - Ephesians 5:16-17

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

4. In Sync –Ephesians 2:10

6. In Sophia (Wisdom) – Proverbs 1:20-22

5. In Step – Colossians 1:9-12

1. Salvation

1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

3. Control

4. Purpose

5. Walk

6. Counsel

7. In Specifics – Romans 1:10-11

Romans 1:10-11 - Making request 

if, by some means, now at last I 

may find a way in the will of God to 

come to you. For I long to see you, 

that I may impart to you some 

spiritual gift, so that you may be 

established—

Within the “will of God” it is much 

easier to know God’s leading and to 

be directed to

The right mate

The right college

The right job

The right place to live

The right church
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An important condition

John 7:17 - If anyone wills to do His 

will, he shall know concerning the 

doctrine, whether it is from God or 

whether I speak on My own authority.

God doesn’t reveal His will to us for our 

approval or modification but for complete 

obedience. 

2. Consecration

2. In Surrender – 2 Corinthians 8:5

3. In the Spirit – Ephesians 5:17-18

Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

4. In Sync –Ephesians 2:10

6. In Sophia (Wisdom) – Proverbs 1:20-22

5. In Step – Colossians 1:9-12

7. In Specifics – Romans 1:10-11

1. Salvation

1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

3. Control

4. Purpose

7. Direction

5. Walk

6. Counsel

Understanding

1 John 5:14-15

Now this is the confidence that we have 

in Him, that if we ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us. And if we know 

that He hears us, whatever we ask, we 

know that we have the petitions that we 

have asked of Him. 
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❑2. Consecration

❑2. In Surrender – Romans 12:1-2

❑3. In the Spirit – Ephesians 5:17-18

❑Am I In the Center of God’s Will?

❑4. In Sync –Ephesians 2:10

❑6. In Sophia (Wisdom) – Proverbs 1:20-22

❑5. In Step – Colossians 1:9-12

❑7. In Specifics – Romans 1:10-11

❑1. Salvation

❑1. In the Savior – Colossians 2:9-10

❑3. Control

❑4. Purpose

❑7. Direction

❑5. Walk

❑6. Counsel


