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Christmas Portraits  

 

Date – Sunday, November 29, 2020 - Focus on the Old Testament Prophets 

 

Bible Readings: 

Isaiah 7:14 - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 - For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 

throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 

Observation questions 

1. What names are given the Messiah in these verses? 

 

 

2.  What are the characteristics of His kingdom? 

 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

 

Quote of the Day: “What a difference it makes in our lives that Jesus Christ came and died for our 

sins! And what a difference it will make in this world when He comes to sit on David’s throne and 

rule righteously!” - Dr. Warren Wiersbe in With the Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date – Monday, November 30, 2020 - Focus on the Old Testament Prophets 

 

Bible Readings: 

Micah 5:2 - But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 

old, from ancient days.  

 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 –“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, 

“That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And 

execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will 

dwell safely; 

Now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

 

Observation questions 

1. What names are given the Messiah in these verses? 

 

 

2.  What are the characteristics of His kingdom? 

 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day: “Have you ever heard of this as a plank in a political platform?.... I’ve heard 

politicians make almost every other claim under the sun but that one! They wouldn’t dare make it. 

But righteousness will characterize the kingdom when the Lord Jesus Christ reigns.”– Dr. J. 

Vernon McGee in Thru the Bible  
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Date – Tuesday, December 1, 2020 - Focus on Zacharias 

 

Bible Readings: Luke 1:5-12 - In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name 

was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 

commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, 

and both were advanced in years. 8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his 

division was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the 

temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying 

outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the 

right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell 

upon him.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What was Zacharias’ job? 

 

2. How is he and his wife’s walk with God described? 

 

3. What major need did they have? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day: “Because of the large number of priests this would be the only time in 

Zechariah’s life when he was allowed to perform this task. As elsewhere in Scripture, the 

sovereignty of God is stressed even in matters which seem like chance, as in the casting of a lot.” 

Dr. John A. Martin in the Bible Knowledge Commentary  
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Date – Wednesday, December 2, 2020 - Focus on Zacharias 

 

Bible Reading: Luke 1:13-20 – “But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 

prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 

John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be 

great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the 

Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the 

Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 

the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the 

Lord a people prepared.” 18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am 

an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I 

stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 

And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, 

because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.”  

 

Observation Question: 

1. What was the angel’s promise to Zacharias? 

 

2. What was Zacharias response to this promise? 

 

3. How did God chasten Zacharias for his unbelief? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day: “If an angel said to you, ‘Your prayer is heard,’ what would it mean for you? 

What is the “too good to be true” news in your life? You may have given up believing God can 

bring it about.” – Dr. Bruce Larsen in The Preachers Commentary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date – Thursday, December 3, 2020 - Focus on Elizabeth 

 

Bible Readings: Luke 1:39-45 – “In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill 

country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 

And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 

should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in 

my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.”  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What is the reaction of Elizabeth’s baby to Mary’s baby?  

 

 

2. What is the reaction of Elizabeth to Mary’ baby? 

 

 

3. What is the reaction of Elizabeth to Mary? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “She (Elizabeth) believed God. Now she encourages Mary. Mary is a young 

woman and Elisabeth is an old woman. Elisabeth had walked with God for many years and she 

assures her that there would be a performance of those things which had been revealed to her”.  – 

Dr J. Vernon McGee in Thru the Bible 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date –Friday, December 4, 2020 - Focus on Elizabeth 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 1:57-63 - Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a 

son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and 

they rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would 

have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called 

John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 And they made 

signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet 

and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered.  

 

 

Observation Questions 

1. What were Elizabeth and Zacharias pressured to do? 

 

2. Who was pressuring them? 

 

3. How did they respond? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “Several verses then focus on and emphasize the obedience of Zechariah and 

Elizabeth. The old couple was careful to follow the Law in the circumcision of the boy. Though 

others objected, Elizabeth said that he was to be named John, which Zechariah confirmed in 

writing.” – Dr. Bruce Larsen in The Bible Knowledge Commentary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date – Saturday, December 5, 2020 - Focus on Mary 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 1:30- 35, 38 - And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 

the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will 

this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 

holy—the Son of God…. 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.  

 

Observation Questions: 

1. What is the angel’s promise to Mary? 

 

2. What seems impossible about this to Mary? 

 

3. What is Mary’s response to this news? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “Mary was in an extremely embarrassing and difficult position. Betrothed to 

Joseph, she faced the stigma of unwed motherhood. Joseph would obviously have known that the 

child was not his. She knew she would be accused of adultery—an offense punishable by stoning. 

Yet she willingly and graciously submitted to the will of God”. – Dr. John MacArthur in The 

MacArthur Study Bible  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date – Sunday, December 6, 2020 - Focus on Mary 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 1:46-55 - And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit 

rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, 

from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things for 

me, and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 

generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

their hearts; 52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble 

estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has 

helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham 

and to his offspring forever.”  

 

Observation Question: 

1. What is Mary’s song primarily about? 

 

2. How does she view herself? 

 

3. How does she view God? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

  

Quote of the Day – “This section, commonly called the Magnificat, in many ways resembles 

Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving and praise to God recorded in I Samuel 2:1–10. It illustrates 

Mary’s rich acquaintance with the Old Testament Scriptures and the closeness of her fellowship 

with the Lord.” – Dr. James A Borland in The KJV Bible Commentary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date – Monday, December 7, 2020 - Focus on Joseph 

 

Bible Reading – Matthew 1:18-25 - Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her 

to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not 

until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What kind of man is Joseph described as? 

 

2. What did he intend to about he and Mary’s situation? 

 

3. What was his response to the angelic visit? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “God made no mistake in choosing him (Joseph) either. A hotheaded man 

would immediately have had her stoned to death or would have made her a public example by 

exposing her. But Joseph was not that kind of man. He was a gentle person. He was in love with 

her, and he did not want to hurt her in any way, although he felt that she had been unfaithful to 

him.” – Dr. J Vernon Mc Gee in Thru the Bible  
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Date –Tuesday, December 8, 2020 - Focus on Joseph 

 

Bible Reading – Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 - Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to 

Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 

him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and 

remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” …19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to 

the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the 

child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was 

reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a 

dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so 

that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What two events are described here? 

 

2. How does Joseph respond to each? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “Under cover of darkness, Joseph obeyed, and his family left Bethlehem (see a 

map) and journeyed into Egypt. Why Egypt? The Messiah was sent to and returned from Egypt so 

that the prophet’s words, ‘Out of Egypt I called My Son’, might be fulfilled.“ – Dr. Louis A. 

Barbieri, Jr. in The Bible Knowledge Commentary  
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Date –Wednesday, December 9, 2020 - Focus on the Inn Keeper 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 2:1-7 – In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 

was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 

child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What condition did Mary come to Bethlehem in? 

 

2. Where did she wind up having her baby? 

 

3. Who was responsible for this and why? 

 

 Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “Most of us have seen countless Sunday school pageants portraying these 

events of Jesus’ birth, and invariably the innkeeper is cast as something of a villain. But let’s not 

be hard on the innkeeper. He represents most of us. He is not a bad man, but a busy man.” – Dr. 

Lloyd Ogilive in The Preachers Commentary  
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Date –Thursday, December 10, 2020 - Focus on the Shepherds  

 

  Bible Reading – Luke 2:8-12 - And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to 

them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 

be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What were the Shepherds doing? 

 

2. What was there initial response to the angels? 

 

3. What was the angels’ message to them? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

 

Quote of the Day – “Through the angel, God tells the shepherds the meaning of this most 

significant event in cosmic history. The meaning is peace; Jesus’ birth is to bring peace, shalom, 

blessedness, fullness. This is the message from the angels to the shepherds and through them to us. 

Christ’s coming means peace” – Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie in The Preachers Commentary  
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Date – Friday, December 11, 2020 - Focus on the Shepherds 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 2:15-20 - When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 

them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What did the shepherds do after the angels left? 

 

2. What did they see in Bethlehem? 

 

3. What did they do with the event they had experienced? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “The shepherds went to see the Baby, and they told what the angels had related 

to them. The shepherds understood that the angels were speaking for the Lord. They believed the 

message and went to confirm it for themselves. This was much like the action of Mary after she 

had heard the message of Elizabeth. Such an attitude contrasts sharply with that of the religious 

leaders who knew where the Baby was to be born but did not take the time or the effort to confirm 

it for themselves.” Dr. John A. Martin in The Bible Knowledge Commentary  
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Date – Saturday, December 12, 2020 - Focus on the Angels 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 2:13-14 –  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among those with whom he is pleased!”  

 

Hebrews 1:5-6 - For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have 

begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6 And again, 

when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”  

 

 

Observation Questions 

1. At the birth of Christ what was the angelic realms response? 

 

2. What did God command the angels to do at Jesus birth? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

 

Quote of the Day – “The angels sang about Him, and He is still the theme of the greatest music. 

Luke wrote about Him, and He is still the subject of the greatest literature. The shepherds hastened 

to behold Him, and He is still at the center of the greatest art. Teachers listened to Him and 

marveled, and He is still the focal point for all truth and wisdom.” – Dr. Warren Wiersbe in With 

the Word  
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Date – Sunday, December 13, 2020 - Focus on the Magi 

 

Bible Reading – Matthew 2:1-2  - Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who 

has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  

 

Observation questions 

1. Where did the Magi come from?   

 

2. Who were they seeking? 

 

3. Why were they seeking him? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

 

Quote of the Day – “The number of wise men is not given. The traditional notion that there were 3 

stems from the number of gifts they brought. These were not kings, but Magi, magicians or 

astrologers—possibly Zoroastrian wise men from Persia whose knowledge of the Hebrew 

Scriptures could be traced back to the time of Daniel”  – Dr. John MacArthur from The MacArthur 

Study Bible  
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Date – Monday, December 14, 2020 - Focus on the Magi 

 

Bible Reading - Matthew 2:9-12 - After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 

the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where 

the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going 

into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 

Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And 

being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 

way.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. How were the Magi lead to Jesus’ location? 

 

2. What was there response to seeing the Child? 

 

3. What did they present Him with? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “It has been suggested that the gifts were in recognition of Jesus as King, Son 

of God, and the Suffering Savior. It is also significant that they worshiped him, indicating their 

recognition of the deity of the one whom they were worshiping.” – Dr. Ed Hinson in the KJV 

Bible Commentary 
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Date – Tuesday, December 15, 2020 - Focus on the Herod 

 

Bible Reading – Matthew 2:3-4, 7-8 - When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Christ was to be born….Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 

ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 

may come and worship him.”  

 

Observation Questions 

1.  What was Herod’s response to the news of Jesus’ birth? 

 

2.  Where did Herod speak to the Magi? 

 

3.  What reason did Herod give for wanting to find the Christ? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “This refers to Herod the Great, the first of several important rulers from the 

Herodian dynasty who are named in Scripture. This Herod, founder of the famous line, ruled from 

37–4 B.C. He is thought to have been Idumean, a descendant of the Edomites, offspring of Esau. 

Herod was ruthless and cunning. He loved opulence and grand building projects, and many of the 

most magnificent ruins that can be seen in modern Israel date back to the days of Herod the Great. 

His most famous project was the rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem.” – Dr. John MacArthur in 

The MacArthur Study Bible   
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Date – Wednesday, December 16, 2020 - Focus on the Herod 

 

Bible Reading – Matthew 2:16-18 – Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the 

wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 

region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the 

wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard 

in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 

comforted, because they are no more.” 

 

Observation Questions 

 

1. What emotional reaction did Herod experience? 

 

2. Who did he take his emotions out on? 

 

3. What was the result of his actions?  

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

 

Quote of the Day – “This is the historical record of the coming of the wise men. Notice that they 

came in the days of Herod the king. One thing that Herod did not want was competition. In fact, 

the one thing that Herod would not tolerate was competition. So the wise men coming to 

Jerusalem really alerted him.” - Dr. J. Vernon McGee in Thru the Bible  
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Date – Thursday, December 17, 2020 - Focus on the Residents of Bethlehem and Jerusalem 

 

Bible Readings   

Luke 2:18 - And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  

 

Matthew 2:3 - When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him…. 

 

Observation questions 

 

1. What was the response of those who the shepherds shared with? 

 

2. What was the response of those who the Magi shared with? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day - Wonderment at the mysteries of Christ’s words and works is one of the threads 

that runs through Luke’s gospel. Cf. Luke 2:19, 33, 47, 48; 1:21, 63; 4:22, 36; 5:9; 8:25; 9:43–45; 

11:14; 20:26; 24:12, 41. – Dr. John MacArthur in The MacArthur Study Bible    
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Date – Friday, December 18, 2020 - Focus on the forces of darkness 

 

Bible Readings 

Genesis 3:14-15 - The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you 

above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall 

eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  

 

Revelation 12:1-5 - And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 

moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying 

out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a 

great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His tail 

swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before 

the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 5 She 

gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was 

caught up to God and to his throne.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What promise does God give with reference to the woman’s seed” 

 

2.  What did the dragon want to do to the woman’s Child? 

 

3. Who is this Child and what will He do? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “The Child is Jesus Christ, and the woman represents Israel who brought the 

Savior into the world. The dragon is Satan who tried to keep Jesus from being born and attempted 

to kill Him after He was born. Satan wants to rule this world, and he will not submit to the King.” 

– Dr. Warren Wiersbe in With the Word  

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date – Saturday, December 19, 2020 - Focus on Simeon 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 2:25-35 - Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 

this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 

upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 

he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in 

his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising 

of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”  

 

 

Observation Questions 

1. What is Simeon said to be waiting for? 

 

2. What was his response when he saw Jesus? 

 

3. What blessing and promise did he give Mary? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “Before Christ was born, the Holy Spirit had ministered in a unique way to a 

man named Simeon, informing him that he would behold the long-promised Messiah before he 

died. Guided by the Holy Spirit, he entered the Temple at the precise moment that Mary and 

Joseph were there with the six-week-old child. He lifted the baby into his arms and uttered a 

special prophecy.” – Dr. Ed Hinson in The KJV Commentary  

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Portraits 

 

Date – Sunday, December 20, 2020 - Focus on Anna 

 

Bible Reading – Luke 2:36-39- And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when 

she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 

temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she 

began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  

 

 

Observation Questions 

1. What is Anna described as? 

 

2. How did she serve God at the temple? 

 

3. What was her response to Jesus? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

 

Quote of the Day – “This godly woman from the prophetic tradition continued the work Simeon 

had started. Anna was 84 years old and had devoted herself completely to the Lord’s service in the 

temple since her husband had died years before. She announced to all who were looking forward 

to the redemption of Jerusalem that the Messiah had come.” – Dr. John A. Martin in The Bible 

Knowledge Commentary  
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Date – Monday, December 21, 2020 - Focus on Jesus Christ 

 

Bible Reading –John 1:1-4, 16-18 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, 

and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the 

light of men….    16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law 

was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.   18 No one has ever seen 

God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.  

 

Observation Questions 

1. How is Jesus Christ described before His coming to earth? 

 

2. What role did He play in the creation? 

 

3. What has He done for us with reference to the invisible God 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “It means that what Jesus Christ did was to lead God out into the open. Do you 

know anything bigger than that? A little trip to the moon is nothing in comparison. Here He comes 

out of eternity past, the God of this universe, the Creator of everything, taking upon Himself 

human flesh, and bringing God out into the open so that men can know Him. My friend, the only 

way in the world you can know God is through this One, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ came to reveal 

God because He is God”. –Dr. J. Vernon McGee in Thru the Bible  
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Date – Tuesday, December 22, 2020 - Focus on Jesus Christ 

 

Bible Reading – Philippians 2:5-8 - Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross.  

 

 

Observation Questions 

1. How important was Jesus’ reputation to him? 

 

2. What form did Jesus take on? 

 

3. To what extent did Jesus obey God? 

     

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “In Jesus we find embodied the self-giving of God to persons and the self-

giving of a person to other persons. Jesus is the Lord who is servant, and Jesus is the servant who 

is Lord. As the Lord who is servant, Jesus identifies with human life so as to establish a 

redemptive relationship. As servant who is Lord, Jesus calls us to acknowledge his lordship 

through our servanthood. The grace of God in Jesus Christ calls us to a graciousness which is a 

self-abandonment to the love of God and the love of the neighbor.” – Dr. Thomas A. Langford in 

Christian Wholeness in The Preachers Commentary  
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Date – Wednesday, December 23, 2020 - Focus on Jesus Christ 

 

Bible Readings 

1 Timothy 1:15 - The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  

 

Hebrews 10:7-8 - Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me 

in the scroll of the book.’ ” 8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 

sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 

law),  

 

 

Observation Questions 

 

1. What is the purpose for Jesus Christ coming into this world? 

 

2. How is it, that Jesus is said to have come? 

 

3. Why did Jesus come? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “This is a very important verse of Scripture because it affirms that ‘Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’  He didn’t come to be the greatest teacher the world has 

ever known, although He was that. He didn’t come to set a moral example, but He did do that. He 

came into the world to save sinners.” – Dr. J. Vernon McGee in Thru the Bible   
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Date – Thursday, December 24, 2020 - Focus on Jesus Christ 

 

Bible Reading – Hebrews 1:1-3 - Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of 

God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…  

 

Observation Questions 

 

1. How has God spoken to us in the past? 

 

2. How has God spoken to us in these last days? 

 

3. How is Jesus Christ described? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

 Quote of the Day – “Jesus Christ is the Father’s last word. In Him, divine revelation is seen and 

heard in its fullness; and in Him, God’s revelation is complete. When we see Him, we see the 

Father. Through Christ, we understand where everything came from, where it is going, what keeps 

it going, and why it is here.” – Dr. Warren Wiersbe in With the Word   
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Date – Friday, December 25, 2020 – Focus on God the Father 

 

Bible Reading – John 3:16-17 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  

 

Observation Questions 

1.  What was God’s motive for giving His only Son? 

 

2. What is God’s promise in giving His only Son? 

 

3. What is God’s goal in giving His only Son? 

 

 Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the Day – “Now, how does God save? God saves by grace. But God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever (you can write your name in here and I can write 

mine) believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Notice that with the word 

believe is the little preposition in which means to believe in Christ. That is, we trust Him as the 

One who bore the penalty for our sins. This is a personal thing. We must each believe that He died 

in our place and in our stead. My friend, you must believe that He died for you.” – Dr. J. Vernon 

McGee in Thru the Bible   
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Date – Saturday, December 26, 2020 – Focus on you and me 

 

Bible Reading 

Luke 2:10-11 - And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.  

Luke 1:30, 35, & 37 -  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God….35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—

the Son of God….37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”  

Luke 1:13 - But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 

heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  

 

Matthew 1:20 & 24 - But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit….When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife…  

 

Observation Questions 

1. What phrase do each of these verses have in common? 

 

Application questions 

1. Are there any commands to obey? 

 

2. Are there any sins to avoid or confess? 

 

3. Are there any examples to follow? 

 

4. Are there any promises to claim? 

 

Quote of the day – “If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an 

educator; If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; If our 

greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; If our greatest need had 

been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer; But our greatest need was forgiveness, so 

God sent us a Savior.” – Anon. 

 


