
     A Very Different Christmas 

     The year 2020 has certainly been one for the ages as they say. And just when we thought it was safe to come out 

from isolation and celebrate the holidays the second wave of Covid19 has hit.  The Lord willing the curve will flatten 

again before Christmas. Whether it does or does not though this Christmas is going to be different. We are going to need 

the Lord’s help and one another’s support to walk through this season without discouragement, depression or even 

despair. 

     We need the Lord and each other more than anytime I can remember in my lifetime. We want this Christmas to 

center on Christ and bring together our church family though we are gathering differently now than ever before. My 

brother and sisters, somehow, we need to do Christmas together as family. Here’s what we have in mind:   

Our Christmas Devotional 

     We have put together this very special Christmas Devotional called Christmas Portraits. It gives us a Daily Christmas 

Advent reading from the first day of Advent (Sunday, November 29th, 2020) to the day after Christmas (Saturday, 

December 26th, 2020, a day after the last day of Advent). As we do it separately we can be on the same page and be 

doing it together. 

     In addition to a physical copy, this devotional is available on the Calvary Chapel App (Text CCSI APP to 77977 if you 

don’t have the app) and will be published across all our social media platforms daily. We are also having the devotional 

reading video taped featuring our elders and Church families and released daily on the app and across all our social 

media platforms starting November 29th and continuing through December 26th.  We are making a tremendous effort to 

bring us all together using this devotional. 

Our Christmas Series – Christmas Portraits 

     This year’s five Christmas messages will feature Biblical individuals and families God used to bring about the first 

Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through them we will experience the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love found in Jesus Christ 

who is our Lord and Savior. We call the series Christmas Portraits. Please make a special effort to hear each of these 

messages whether in person or online on Sundays through Facebook (8:30AM or 11:15AM) or our live stream at 

www.calvarychapelsi.org or on 570AM or 102.3 FM radio (11:30AM). The messages are archived on Facebook and 

through NYCShepherd.com 

Our Personal or Family Advent Celebration 

     Celebrating Advent is something we can all do together even if we are not in the same physical place. Advent is the 

period of time before Christmas that we make a special effort to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ.  On Sunday, November 

22nd and Sunday November 29th (The first day of Advent) we will giving out special Christmas boxes with everything you 

need for a personal or family Advent celebration. When you get your box please open it immediately. The box includes 

Advent candles and instructions. It may even have a surprise or two in it. Why not set a time each day or evening to read 

from the devotional or hear the Advent reading on the app? Why not zoom or facetime the lighting of your Advent 

candle with a friend or another family? Why not take a selfie of your experience and send it to us with an encouraging 

word? (Send pictures to                 ) This is one way we can all be together though we are apart in this Christmas season 

Our Virtual Christmas Tree Lighting and Concert 

     On Sunday evening, December 20th at 6:00 P.M. we will  have our annual Christmas Tree Lighting and Concert but this 

year, you guessed it, it will be virtual. Please plan to join us on Facebook or our live stream as we celebrate this Holiday 

tradition together. We will be playing virtual Bible trivia as well with some very special gifts so you won’t want to miss it.  

     I know this Christmas is going to be different and difficult. You and I need each other and our Church family right now 

more than ever. Please jump into this will both feet. If not for yourself for your brothers and sisters in Christ. I am sure 

you will be glad you did. Blessings and Merry Christmas, Pastor Dave 
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