The Beginning of the End and
the End of the Beginning –
Part 1

Prologue to the End
Revelation 1:1-3
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Introduction:

“Don't ever prophesy; for if you
prophesy wrong, nobody will forget
it; and if you prophesy right, nobody
will remember it.” – Josh Billings
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Written by the Apostle John in later
part of the first century – 75-95 AD
when Roman Emperor Domitian
demanding worship and persecuting
Christians

3

1

Key Word – Coming Events
Key Verse – Revelation 1:19 - Write
the things which you have seen, and
the things which are, and the things
which will take place after this.
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The Person of the Book of
Revelation - Revelation 1:1 a - The
Revelation of Jesus Christ…
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A. Revelation = “apokalypsis “
1. The unveiling or disclosure, to
expose in full view that which was
formerly hidden.
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2. Revelation is an “Open Book” Compare
Daniel 12:4 - “But you, Daniel, shut up the
words, and seal the book until the time of
the end; many shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall increase.”
Revelation 22:10 - And he said to me, “Do
not seal the words of the prophecy of this
book, for the time is at hand.”

7

B. Of Jesus Christ – The subject
matter, the content is about Jesus
Christ = He is the star of the show –
He becomes more clearly visible in
this unveiling
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1. The Gospels reveal Christ in his
humiliation , Revelation reveals
Christ in His exaltation.

2. Event anticipated by the NT
writers
– 1 Corinthians 1:7,
- 2 Thessalonians 1:7
- 1 Peter 1:7
9

3

C. Jesus Christ in Revelation

Revelation 1:5 - And from Jesus
Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler
over the kings of the earth. To Him
who loved us and washed us from
our sins in His own blood
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Revelation 1:17-18- And when I saw
Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He
laid His right hand on me, saying to
me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First
and the Last. I am He who lives, and
was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore. Amen. And I have the
keys of Hades and of Death.
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3. Revelation 2-3 - The Lord over
His Church
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4. Revelation 5:5 - But one of the
elders said to me, “Do not weep.
Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David, has prevailed to
open the scroll and to loose its seven
seals.”
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5. Revelation 5:12 - Saying with a
loud voice:
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
To receive power and riches and
wisdom,
And strength and honor and glory
and blessing!”
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6. Revelation 16:15 - “Behold, I am
coming as a thief. Blessed is he who
watches, and keeps his garments,
lest he walk naked and they see his
shame.”
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7. Revelation 19:11 - Now I saw
heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse. And He who sat on him was
called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes
war.
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8. Revelation 19:13 - He was clothed
with a robe dipped in blood, and His
name is called The Word of God.
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9. Revelation 19:16 - And He has on
His robe and on His thigh a name
written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF
LORDS.
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10. Revelation 22:13&16 - I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End, the First and the
Last.”….“I, Jesus, have sent My angel
to testify to you these things in the
churches. I am the Root and the
Offspring of David, the Bright and
Morning Star.”
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The Purpose in the Book of
Revelation - Revelation 1:1b ….which God gave Him to show His
servants—things which must shortly
take place.
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A. Which God gave to Him
-Given to Christ by the Father
- John 3:32
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B. To show His servants
– Greek “deiknuo” – to expose to the
eyes
-The servants (Greek “dolous”) bond slaves – Cp. John 15:15
- Paul, Peter, James, John and Jude
refer to themselves this way.
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C. Things necessary to come to pass
suddenly
1. Necessary – must happen
2. Suddenly (Greek “tachei) – quickly,
in rapid succession or imminent –
from God’s viewpoint – See Rev. 2:5,
16, 3:11, 11:14 and 22:12 & 20
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The Path to the Book of Revelation Revelation 1:1c-2 - And He sent and
signified it by His angel to His servant
John, who bore witness to the word
of God, and to the testimony of Jesus
Christ, to all things that he saw.
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A. Sent and signified to it by His
angel

1. Signified = to give a sign (Grk
“semaino’) – 12:1&3, 15:1, 19:20
2. Through the agency of is Angel
– Perhaps Gabriel as in Daniel

8:16

3. Symbols to protect against
Roman persecution
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We will be guided by the fact that almost
all the symbols of Revelation are given to
us before in the Bible. That is why it is
wrong to read the book of Revelation
without reading first the whole Bible. If you
start with the book of Revelation you will
soon be terribly confused, but if you read
through the Bible, when you come to
Revelation you will understand many of
the symbols immediately. So let that fact
guide you as you read this book through
on your own. – Ray Steadman
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B. To His servant John

1. Object of the symbols is John
2. He is described as a servant
(Greek “dolous”)
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C. Who bore witness to the Word of
God and the testimony of Jesus
Christ, whatever he saw
1. John passed it on to us – See
Revelation 1:9 for the price
2. Content is “the word from God” and”
the witness from Jesus Christ”
3. These are contained in what John
saw, His vision
4. God to Jesus to the angel to John to
us
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The Profit from the Book of
Revelation - Revelation 1:3 - Blessed
is he who reads and those who hear
the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written in it;
for the time is near.
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A. Blesseed – Greek “makarios” privileged recipient of divine favor.
Seven blessed’s of Rev. 1:3, 14:13,
16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7 & 14
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B. The one reading – to read or to
know accurately – Public reading

C. The ones hearing the words of the
prophecy – all of the book
- 1 Thessalonians 5:20 –
attentiveness
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D. And keeps those things which
have been written
1.

Goes with hearing

2. Keep = observe, doing it –
application
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E. For the time is near

1. Time = Greek “kairos” – the
period of time
2. Is near – James 5:8, at hand,
imminent
3. Season for Christ’s return is
now -1 John 2:18
4. See 2 Peter 3:9
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The threefold blessing comes from
reading, hearing, and keeping. I
believe those who go through the
Book of Revelation will receive a
special blessing. I really believe it
because that is what John says.
– J. Vernon McGee
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The Panorama for the Book of
Revelation – Revelation 1:1-22:21
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Prelude – Revelation 1:1-3

First of 7 Blessed’s
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A. The things which you have seen –

Revelation 1:4-20

 Seven-

fold description of Christ
 Seven golden lamp stands
 Seven stars in His right hand
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B. The things which are
– Revelation 2:1-3:22

(The Seven Words
to the Seven Churches)
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The Seven Churches
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Cold Church – Ephesus
The Persecuted Church – Smyrna
The Compromised Church –
Pergamos
The Corrupt Church – Thyatira
The Lifeless Church – Sardis
The Faithful Church – Philadelphia
The Lukewarm Church - Laodicea

39

13

C. The things which will take place
after this

1. The Throne Room – Revelation
4:1-5:14
The sevenfold ministry of the Spirit
of God – Rev. 4:5
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2. The Seven Seal Judgments –

Revelation 6:1-8:1

 Seal

One – White Horse – Conqueror
 Seal Two – Red Horse – War
 Seal Three – Back Horse – Famine
 Seal Four – Pale Horse – Death
 Seal Five – Martyrs
 Seal Six – Cosmic Disturbance
 Seal Seven – Trumpets Coming
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3. The Seven Trumpet Judgments –

Revelation 8:2-14:20

 Trumpet
 Trumpet
 Trumpet
 Trumpet
 Trumpet
 Trumpet
 Trumpet

1–
2–
3–
4–
5–
6–
7–

Vegetation struck
Sea Struck
Fresh Waters Struck
Heavens struck
Mankind Struck
Euphrates Angels
Kingdom Declared
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4. The Seven Bowl Judgments –

Revelation 15:1-19:10

 First

Bowl – Sores
Bowl - The Sea turns to
blood
 Third Bowl – The Fresh Waters turn
to blood
 Fourth Bowl – Men are scorched
 Fifth Bowl – Darkness
 Sixth Bowl – Euphrates is dried up
 Seventh Bowl – The Earth is shaken
 Second
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5. The Seven Last Things –

Revelation 19:11 – 22:5

 Christ

Returns
 Satan Bound
 The Millennial Kingdom
 Satan is Loosed and Defeated
 Great White Throne Judgment
 All Things are Made New
 The New Jerusalem
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Epilogue – Revelation 22:6-21
Revelation 22:7 - “Behold, I am
coming quickly! Blessed is he who
keeps the words of the prophecy of
this book.”
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So…What’s it to me?

Revelation 22:20 - He who testifies
to these things says, “Surely I am
coming quickly.” Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus!
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An Introduction for the Greatest
Come Back of All Time

Revelation 1:4-8
The Beginning of the End and the
End of the Beginning – Part 2
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Introduction: Apocalyptic headlines
 Mexico

City qurantined because of
Swine Flu Fears
 Wild Fires Scorch South Carolina
 Iran and North Korea Prepare to Go
Nuclear
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A. The Author – Revelation 1:4a –

John…..
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1. The apostle John – author of the
gospel and the epistles of John
2. In exile for Christ on the isle of
Patmos in the Agean Sea – Rev. 1:9
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B. The Addressed - Revleation1:4b -

….to the seven churches which are
in Asia:

51

17

1. The where of the seven Churches

a. Asia Minor – Modern Day Turkey
b. Relatively close geographically
c. Ephesus, Symrna, Pergamos,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, &
Laodicea
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2. The why of the seven Churches

a. John spent much of his latter
years in this area – tradition has
him in Ephesus in the 60’s - so he
is very familiar with this area
b. Real letter to real local churches
with real situations
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“Asia Minor, equivalent to modern
Turkey, was composed of 7 postal
districts. At the center of those
districts were 7 key cities which
served as central points for the
dissemination of information. It is to
the churches in those cities that
John writes.” – Dr. John MacArthur
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C. The Address – Revelation 1:4c - 6
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1. The greeting - Grace to you and

peace

a. Grace = traditional greeting of
the day
b. Peace = traditional Hebrew
greeting equivalent to “shalom”
c. Similar to Pauline & Petrine
Epistles
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“The Book of Revelation reveals the
grace of God and also peace. We
don’t need to be frightened as we
study this book; we can have the
peace of God in our hearts.” – Dr. J.
Vernon McGee
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2. The source - From Him who is and
who was and who is to come, and
from the seven Spirits who are before
His throne, and from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead, and the ruler over the kings
of the earth.
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a. God the Father
1) The source is – the one who is and
was and is to come
2) Formal title = God’s eternality – His
continuing existence in the present,
past and future.
3) He is the God of our present, our
past and our future
4) See 1:8, 4:8, 11:17, & 16:5
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b. God the Spirit – Source is also the
seven spirits before the throne
1) Similar term in Revelation 3:1, 4:5 &

5:6

2) Seven because of the completeness
of the Spirit’s ministry
3) Zechariah 4:2-10 – seven lamps =
seven spirits in Rev. 4:5 the same
and thus the Spirit of God showing
the omni-presence of God
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Zechariah 4:6 - So he answered and
said to me: “This is the word of the
Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might
nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says
the Lord of hosts.”
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c. God the Son – Source is also from
Jesus Christ
1) The faithful witness – trustworthy,
dependable, Greek “martus” = one who
has a testimony
2) First born out of the dead – Psalm 89:27,

1 Cor 15:20 and Colossians 1:18

3) The ruler/authority of the kingdoms of
the world – cp. Psalm 2 & Rev. 19:16
4) For the right of the firstborn form the
dead see Ephesians 1:19-23
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3. The doxology - To Him who loved
us and washed us from our sins in
His own blood, and has made us
kings and priests to His God and
Father, to Him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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a. Direction of this doxology is Jesus
Christ
b. Lit. “the one loving us unconditionally
and continually”
c. And thus the one who rescued
us/released us/washed us from our sins
- by means of His blood – Ephesians
1:7 and Col. 1:14 – see 1 Peter 1:18-19
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d. And thus making us a kingdom of
priests – See Ex, 19:6 &1 Peter 2:5 & 9
e. To God His Father – We have access
to the Father through Jesus Christ
f. Let Glory and strength be to Him –
Rev. 5:13
g. Lit. “to the ages of ages” – eternity
h. Amen – so be it
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D. The Announcement
Revelation 1:7 - Behold, He is
coming with clouds, and every eye
will see Him, even they who pierced
Him. And all the tribes of the earth
will mourn because of Him. Even so,
Amen.
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1. The promise concerning His
2nd Coming
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Daniel 7:13a - “I was watching in the night
visions, And behold, One like the Son of
Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven!”
Zechariah 12:10 - “And I will pour on the
house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and
supplication; then they will look on Me
whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn
for Him las one mourns for his only son,
and grieve for Him as one grieves for a
firstborn.”
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a. Behold - a prophetic interruption,
unexpected
b. The Old Testament refers to the
Messiah as “the coming one”
c. He is coming – Present not future
tense, The picture is that he is on
his way - See 1:4. 8. 2:5, 16, 3:11,
4:8, 16:15, 22:7, 12, &20
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d. With the clouds – not normal
clouds but clouds of glory accompanying clouds – see Acts 1:911
e. The visible physical return of Jesus
Christ is a tenant of our faith
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2. The publicness of His 2nd Coming

a. Lit. “all the eyes with see him”
b. The ones who pierced = Israel
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3. The pain at His 2nd Coming = All
the tribes of the earth will mourn
(because of their sin and rejection of
Christ)
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4. The prayer for His 2nd Coming –
Yes, so be it – This will happen –

Rev. 22:20
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Different from the rapture – see and
compare 1 Thess 4:13-18 and Rev.
19:11-16
Different destinations – the clouds and the earth
Different participants – the believers and the
armies of heaven
Different scenarios – Trumpet and no trumpet
Different purposes – Unite the believer with the
Lord and war
Different events?
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“Christ’s second coming, however,
will be visible to the entire world
including unbelievers, in contrast
with His first coming at His birth in
Bethlehem and in contrast with the
future Rapture of the church, which
probably will not be visible to the
earth as a whole.” – Dr. John
Walvoored

77

E. The Affirmation

Revelation 1:8 - “I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the Beginning and the
End,” says the Lord, “who is and
who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.”
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1. Phrases used of Christ in Rev.
1:17-18 & Rev. 22:13
2. The Lord says this – Jesus Christ
is speaking
3. I am – See Exodus 3:14, Is 48:12
and John 8:58 – ref. to deity
4. Greek letters for Greeks – Alpha
and Omega
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“He spans time and eternity, and
exhausts the vocabulary of
excellence. He is the source and
goal of creation, and it is He who
began and will end the divine
program in the world”. – Dr. William
McDonald
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5. First and last – Hebrew letters (aleph
and tau) Is. 41:4 and 44:6 – Totality – I am
all – Colossians 2:9-10
6. The one who is and was and is to come
– refers to Christ here
7. The Almighty (Greek “pantokratōr) –
The Sovereign One will make it happen –
see Revelation 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7,14;
19:15; 21:22
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So…What’s it to me?
 In

light of the 2nd Coming of Jesus
Christ there ought to be……
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Personal Preparation
 Am

I genuinely saved?

 Am

I genuinely surrendered?

 Am

I genuinely serving?
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Corporate Anticipation
 Are

we looking forward to His coming?

 Are

we encouraging one another with this
hope?

 Are

we praying for His return?
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Evangelistic Desperation
 Are

we intensifying our evangelistic
efforts?

 Are

there people on our “I have to
tell them” list yet not told

 Are

we praying for the lost fervently?
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How would you introduce Jesus
Christ today?
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"TAKE A LETTER"

Revelation 1:9-20
The Beginning of the End and the
End of the Beginning – Pt. 3
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Introduction:
The Associated Press is reporting that
people are making their way to the Las
Palmas restaurant in Calexico, California
to gaze upon the outline of an image that
supposedly resembles the outline of the
image of the Virgin Mary, Our Lady
of Guadalupe. The griddle, which was to
be cleaned at the time, was noticeably
stained and was immediately taken out of
circulation. It now rests in a makeshift
shrine in the restaurant's storage room.
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A. The Commission of John
Revelation 1:9-11
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1. His Identification

Revelation 1:9a - I, John, both your
brother and companion in the
tribulation and kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ.
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Tells who he is 3x in 9 verses

 Recognized

as the apostle John
 Brother (adelphoi) - on same
level as his readers
 Fellow partaker (Greek
“sunkoinonos”) – The idea of
sharing in something.
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Sphere of sharing - in the tribulation
and kingdom and perseverance
1) One phrase and idea, not three
separate ideas
2) "thlipsei" - affliction, trouble,
pressure – See Acts 14:22
3) Involves the Lord's future kingdom
4) Involves the need for perseverance
5. All “in” Jesus Christ
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2. His Location

Revelation 1:9b–10b - Was on the
island that is called Patmos for the
word of God and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on
the Lord’s Day.
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a. Geographically - Patmos
1) 13 sq. mile island
2) Last stop from Rome to Ephesus
3) John was sent there somewhere
between 81 - 96 AD, forced to work
in the mines
4) Told why he’s there - because of the
word of God, even the testimony of
Jesus - predicted by Christ in Matt.

20:20-23
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b. Spiritually v.10a - I was in the
Spirit

1) Describes spiritual location
2) In the sphere of the Spirit perhaps not so much in the Holy
Spirit but a state of being
3) The state in which the inward
senses are heightened
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c. Chronologically v. 10b - on the
Lord's Day,

1) On the day belonging to the
Lord
2) Sunday in view
3) Not sure the whole vision
occurs on this day but it appears
to.
4) He is not transported anywhere
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3. His Instruction

Revelation 1:10c-11 - And I heard
behind me a loud voice, as of a
trumpet, saying, I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the First and the Last”
and, “What you see, write in a book
and send it to the seven churches
which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to
Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to
Laodicea.”
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a. The source – Loud voice behind

1) Alpha & Omega indicates Christ
2) Begins as Ezekiel's vision in

Ezekiel 3:12

Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I
heard behind me a great thunderous
voice: “Blessed is the glory of the
Lord from His place!”
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b. The specifics
1) write in a book - Idea of a scroll
a) Would be 15 ft. long
b) Told to write 12x in Revelation
2) Send to the 7 churches in Asia
a) Order shows route taken to deliver
b) From these cities message of
Revelation carried all over the world
- Already mentioned in 1:4
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B. The Vision of John

Revelation 1:12-18
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1. It’s initiation

Revelation 1:12a - Then I turned to
see the voice that spoke with me.
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a. Lit - to turn around to see the
person who was behind the voice
b. spoke = was speaking, cont. linear action in the past
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2. It’s revelation
Revelation 1:12b-16 - And having turned I saw
seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the
seven lampstands One like the Son of Man,
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded
about the chest with a golden band. His head and
hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and
His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine
brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as
the sound of many waters; He had in His right
hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp
two-edged sword, and His countenance was like
the sun shining in its strength.
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The presence of Christ for the
Church

And having turned I saw seven golden
lampstands, and in the midst of the
seven lampstands One like the Son of
Man

109
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1) Similar to Zechariah (4:2) and
Exodus (25:31-40)
2) Refers to portable oil lamps
3) Picture churches in separate cities
4) They are the light to their individual
communities as well as the world
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Jesus is in the midst - Matt. 18:20
Like the Son of Man
a) Appearance of a human
b) Messianic reference
- Reminds us of Dan. 7:13
- Jesus uses of self in Mk. 13:26 –
some 65 yrs. earlier
c) Idea is also that of a Judge - see
John 5:22&27
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The person of Christ for the Church

Clothed with a garment down to the
feet and girded about the chest with
a golden band. His head and hair
were white like wool, as white as
snow, and His eyes like a flame of
fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if
refined in a furnace, and His voice as
the sound of many waters;

113

a) Clothed with a garment down to
the feet
- lit. "clothed reaching the
feet"
-Shows His dignity and high
rank
- May have the High Priest robe in
view – Zechariah 3:4
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b) And girded about the chest with a
golden band
- Golden girdle
- Dan. 10:5 & Rev. 15:6 – idea of judgment
c) His head and hair were white like wool,
as white as snow
- Cp. Dan. 7:9 - Ancient of Days
-Attributed qualities associated w/the
Father
- Eternality and wisdom in view
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d) and His eyes like a flame of fire
- Fierceness against adversaries - Dan. 10:6
- eyes as flames of fire
- see Rev. 2:18, 19:12
e) His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in
a furnace
- Gleaming bronze
- as a glow in furnace
- "chalkolibano" - mixed metal of great
brilliance
- Movement through the churches
- See Ezk. 1:13&27 & Dan. 10:6
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f) and His voice as the sound of
many waters
- Idea of a powerful force - Ps. 93:4,
Rev. 14:2, & 19:6
- Recalls endless pounding of the
coast of Patmos by the Agean Sea
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The power of Christ for the Church

He had in His right hand seven stars,
out of His mouth went a sharp twoedged sword, and His countenance
was like the sun shining in its
strength.
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a) He had in His right hand seven stars
- right hand = authority
- authority over seven stars
- See also John 10:28 - security
b) Out of His mouth went a sharp twoedged sword
- Short sword, tongue shaped
- See Revelation 2:12,16, & 19:15
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c) And His countenance was like
the sun shining in its strength
- powerful sunlit countenance
- brightness involved - nothing
can hide from His gloriousness
- See Rev. 10:1
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John had see the glorified Christ
before – Matthew 17:2 – This is the
picture of the overwhelming glory of
the ascended Christ and it is to much
to bear.
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3. It’s intimidation

Revelation 1:17a - And when I saw
Him, I fell at His feet as dead.
John becomes motionless – See
Daniel 10:7
The first time He sees his Lord in 60
years and he falls out – he is
stupefied
122
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C. The Direction to John

Revelation 1:17b-20
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1. The Affirmation

Revelation 1:17b-19a - But He laid
His right hand on me, saying to me,
“Do not be afraid; I am the First and
the Last. I am He who lives, and was
dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore. Amen. And I have the
keys of Hades and of Death.

125

126

42

a) Comfort - But He laid His right
hand on me saying to me, "Do not be
afraid;
- placed hand upon
- Lit. "fear not“
It is the first time John has felt the
hand of Jesus in 60 plus years, and
by the way, it was nailed scarred.
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b) Cause
- I am the First and the Last
* Fear not because “I am”
* Ex. 3:14, Is. 48:12, & Rev. 22:13
* The first one & the last one (protos,
eschatos)
* He is eternal & pre-eminent
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- I am He who lives
* continually lives
* The living One
* His essential nature is life and life
giving
* Same idea is used of the Father in
4:9,10, 10:6
- And was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore. Amen.
* was dead – Hist. comp./ Living
(static)/ Lit. - unto the ages of ages
129
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c) The Claim - And I have the keys of
Hades and of Death.
- Possess continually
- The keys - authority idea
- belonging to death (Grk. “thanatos”)
- belonging to hades (Grk. “ados”)
- Judgment idea again - see Rev. 3:7
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2. The Obligation

Revelation 1:19b - Write the things
which you have seen, and the things
which are, and the things which will
take place after this.
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a. Therefore - because of who Christ
is contents
b. Simple command - "write"
c. Gives outline of the book,
summarizes
1). “What your saw” - Rev. 1:9-20
2)” And which is” - Rev. 2-3
3). "Which shall be after these
things“ - Rev. 4-22
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“Up to this point what had John seen? He
had seen the glorified Christ. Let me
remind you that this is a Christocentric
book. The glorified Christ is the subject.
Don’t get your eyes on the horsemen or on
the bowls of wrath or on the beasts—they
are just passing through. Fix your eyes on
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who
was, who is, and who will be. He is the
same yesterday, today, and forever. And
John is to write the vision he has had of
Him.” Dr. J. Vernon McGee
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3. The explanation

Revelation 1:20 - The mystery of the
seven stars which you saw in My right
hand, and the seven golden
lampstands: The seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches, and the
seven lampstands which you saw are
the seven churches.
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a. Explains symbols – mystery = inner
meaning of a symbolic vision
b. Seven stars are the seven angels of
the seven churches
- Normal use of the word is “angel”
- Each church has an angel assigned it
- Territorial bad and good spirits – Rev.
2:13
c. Seven golden lampstands are the
seven churches - We ought to be lights
135
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All that Jesus is and all that the
churches need
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Cold Church – Rev. 2:1
The Persecuted Church – Rev. 2:8
The Compromised Church –
Pergamos – Rev. 2:12
The Corrupt Church – Rev. 2:18
The Lifeless Church – Rev. 3:1
The Faithful Church – Rev. 3:7
The Lukewarm Church – Rev. 3:14
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All that the Church needs is met by
all that Jesus is
Jesus must come to be all that the
Church wants
He has been replaced by our desire
for preaching, praising, people,
programs, popularity, prosperity and
prestige.
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So…… What’s it to me?

1. Who is Jesus to us?____________
Correct answer – He’s everything to us
• He’s who we worship
• He’s who we spend time with
• He’s who we rely upon
• He’s who we seek
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2. Who are we to Jesus? __________

Correct answer – We are His
lampstands, His light to the
community, the city and the world we
live in.
We are here to bear witness
We are here to reprove darkness
139

The Cold Church
Revelation 2:1-7

The Beginning of the End and
the End of the Beginning – Pt. 4
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The Seven Churches of
Revelation 2-3
 Ephesus

– The Cold Church
– The Crushed Church
 Pergamos – The Compromising
Church
 Thyaitra - The Corrupt Church
 Sardis – The Corpse Church
 Philadelphia – The Consistent Church
 Laoadicea – The Callous Church
 Smyrna

141
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Introduction:

142

I. The Address to the Church

Revelation 2:1 - “To the angel of the
church of Ephesus write, ‘These
things says He who holds the seven
stars in His right hand, who walks in
the midst of the seven golden
lampstands.’”
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A. The City - Ephesus

1. Its Prominence - Major city in Asia
Minor, has major sea port, major
roads led to and through, annual
athletic games in May drew people
from all over
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2. Its Paganism
a. Place of "Diana" (Artemis) worship fertility goddess - Acts 19:27
b. Huge temple at Ephesus
c. Image fell from heaven - Acts 19:35
d. Pagan worship with prostitutes and
orgies involved
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B. The Church - To the angel of the
church of Ephesus write

1. Its beginning - founded in Acts 19
in school of Tyrannus (v. 9), Paul
was there for two years plus.
2. Its multiplication - Acts 19:10 From Ephesus all of Asia heard the
gospel
148

3. Its history

a. Timothy pastored there
b. John himself resided there
c. Paul writes to them
d. The Ephesus Church had a great
reputation
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C. The Correspondent

1. His Authority over the churches
a. Holds stars in right hand - speaks of
control and authority
b. Stars are messengers of the
churches – See Revelation 1:20
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2. His Attention to the churches

a. The one continually walking,
habitually walking in the middle
of the golden lampstands
b. The Lord is more familiar with
the affairs of our church then
we are
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II. The Assessment of the
Church
A. The Commendation vs. 2-3, & 6
Revelation 2:2-3 & 6 - “I know your works,
your labor, your patience, and that you
cannot bear those who are evil. And you
have tested those who say they are
apostles and are not, and have found them
liars; and you have persevered and have
patience, and have labored for My name’s
sake and have not become weary.. … But
this you have, that you hate the deeds of
the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
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1. The general observation –
Revelation 2:2a -“I know your works,
your labor, your patience…”
a. Greek "oida" - I know completely Jesus Christ is intimately acquainted
with the affairs of His church – see
also 2:19, 3:1,8,15

153

51

b. The works produced by you – Greek "ergon" - get word energy from, knows
their efforts
c. Lit. "the labor and perseverance of
you" - one idea
d. Greek "kopos" - outward exertion,
toil that is wearying, defined in v.2b &6
e. "perseverance" - internal endurance,
Gr. "upomene" - to bear up under
154

2. The Specific Activities
Revelation 2:2b-4, & 6 - And that you
cannot bear those who are evil. And you
have tested those who say they are
apostles and are not, and have found
them liars; and you have persevered and
have patience, and have labored for My
name’s sake and have not become
weary… But this you have, that you hate
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate.
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a. In the Area of Labor (Intolerance)

1) And that you cannot bear those
who are evil
a) Greek - "bastasai" - to bear or carry
b) Adj. "kakous" - evil ones
c) Spiritual purity
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2) And you have tested those who say they
are apostles and are not, and have found
them liars
a) "Peiromai" - to test or try
b) The ones saying themselves are apostles
and are not - false prophets in view
-Same concern as in Ephesians which was
written 40 years earlier - Eph. 4:14
-c) And found them liars - "pseudeis" - pseudo
- not the real thing - See 1 Tim. 1:3-11, 4:1-3
d) Doctrinal purity - Had been warned about Acts 20:28-30
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3) But this you have, that you hate
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I
also hate.
a) Strong contrast
b) Possess continually this
c) You hate - Continual idea, habitually,
"miseo" - to hate
d) Object - the works - deeds, efforts
e) The Nicolatians - Don't know total
picture on these- cp. 2:14-15
f) Which I also hate – Their hate life was
right
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b. In the Area of Perseverance
(Tolerance)
1) And you have persevered and have
patience
a) Possess continually perseverance
- Part of their character
b) patience - not in original
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2) And have labored for My name's
sake
a) Greek "Bastasas" - Bearing or
bearing up - same in v.2 when used in
the negative
b) Lit. - "because of my name"- done
it for Him - Gone through it because
of His name - world hated - Jn. 16:33
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3) And have not become weary.
a) Lit. "Not have become weary" with
ongoing results
b) Wearied on occasion but never in
a permanent sense
c) Gal. 6:9 - not wearied in well doing
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This church would get an award
from the Evangelical Association of
America. They believed and
practiced all the right things.

162

54

But they were just going
through the motions!!!!!
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B. The Condemnation –

Revelation 2:4 - Nevertheless I
have this against you, that you
have left your first love.
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1. The Offended - Nevertheless I
have this against you
a. Strong contrast to commendation
b. "I possess" - Habitual problem
c. Christ is one who is hurt in this, He
is bothered
d. Against you - "kata sou"
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2. The Offense - That you have left
your first love.

a. Lit. "your love, the first"
1) Not lost their love
2) Left first love – probably for another
3) Love had at the first - when first
came to Christ
4) See Paul's prayers in Eph. 1:15,
3:17, 4:15
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b. Greek "aphiemi" - lit. "to send
from", to leave or forsake
c. Love for Savior (Lk. 10:37), Saints
(Jn. 13:35), and Sinners (Ps. 126:5&6)
d. They didn’t love Him as they used
to but He still loved them - Rev. 1:5
e. They are His bride and have told
Him that they don't love Him anymore
167

3. Why do people leave
their first love

a. Wickedness in the culture- Matt.

24:12

b. Familiarity
c. Disillusionment
d. The affairs of this life – 1 John

2:15-17
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How can I lose my first love?
 Pursue

earthly things
 Cultivate pet sins
 Focus as little on Christ as possible
 Replace your quiet time with Jesus
with work
 Get real busy, especially in church
service
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Soon, you too could be going
through the motions
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III. The Admonition for the Church

Revelation 2:5 - Remember therefore
from where you have fallen; repent
and do the first works, or else I will
come to you quickly and remove your
lampstand from its place—unless you
repent
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A. Remember - Remember therefore
from where you have fallen

a. Command to remember the
place were they were before
b. Have fallen – Their fall has
results that are ongoing (Perf. –
Greek “pipto” – to fall down)
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B. Repent - And repent - A sudden
change of heart and mind is called for
based on a holy dissatisfaction reverse the status quo
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C. Return - And do the first works
a. Do the first works - that is the
works motivated by a whole hearted
love for the Lord
b. Heart motive more than activity in
view
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D. Ramifications - Or else I will
come to you quickly and remove
your lampstand from its place;
unless you repent.
a. Failure to do so has dire
consequences
b. Lose the privilege of being the light
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IV. The Assurances concerning the
Church

Revelation 2:7 - “He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes
I will give to eat from the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the Paradise
of God.”
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A. An Invitation - He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.
1. If you possess ear to hear
- Everyone - moves beyond Ephesus
church
- Familiar phrase of Christ's
2. Commanded to listen to what God's
Spirit is telling His church
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B. A Declaration - To him who
overcomes I will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the
Paradise of God.
1. The overcomer is the Christian
- 1 John 5:4
-For tree see Rev. 22:2, 14 as well as
Gen. 2:9 and 3:22
- Give = give as a gift
2. The overcomer gets eternal life
178

The overcomer gets to anticiapte
the blessings of Revelation 20-22
not prepare for the catastrophes
of Revelation 6-19
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So….What’s it to me?
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Remember
 Was

there a time when our love for
Jesus Christ was much warmer than
now?

 Was

there a time when spending
time with Christ was a joy not a
chore?
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Repent
 Where

did we get off the right path?

 Is

there something we need to say to
Christ?
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Return
 What

steps do we need to take?

 Is

there someone who can helps us
along the way?
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The Crushed Church
Revelation 2:8-11

The Beginning of the End
and the End of the
Beginning - Pt. 5
184

Introduction
 Christians

are persecuted
regularly and severely world
wide every year.
 In a post-modern America, can
serious persecution be far away?
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The Address to the Church

Revelation 2:8 – “And to the angel of
the church in Smyrna write, ‘These
things says the First and the Last,
who was dead, and came to life’”
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A. The City – Smyrna (Izmir)
1. Its location – 35 miles North of

Ephesus
2. Its age – Founded around 1000 B.C.
3. Its name – Name means myrth – a
gummy substance used for embalming
or for perfume
4. Its beauty – Had a beautiful view and
setting – Sometimes called the “Crown
of Asia”
5. Its landmark – “Pagos Hill” – Near the
center of town, library and other
building there, called the crown of
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6. Its worship – Each year during the
reign of the Roman emperor Domitian
(81-96 AD) incense was to be burned
by every citizen to the emperor.
Failure to do so could result in
persecution and even death Thus
every year, “Jesus is Lord” or “Caesar
is Lord”
7. Its population – About two hundred
thousand people of both Jews and
Gentiles descent.
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B. The Church – To the angel of the
Church
1.

Founded during Paul’s times at
Ephesus – Acts 19:10

2. One of two very strongly
commended Churches in these
letters
3. They were paying a price for being
believers
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C. The Correspondent

1, His Deity – The First and the Last –
This is the name of the God of Israel
– Isaiah 41:4, 44:6 and 48:12 – There
is no God beside Him – answering
the questions regarding emperor
worship. – See Rev. 1:17
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Isaiah 48:12-13 - “Listen to Me, O
Jacob, And Israel, My called:
I am He, I am the First, I am also the
Last. Indeed My hand has laid the
foundation of the earth, And My right
hand has stretched out the heavens;
When I call to them, They stand up
together.
Jesus Christ is everything the
Church needs. He must become
everything the Church wants.
192
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2. His Victory – Was dead and came
to life – He overcome the
persecution of the Jews and Romans
and so could those of the church of
Smyrna – Rev. 1:18
See Romans 6:9
Jesus Christ is everything the Church
needs. He must become everything
the Church wants.
193

The Assessment of the Church

Revelation 2:9 - “I know your works,
tribulation, and poverty (but you are
rich); and I know the blasphemy of
those who say they are Jews and are
not, but are a synagogue of Satan.”
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A. I know your pain – I know your
works, tribulation
1.

Christ knows thoroughly
because of personal experience
His Church and our affliction

2. Affliction – Greek “thlipsin” –
restricting pressure that
burdens the spirit
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Affliction for Jesus Christ
predicts it – John 16:33,
Paul experienced it – Philippians 1:16
 All believers to expect it – 2 Timothy
 Jesus


3:12
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B. I know your poverty – “and
poverty”
1.

Linked to or caused by affliction

2. The Greek word “ptocheian” doesn’t
mean they had little but that they
had nothing
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- Because of their refusal to bow
down to the emperor perhaps they
can’t get jobs or buy food as readily.
- Because of their leaving of Judaism
they may be ostracized from their
social networks – No more “I know a
guy”
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C. I know your prosperity – Lit. “but
you be rich”

1. In strong contrast to physical
poverty they were spiritual
billionaires
2. Continually rich (Greek
“plousios”) – wealthy
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- Wealthy because of Christ –
2 Corinthians 8:9
-Wealthy in Christ – Ephesians 1:3
- Contrast to the Laodicean Church –
Revelation 3:17
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D. I know the blasphemy of you
(Greek “blasemia”)

1. Its nature – To slander or speak
evil of a person with the intent
to do damage to that individual
2. It’s source –The ones saying
continually we are Jews but are
not – They are not the Israel of
God but are Satan’s synagogue
(no temple at this time) –
Rejected God’s Messiah
201
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All man made religions are the
Church or Synagogue of Satan
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3. Its content in the First Century

- Cannibalism – “partake of the
Lord”
- Immorality – “Love Feats”
- Home Wreckers – families broken
apart by unbeliever leaving
- Atheist – don’t worship emperor
- Treasonist– Loyal only to King
Jesus
203

Content today
 Extremists

- Radical Christianity
– Opposition to gay

 Homophobic

marriage
 Dangerous – Because of political
power
 Holier than Thou’s – Righteousness
 Fundamentalists – Hold to absolutes
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The Admonition for the Church
Revelation 2:10 – “Do not fear any of
those things which you are about to
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to
throw some of you into prison, that
you may be tested, and you will have
tribulation ten days. Be faithful until
death, and I will give you the crown
of life.”
205

A. Be Fearless

1. The prohibition – Don’t be afraid –
Greek “phobeomai” – to be afraid –
Here it has the sense of being
paralyzed by the apprehension and
fear.
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1 Peter 3:14-17

But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And
do not be afraid of their threats, nor be
troubled.” But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts, and always be ready to give a defense
to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
having a good conscience, that when they
defame you as evildoers, those who revile
your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.
For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer
for doing good than for doing evil.
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2. The parameters – Any of those
things you are about to suffer
a. The author - The devil – Greek –
“diabolos” – Rev. 12:9-10 and 1 Peter

5:8

b. The type – Lit. “Cast into prison” –
Usually to wait execution
c. The reason – In order that you might
be tested – Greek “periazo” – to
examine
d. The duration – You will possess
affliction for 10 days – At the end of
which they would be executed.
Probably literal days
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The bad news –Persecution will last
for 10 days in prison
The good news – It will end
quickly…. with your execution

209

B. Be Faithful

1. Command – Be faithful
a. Be trustworthy, reliable, not
faltering – 2 Timothy 1:12
b. Take heart from 2 Timothy 2:11-13
2. Extent – Unto death – Remember
Jesus – Phil. 2:5-8
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When crushed the Church at
Smyrna omitted the sweet
fragrances of courage and
commitment that dwelt in them.
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What comes out of me if I am
crushed?
 Words

of cursing or Words of
promise from the Word
 Craziness or peace
 Hatred or love
 Fear or faith
 Fleeing or faithfulness
 Me or Jesus
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3. Reward – I will give you the
crown of life

a. Promise – Jesus will personally
give to the faithful Smyrians
b. The crown of life – The garland
of victory awarded in an athletic
contest – 1 Corinthians 9:25
c. Could not participate in Crown
of Smyrna and Crown of Asia but
get the Crown of Life which is
eternal
213
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They may deny you the
Miss USA Crown Carrie Prejean

But they can’t deny you the Crown of Life
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See Romans 8:18 and 2 Corinthians
4:16-18
(See 2 Corinthians 11:22-33 for “light
affliction”)
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We may not get:
 The

job we are qualified for but we’ll
get the placement in His kingdom
 The promotion we deserve but we’ll
get the ultimate promotion to
heaven.
 The recognition coming to us but
we’ll get a “well done good and
faithful servant” from our Lord.
 The raise that is ours but we’ll get
the rewards that last forever
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The Assurance concerning the
Church
Revelation 2:11 - “He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. He who overcomes
shall not be hurt by the second
death.”
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A. The Invitation
1.

The application of this message
is to everyone who has an ear

2. It is the Word of the Spirit of
God to the churches
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B. The Declaration

1. Who is an overcomer – 1 John

5:4-5

2. Is in no way harmed – Double
negative – Not possible to be
harmed
3. From the second death –
Compare Rev. 20:14-15 with

Rev. 20:6,

219

73

Revelation 21:6-8 - And He said to me, “It
is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the Beginning and the End. I will give of
the fountain of the water of life freely to
him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall
inherit all things, and I will be his God and
he shall be My son. But the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and
all liars shall have their part in the lake
which burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death.”
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See also 1 Corinthians 15:54-55 and
Hebrews 2:14-15
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So…What’s it to me?

222
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The Story of Polycarp, a disciple of
the apostle John and Bishop of
Smyrna (69 -155 AD)
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The proconsul then urged him,
saying, ‘Swear and I will release thee;
– reproach Christ.’
Polycarp answered, ‘Eighty and six
years have I served him, and he
never once wronged me; how then
shall I blaspheme my King, Who hath
saved me?’
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The proconsul again urged him,
‘Swear by the fortune of Caesar.’
Polycarp replied, ‘Since you still
vainly strive to make me swear by the
fortune of Caesar, as you express it,
affecting ignorance of my real
character, hear me frankly declaring
what I am — I am a Christian – and if
you desire to learn the Christian
doctrine, assign me a day, and you
shall hear.’
225
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As soon as he had uttered the word
‘Amen,’ the officers lighted the fire.
The flame, forming the appearance of
an arch, as the sail of a vessel filled
with wind, surrounded, as with a wall,
the body of the martyr; which was in
the midst, not as burning flesh, but as
gold and silver refining in the furnace.
We received also in our nostrils such
a fragrance as proceeds from
frankincense or some other precious
perfume.
226

Application
 What’s

in me that will come out
of me when I’m crushed?

 Am

I in the group called
Overcomers?
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The Beginning of the End and
the End of the Beginning
Part 6

The Compromising Church
Revelation 2:12-17
Pergamos
228
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Introduction

229

The Address to the Church

Revelation 2:12 - “And to the angel
of the church in Pergamos write,
‘These things says He who has the
sharp two-edged sword:’”
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A. The City - Peragmos

1. The location - 55 miles North of
Smyrna – 20 miles inland from
the Aegean Sea
2. The name means “parchment” –
paper for writing
3. Population – 200,000
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4. Culture – Had the largest library
of the time (200,000 volumes)
and a University
5. Worship – Prominent gods Zeus (savior god), Dionysos and
Asklepios (god of healing)
represented with a serpent. First
to institute emperor worship
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6. Atmosphere – antagonistic toward
Christians
7. Capitol; City of Asia Minor – The
Proconsul had the right of the sword,
he could execute someone at will
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B. The Church – To the angel of the
Church

1. Founded as a result of Acts
19:10 ministry
2. Believers saved out of a very
pagan culture
3. This church had been faithful in
suffering
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C. The Correspondent – The one
having the two-edged sword
1. An obvious reference to Jesus
Christ – See Revelation 1:16
2. Two-edged Sword – Greek
“romphaia” – spear like sword
3. Speaks of Jesus’ judicial
authority – Revelation 19:15 and

21
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4. The pro-counsel has the power of
the sword but Jesus has the
ultimate authority.
5. Reminds us of Hebrews 4:12
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The Assessment of the Church

240
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A. The Commendation

Revelation 2:13 - “I know your works,
and where you dwell, where Satan’s
throne is. And you hold fast to My
name, and did not deny My faith even
in the days in which Antipas was My
faithful martyr, who was killed among
you, where Satan dwells”

241

1. I know your situation –
“where Satan’s throne is”

Altar of Zeus in Pergamos

242

The word altar is somewhat misleading.
The structure is a monumental
colonnaded court in the form of a
horseshoe, 120 by 112 feet. The podium
of the altar was nearly 18 feet high. The
great frieze, which ran at the base of the
structure for 446 feet, depicted a
gigantomachy, that is, a battle of the
gods and the giants. It was one of the
greatest works of Hellenistic art. (New
Testament Cities in Western Asia Minor
[Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980], 35–36)
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Special note: Satan is not omnipresent

a. Jesus is familiar with what is going
on with them
b. He knows their home
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c. Where the throne of Satan is – Place
of authority, seat of government
- Pagan idol worship is here which is the
worship of demons – Psalm 106:36-38
- Satanically inspired persecution is
here – See Revelation 2:10
- Worship of Asklupios – represented by
a god holding a serpent – Gen 3, Rev.
12:9 and 20:2 – See 1 Corinthians
10:19-20 – image of idol and demon
associated
- A hellish place to live if you are a
Christian
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God of healing
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Symbol for medical profession
247

A bit of history

This altar was removed and brought
to Berlin, Germany in the late 1800’s.
Perhaps this throne of Satan
influenced one of the worlds most
demonic leaders – Adolph Hitler
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2. I know your steadfastness – you hold
fast to my name and did not deny my
faith
a. Hold fast (Greek “krateo” = to grasp
– see Hebrews 4:14) my name – see

2:3

b. Not denied in the past (Greek
“arneomai” – to forsake or renounce)
the faith of which I am the object –
Matthew 10:33 and Revelation 3:8
and 14:12

249

83

3. I know your severity
a.

Even in the time/days of
Antipas – this is when the
persecution was real intense.
This is when they were
steadfast

b. My faithful martyr – He is with
Jesus now and is described as
faithful – See Acts 22:20
250

c. Killed among you – executed for
the faith – Burned to death in a
bronze bull
d. In the place where Satan lives
continually – The devil had
something to do with his death
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B. The Condemnation of the Church

Revelation 2:14-15 - But I have a few
things against you, because you have
there those who hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a
stumbling block before the children
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit sexual
immorality. Thus you also have those
who hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.
252
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1. I am rebuking you for your compromise
with the doctrine of Balaam

a. In contrast to commendation is
the complaint – I possess a few
things against you
b. You possess in the church ones
possessing the teaching of Balaam
- See Numbers 24-25 and 31:16 –
See also 2 Peter 2:15 (way) and
Jude 11 (error)
253

c. Taught Balak to put a stumbling
block in before the children of
Israel
- stumbling block (Greek
“skandalos” ) – a trap with bait
d. To eat things sacrificed to idols
– a violation of conscience
e. To commit sexual immorality –
engage in unlawful sexual
activity
254

The counterpart we face in our day is
the practice of pornography and
fornication among Christians and the
acceptance of unmarriages, of living
together without marriage, that is
often widespread in the churches
today. That is the error of Balaam. –
Ray Steadman

255

85

f. Moabite women used to
accomplish this – 24,000 of God’s
people died because of this
g. See Acts 15:20 and cp. 1 Cor. 6:1518 & 10:19-28
h. A certain laxness was being taught
in these arenas
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2. I am rebuking you for your
compromise with the doctrine of the
Nicolatians

a. Posses continually in the Church
b. The ones holding teaching of the
Nicoltians – See Acts 6:5
c. Jesus hates this teaching –
Revelation 2:6
d. Might be a perversion of Christian
liberty
257

In the realm of church history this
occurred during the times of
Constantine (313 A.D.)
 Church

become favored religion of state
merged with state
 Heathen priests became Christian priests
 Heathen temples became Christian churches
 Heathen feasts became Christian festivals
 Church

258
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Satan can’t curse us so he seeks to
get us to compromise with the world
so we are no longer blessable
James 4:4 - Adulterers and
adulteresses! Do you not know that
friendship with the world is enmity
with God? Whoever therefore wants
to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God
259

Are there teaching in the church that
lead to hedonism or materialism?
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The Admonitions for the Church
Revelation 2:16 - Repent, or else I will
come to you quickly and will fight
against them with the sword of My
mouth.
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A. Repent

Because Jesus hates this –
“therefore”
2. Commanded to “change your
mind”
3. Their tolerance toward these
doctrines was intolerable
1.

262

Titus 1:10-11 - For there are many
insubordinate, both idle talkers and
deceivers, especially those of the
circumcision, whose mouths must
be stopped, who subvert whole
households, teaching things which
they ought not, for the sake of
dishonest gain.
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B. Ramifications

1. I will come to you quickly
- Come to the church specifically
and individually
- May refer to 2nd coming – sense of
unexpectedly here – see 3:11,
22:7,12,22, 22:6
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2. I will fight against them
- Greek “polemso” – to fight against –
wage war – see Rev. 19:11
- the ones holding these false
doctrines
- by means of the sword of my mouth
– chastening in view - 1 Peter 4:17-18
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The Assurances concerning the
Church

Revelation 2:17 - “He who has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. To him who
overcomes I will give some of the
hidden manna to eat. And I will give
him a white stone, and on the stone
a new name written which no one
knows except him who receives it.”
266

A. The Invitation

1. Jesus uses this phrase in Lk. 14:35,

& Matthew 13:43

2. Word of the Spirit to all the churches
3. All are invited to listen
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B. The Declaration

1. To the Overcomer – the believer –
1 John 5:4-5 - For whatever is born
of God overcomes the world. And
this is the victory that has overcome
the world—our faith. Who is he who
overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?
268

2. I will give to him some of the
hidden manna to eat
- give – give freely
- angel food – Exodus 16:32-34
- manna in the ark – Hebrews 9:4
- permanently hidden
- Ark in heaven – Rev. 11:19 – Jesus is
that manna/bread of life – John
6:47-58 and Psalm 78:24-25
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3. And I will give him a white stone
- perhaps a precious stone
- most likely a special stone issued to
victors in athletic events for entrance
to the victory celebration
- Name written on it only the one
receiving it knows – see Is 62:2,
65:15, Rev. 3:12 and 19:12
- Special name between close friends

270

90

271

So…What’s it to me?

Are we tolerating doctrines that lead to
sin?
Are we tolerating sin in the name of love
– 1 Corinnthians 5:11 - But now I have
written to you not to keep company with
anyone named a brother, who is sexually
immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a
reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—
not even to eat with such a person.
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The Beginning of the End and the End
of the Beginning – Pt. 7

The Corrupt Church
Thyatira
273
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Hand Sanitizer Contaminated With
Bacteria Recalled




The Food and Drug Administration warned
consumers Monday not to use skin
products made by Clarcon because of high
levels of disease-causing bacteria found
during a recent inspection.
Clarcon Biological Chemistry Laboratory
Inc. of Roy, Utah, issued a voluntary recall
of some skin sanitizers and skin
protectants marketed under several
different brand names, the FDA said in a
statement.
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That which is suppose to purify,
itself becomes corrupted.
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Introduction:

276
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Jesus is seeking a perfect Church –
Ephesians 5:26-27& 1 Peter 1:15-17
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The Address to the Church
Revelation 2:18 - “And to the angel of
the church in Thyatira write, ‘These
things says the Son of God, who has
eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet
like fine brass.”
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A. The City - Thyatira

1. Its location – 40 miles
southeast of Pergamos
2. Its size – The smallest of seven
cities yet longest letter to any of
the churches, Jesus is concerned
for His church no matter the size.
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3. Its religion – Paganism with a
mixture of some Jews and
Christians, less stress on emperor
worship. Worship of Apollos and
Artemis (Diana) is prominent.
4. Its commerce – Known for the
dying of wool and garment
industry – Acts 16:14 – Lydia
from Thyatira is a seller of purple
and may be a sales representive
there.
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5. Its unions – Each industry has a
strong union. Each union had its
own god. You were expected to
participate in union festivals
where worship of idols and other
perversities were expected. Had
to be in the union to get job
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B. The Church – To the angel of the
Church
1. Made up of primarily former pagans
who belonged to garment guilds
2. Some Jews – See Old Testament
references – Psalm 2 and Jezebel
3. Founded perhaps by Lydia or by
Paul’s ministry in Ephesus - Acts

19:10

4. In serious spiritual trouble because
of tolerating sin and a false
prophetess
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C. The Correspondent

1. Write these things –
Commanded to record His words
2. The Son of God – Phrase no
found in Rev. 1:11-18 – Called
Son of man in 1:13 – sympathetic
– Sympathy not offered here –
Deity emphasized – John 10:3638 - Caesar is called the son of
284 God

3. Who has eyes like a flame of fire –
See Rev. 1:19 & 19:12 and 10:6 –
pictures of judgment and probing of
the heart
4. His feet like fine brass – “like
gleaming bronze” – pictures purity
and movement among the churches –
See Revelation 19:15
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The Assessment of the Church

286

A. The Commendation

Revelation 2:19 - “I know your
works, love, service, faith, and your
patience; and as for your works, the
last are more than the first.”
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1. There is quality
 Works

- Efforts
 Love – Greek “agape” –
unconditional love – Cp. Ephesus
Church – Rev. 2:4
 Service – Greek “diakonia” - minstry
 Faith – Greek “pistis” Trustworthiness
 And your Patience – Greek
“upomene” – perseverance
 Cp 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3
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2. There is quantity
 More

works now than at the
beginning

 This

would be considered a great
church according to the Church
Growth Movement
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What more could you ask?
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B. The Condemnation

1. The cause – Revelation 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things
against you, because you allow hat
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess, to teach and seduce My
servants to commit sexual immorality
and eat things sacrificed to idols.
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a. In contrast to the commendation
b. That you tolerate the woman Jezebel
– Greek “apheeis” – do nothing to stop,
almost condone
- Jezebel – 1 Kings 16 – The Phoenician
wife of Ahab who sought to pervert the
Northern Kingdom
- Everyone would know who this is in
the church.
c. Which calls herself a prophet of God
– Not God anointed but self appointed.
292

d. She teaches and leads astray Christ’s
servants
e. Product of teaching - commit sexual
immorality and eat meat offered to idols
– Acts 15:20 – Its okay to participate in
the Feasts of the Guilds they are apart of
f. Probably separating the spirit and the
body (1 Cor. 6:13-18) or giving some
other excuse for behavior
293

These guilds met frequently, and they
met for a common meal. Such a meal
was, at least in part, a religious
ceremony. It would probably meet in a
heathen temple, and it would certainly
begin with a libation to the gods, and the
meal itself would largely consist of meat
offered to idols. The official position of
the church meant that a Christian could
not attend such a meal. - William Barclay.
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Her philosophy was what you often
hear today: "Business is business." If
business practices collide with your
Christian principles, then your
principles have to go -- because you
have to make a living. Have you ever
heard that argument? – Dr. Ray
Steadman
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2. The confrontation

Revelation 2:21 - And I gave her time
to repent of her sexual immorality,
and she did not repent.
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a. I have given her in the past with
ongoing results a period of time to
repent
- 3 John 9-10 – John may have also
confronted
b. She desired not to repent of her
fornication – She is personally
involved in this activity and choses to
remain in it
297
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3. The consequences

Revelation 2:22 -23 - Indeed I will cast
her into a sickbed, and those who
commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of their
deeds. I will kill her children with death,
and all the churches shall know that I
am He who searches the minds and
hearts. And I will give to each one of
you according to your works.
298

a. She will be cast into a bed – “bed =
Greek “kline” – perhaps a casket in
view
b. Her companions in false teaching
will be cast into “mega affliction” – 1

Cor. 5:4-5

c. Unless they repent of their works –
Jesus Christ gives them one more
chance
d. Her children I will kill by the
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f. Product – This church becomes a sermon
illustration – all churches know

- I am = The Deity of Christ
- Jesus Christ searches the minds –
Greek nephrous” – The kidneys
- Jesus Christ searches the hearts
– Greek “kardias”
- according to the standard of their
work – 2 Timothy 4:14 and 1

Cor. 4:5
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The Admonition for the Church
Revelation 2:24-25 - “Now to you I
say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as
many as do not have this doctrine,
who have not known the depths of
Satan, as they say, I will put on you
no other burden. But hold fast what
you have till I come.
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A. The audience
1. Lit. “The left ones in Thyatira”
2. The ones not possessing this false
teaching
3. Don’t know the depths of Satan – depths
= Greek “bathea” – beyond human
scrutiny
- Note Satan in the church – Compare to the
problems at Sardis and Pergamos
4. As they speak – “they call it this –
unbelievable – probably “sinning without
being defiled” – “We need to get close to
the devil to defeat him”
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B. The advice
1. Lit. – “I will not cast on you” –
Jesus has the authority to ask more
but he won’t
2. Another burden – living there in
that Church is burden enough
3. Hold fast – Greek “krateo” – strict
adherence, hold on in a single
decisive act
4. To what you possess continually –
picture of a valued possession
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The Assurances concerning the Church

Revelation 2:26-29 - And he who
overcomes, and keeps My works until
the end, to him I will give power over
the nations—‘He shall rule them with
a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to
pieces like the potter’s vessels’—as I
also have received from My Father;
and I will give him the morning star.
“He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.”
304

A. The Declaration to the Overcomers

1. The who
a.The ones overcoming – the believer
– 1 John 5:4-5
b. The one keeping my works until the
end – guarding or holding the works
of Christ – end = death or return of
Christ – See Matthew 24:13
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2. The what

a. I will give authority over the
nations – Give as a gift the power to
do something (exousia) – Jesus has
all authority – Matthew 28:18, Rev.
1:6, 12:5 and 19:15 – we are coregents with him– Romans 8:17 and
Revelation 20:6
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b. ‘He shall rule them with a rod of
iron; They shall be dashed to pieces
like the potter’s vessels’ – Quote of
Psalm 2:7-9, See Revelation 11:15 –
Non-compliant will be crushed and
broken in pieces (Greek “tribo”) –
Father gives to the Son and he gives
to us
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c. I will give him the morning star –
See 2 Peter 1:19, Daniel 12:3 and
Matthew 13:43 or Malachi 4:2 and
Revelation 22:16
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Revelation 22:16 - “I, Jesus, have
sent My angel to testify to you these
things in the churches. I am the Root
and the Offspring of David, the
Bright and Morning Star.”
Jesus is want the church gets

309
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The Morning Star is Jesus - See
Colossians 1:27.
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B. The Invitation to the Observers

1. The word of the Spirit to all the
churches and everyone
2. Universal application
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We see that this church foreshadows the time from
the 6th to the 16th century, a thousand years that
has been called "The Devil's Millennium," the "Dark
Ages," or, it is known to history as the "Middle
Ages." It was a time when the church became
corrupt by combining pagan rites and Christian
teaching. Many pagan practices and heathen rituals
were introduced into the churches, baptized with
Christian terminology, related in some way to
elements of the Bible, and thus accepted as being
true: Images began to be worshipped in churches.
Various practices of priests which were unknown to
the early church began to be approved. The control
of political powers by religious authorities was
widely sought. – Dr. Ray Steadman
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Interesting Historical Note
The Jezebel of the Old Testament taught
Israel to go after Ashtaroth, “Queen of
Heaven”
The age of the Corrupt Church, led by
another Jezebel, pushed God’s people to
worship Mary who becomes in essence
the “Queen of Heaven”
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No Church in Thyatira today
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So….What’s it to me?
 God

insists that doing the right
things must be accompanied by
believing the right things.
Discernment and love must go
hand in hand.

 God

will chasten us to bring us
into conformity to His will and
purposes
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The Beginning of the End
and the End of the
Beginning - Pt. 8

The Corpse Church –
Sardis
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Introduction - Questions
 Are

there any similarities in this
church to ours.
 Are there any similarities in
these people to me.
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The Polar Star is 33 Light Years Away

318
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This means it will die 33 years before
we know it. We will continue to see
its glorious glow and not realize it
has been dead for quite some time.
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Regretfully Churches and Christians
can be like this. We see the glow of
what they use to be and don’t know
that have long since burned out.

This is the story of Sardis, the Corpse
Church.
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The Address to the Church
Revelation 3:1a - “And to the angel of
the church in Sardis write, ‘These
things says He who has the seven
Spirits of God and the seven stars’…”
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A. The City – Sardis

1. Location
– 30 Miles south of Thyatira on a 1500
foot high plateau
- An impregnable fortress.
- Formerly capitol of area known as
Lydia
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2. Distinctions

a. Large cemetery just outside the city
walls named the Necropolis – Called the
thousand hills
b. Had experienced military defeat twice in
500 and 200 B.C. because of overconfidence
c. Earthquake of 17AD required Emperor’s
help in rebuilding
d. Garment industry thrived

325

326

3. Religion

a. Because of Emperor Tibernas’
help they built a temple to he and
his wife
b. Special emphasis on power of
deities to restore life, hot springs
two miles from the city said to
restore life
327
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B. The Church

1.The corpse church – Have a name
but are dead
2. Founded through Paul’s
missionary endeavors – Acts 19:10

328
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C. The Correspondent
1. Possess continually the seven spirits of
God
- Rev. 1:4 – Seven spirits before the throne
– Rev. 4:5 & 5:6 – Seven eyes = seven
spirits which roam the earth – Speaks of
omniscience
- Zechariah 4:1-10 – Not by might, etc
- Romans 8:2 – Life giving Spirit in
contrast to pools outside of Sardis
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2. Possess continually the seven
stars – Authority and leadership
over the churches – Revelation 1:20
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Jesus Christ is all the Church
needs. He needs to become all
that the Church wants.
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The Assessment of the Church
Revelation 3:1b-2 - “I know your
works, that you have a name that you
are alive, but you are dead. Be
watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die,
for I have not found your works
perfect before God.”
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A. The Commendation – None

- I know your works – Jesus Christ is
acquainted with their works and at
this point has nothing good to say
about them

334

B. The Condemnation
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1. Reputation verses Reality
a. You possess a name that is alive –
They had a reputation (Greek “”noma”)
b. Alive = living – a place where things are
happening – They believed their press
clippings
c. Yet you are dead – Greek “nekros”
would bring to mind the cemetery just
outside the city – Perhaps they are in a
coma so deep if they are not soon
awakened they will die.
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2. Lazy slumber verses Loving
Service
a. Lit. “become awake continually” – Prove
yourself watchful, wake up
b. Lit. “make firm the ready to die things
that are left”
- The ministries and efforts that haven’t
croaked yet
- Make firm or strengthen so they don’t go
the way of the rest of the church

337

c. Lit. – “For I found in the past to
this day your efforts are not complete
from God’s perspective”.
-Complete (Greek “plereo”) – fulfilled,
complete – their hearts are not in
their efforts
- See 1 Samuel 16:7
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"The management regrets that it has
come to their attention that workers
dying on the job are failing to fall
down. This practice must stop, as it
become impossible to distinguish
between death and the natural
movement of the staff. Any employee
found dead in the upright position
will be dropped from the payroll."
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How to spot a Comatose/Corpse
Church or Christian
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Forgetfulness of blessings
Hardness toward spiritual renewal
Preoccupation with the way it was
Guarding of territory
No sense of the living Christ in
everyday lives
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The Admonition for the Church
Revelation 3:3-4 - Remember
therefore how you have received and
heard; hold fast and repent.
Therefore if you will not watch, I will
come upon you as a thief, and you
will not know what hour I will come
upon you. You have a few names
even in Sardis who have not defiled
their garments; and they shall walk
with Me in white, for they are worthy.
341

A. Commands
(God’s Road for Revival)

342
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1. Remember our foundation
a. Therefore – In light of the fact that you
are slumbering and about to die
b. Be remembering – positive command –
keep in the forefront of your memory
c. How you have received and heard –
1 Thessalonians 1:5-6 & 2:13
- Welcomed the Word and heard it at the
specific point of history
d. Guard it, obey it or hold fast to it (Greek
“tereo”)
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2. Repent of our failures

a. Repent – negative command
- Greek “metaneo” – to change your
mind and so your heart
- No fence sitting
b. Admit you are wrong and make an
effort to change – 2 Cor. 7:9-11
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3. Reflect on your future
a. If you don’t wake up therefore –
Conditional, maybe they will, maybe they
won’t
b. I will come as a thief
- I will come unexpectantly
- I will come to do damage
- Thief – get our word “kleptomaniac” from
- Used of 2nd Advent in Rev. 16:15,
1 Thess. 5:2, Matt. 24:42-43 & Luke 12:9
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c. You will in no wise know when I
will come upon you
- no way will know – double negative
- Come upon = judgment
- The Lord Jesus Christ will bury this
dead Church
- Brings to mind Sardis twice falling
because not being watchful
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B. Exemptions
1. Contrast - But – Strong contrast to
those who need to wake up
2. Count – You possess a few names in
Sardis – In this church there are just a few
this way
3. Characterization – Which have not
soiled their garments
- These few have not allowed themselves
to be polluted (Greek “moluno”) by the
world around them
- The rest may very well be lost
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4. Consequence – They shall walk
with me in white because they are
worthy
- In the future they will continually
walk with Jesus Christ as opposed to
being buried by Him (Greek “leukos”)
– the idea of purity and loyalty
- Jesus is coming this way – Rev. 19:78, 14 & 22:14
- They are worthy because they are are
made so by the Worthy One –

Revelation 5:9-10

348
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The Assurances concerning the
Church
Revelation 3:5-6 - He who overcomes
shall be clothed in white garments,
and I will not blot out his name from
the Book of Life; but I will confess
his name before My Father and
before His angels. He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.”
349

A. The Declaration to the
Overcomers
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1. The recipients
a.

The overcoming ones

b. The believer (Greek “vikeo”)
– 1 John 5:4-5 – not a special
class of believer, just a believer.
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2. The rewards
a. Pure garments
 As

the ones a Sardis who had not
soiled themselves
 To be arrayed in the righteousness of
Jesus Christ (1 John 3:2)
 Pagan worship required clean robes
– Jesus gives eternal spotless robes
to us
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b. Permanent name
 No

wise have name wiped out of the
book of life
 Not possible for names to be wiped
out in the book of heavenly citizens –

Rev. 20:11-15 and 21:27, cp. 13:8 &
17:8

 The

registry of Sardis citizenship
erased names as people died or
committed crimes
 Jesus will never remove our name
from the heavenly rolls

353

c. Personal Allegiance
 Our

names confessed before the
Father and His angels

 Matthew

10:32-33, Luke 12:8, &
2 Timothy 2:11-13
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See Ezekiel 37:1-11
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So….What’s it to me?
 How

would Jesus evaluate us as a
church
 How would Jesus evaluate me as a
believer
 Am I among the living or the dead
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The Church of the Reformation
1517-1793

357
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The Beginning of the End
and the End of the
Beginning – Pt. 9

The Consistent Church
Revelation 3:7-13
Philadelphia
359

Introduction:

360
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The Address to the Church

Revelation 3:7 - “And to the angel of
the church in Philadelphia write,
‘These things says He who is holy, He
who is true, “He who has the key of
David, He who opens and no one
shuts, and shuts and no one opens”

361

A. The City

1. Its location – 28 miles south of
Sardis on a plateau
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2. Its history
- Founded by Attlus II ( King of Pergamos in
190 B.C.) who was called “Philadelphous”
because of his devotion for his brother –
city is named after him
- Youngest city of the seven
- Earthquake prone – Hurt worst by 17AD
earthquake, rebuilt by Tibernas - Changed
name to Neocaesarea and Flavia at
separate times
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3. Its Purpose – To set up a
Hellenistic out- post to spread GrecoRoman Culture to this area of the
world – was very successful
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4. Its industry
-Earthquakes moves residents to city
outskirts
-Became farmers
5. Its religion – general paganism –
emperor/state religion, appears also
to have a large Jewish population
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B. The Church
1. Its founding – Acts 19:10 – from
ministry of Paul at Ephesus
2. Its size – “Little strength” may
indicate it was a small Church
3. Its history – Stayed true and faithful in
the midst of Muslim influence until
1392
4. Its persecution implied by Revelation
3:8 – “have not denied my name”
5. Its stature – No words of
condemnation or correction
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C. The Correspondent

1. The Holy One (Greek “agios”)
- Term refers to the Father in
Revelation 4:8 & 6:10 – Thus Christ’s
deity is emphasized
-Messianic term as well for the
Messiah was “set apart”
- Christ is the Jewish Messiah though
they have rejected Him
370

2. The True One (Greek “alethinos”)

- His genuineness and veracity
- He is the real thing
- He is the truth – John 14:6
- See Rev. 3:14, 19:11, 21:5 &

22:6

- The real Messiah
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3. The One possessing the key of
David
- Clear reference to Isaiah 22:20-22
- He is the root and offspring of David
– See Revelation 5:5 & 22:16
- Key of David – Messianic kingdom in
view – Jews said they were excluded
from this
- See Revelation 1:18 for the keys
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Again Jesus Christ is all the church
needs and He needs to become all
that the church wants.
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4. Who is opening and no one closes
and closes and no one opens

- Speaks of His omnipotence
- The one who habitually opens
and no one in the future can
close
- The one who habitually closes
and no one in the future can
open
- The Messiah has great authority
374

The Assessment of the Church

Revelation 3:8-10

A. The Commendation – This is a
blessable church
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1. Its blessing – Revelation 3:8a - “I
know your works. See, I have set
before you an open door, and no one
can shut it….”
a. I know your works – Jesus is
omniscient and acquainted with them
thoroughly even through they are a
small church.
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b. I give you an open door

- Gave it in the past as a gift and it
has ongoing results
- Open door – opened in the past
and still open
- The door is described as one that
no one can close
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c. What is the open door

- Entrance into the kingdom – No
one can take this away
- Spiritual riches in Christ –

Ephesians 1:3

- Evangelistic opportunities – Acts

14:27, 1 Cor. 16:9, 2 Cor. 2:12 &
Col. 4:3
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2. Its basis – Revelation 3:8b –“
…For you have a little strength, have
kept My word, and have not denied
My name.” (for = “oti” – Because)
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a. Their humility – Possess little
strength

- Possess on a continual basis lit.
“little dynamite” – speaks of self
estimation – Cp. Revelation 3:17
- God’s blessings has little to do
with size
- When you really know you are
weak you pray – See 1 Peter 5:5-

7
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b. Their vitality – kept my Word

- They had a history of keeping His
Word
- Greek “trepo” – to obey
- My Word – the teachings of Jesus
Christ
- Implies they know the Word
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c. Their fidelity – Not denied my
name

- They had a history of not
denying Christ
- Greek “arneomai” – deny or
disown- Matt 10:33
- They had opportunity because of
persecution
- We can deny by our behavior
and our attitudes as well
382

3. Its benefits – Revelation 3:9-10
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a. Vindication – Revelation 3:9 –
Indeed I will make those of the
synagogue of Satan, who say they
are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed
I will make them come and worship
before your feet, and to know that I
have loved you.
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1. The actors
- Out of the synagogue of Satan – Jews
who had rejected the Messiah
- The ones calling themselves Jews –
prided themselves in being God’s
people
- And are not – Jewishness is of the
heart – Rom. 2:28
- But are lying – strong contrast –
know the truth but deliberately lying
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2. The activity
- Done by God – Give them to make
them
-Worship before the feet of you and
know I have loved you – Will know
that Jesus loves them – See the door
that no one can shut
- They will come and welcome you
respectively – Psalm 110:1
- Provoked by Gentiles – Romans

11:11

386

b. Preservation – Revelation 3:10 Because you have kept My command
to persevere, I also will keep you
from the hour of trial which shall
come upon the whole world, to test
those who dwell on the earth.

387
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1. Perseverance

- Because you kept the Word from
me about perseverance
- You’ve obeyed
- See Matt. 24:13, 2 Thess. 3:5,

Hebrews 12:3, Rev. 13:10 and
14:12

- Genuine faith always perseveres

388

2. Promise

- I will also keep you out of the
hour of testing – Greek “tereo” –
to keep or protect
- out of the midst (ek) – see John

17:15

- the hour – a definite period of
time
- of trial/testing – cp. 1 John 5:19
389

The hour of testing is:
 Impending

– about to come
 Purposeful - to test
 Universal – the whole living ones
 Specific – the dwellers upon the
earth – see Rev. 6:10, 8:13,

11;10, 12:12
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Compare – 1 Thessalonians 5:10 and
Revelation 6:16-17

391

B. The Condemnation – None

392

The Admonition for the Church –
Revelation 3:11 - Behold, I am coming
quickly! Hold fast what you have, that
no one may take your crown.

393
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A. The Perspective

Jesus is coming quickly – when He
comes it will be quick and His return is
impending – See Rev. 22:7, 12, & 20

394

B. The Exhortation

Keep holding fast (Greek “kratei” )
what you presently have – don’t lose
ground – Could say this to them
because they were in such good
shape

395

C. The Motivation

- In order that no personage, no
one
- Takes the crown of you (Greek
“stephanos”)
- You don’t lose your reward – Col.
2:18 (salvation not in view)

396
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The Assurances concerning the
Church

Revelation 3:12-13 - He who
overcomes, I will make him a pillar in
the temple of My God, and he shall go
out no more. I will write on him the
name of My God and the name of the
city of My God, the New Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven from
My God. And I will write on him My new
name. “He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.”
397

1. A Pillar in the temple
- Overcomer = a Christian – 1 John

5:4-5

- A pillar in the temple of God – Greek
“stylon” – often a pillar would be
dedicated to someone
- no temple in new heaven and earth –
Rev. 21:22 – metaphorical
- He shall not go outside – double neg.
– in no way – i.e – forever in the
presence of God

398

2. A Possession of God – Jesus will
write the name of God – shows
ownership
3. A Place in Jerusalem – the name of
the city of my God, the new
Jerusalem – Place of unparalleled
blessing, It’s builder and make is God
– Hebrews 11:10 and Hebrews 12:22
- see Revelation 21:1-4
399

133

4. A Possession of Christ – and my
name – idea of fellowship and
kinship, the fullness of Christ is now
realized

400

B. The Invitation to the Observer
1. The ones having ears to hear –
all individuals
2. Let him hear - an entreaty and
invitation
3. What the Spirit is saying to the
Churches – for all churches in all
ages

401

The Church after the Reformation
 The

Great Awakening – 1730-1760
Revivals of Wesley and Edwards and
Whitfield
 The Moravian Mission Movement
 The Modern Day Mission Movement
 The Second Great Awakening – 1790-1840
 The

402
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So…..What’s it to me?
 What

kind of Christian do I want
to be?
 What kind of Church do we want
to be?

403

The Beginning of the End and
the End of the Beginning –
Part 10

The Cruddy or Christless
Church – Revelation 3:1422

404

Introduction

405
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The Address to the Church

Revelation 3:14 - “And to the angel
of the church of the Laodiceans
write, These things says the Amen,
the Faithful and True Witness, the
Beginning of the creation of God.”

406

A. The City – In Laodicea

1. Location – 60 miles south east of
Philadelphia
- part of the tri-city area – Laodicea,
Colosse and Hierapolis – Colossians
4:13
2. Founding – By Antichus II, he
named it after his wife before their
divorce
- Name means “people rule”
407
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409

3. Landmarks

- Strong banking industry
- Known for a special black wool
made and woven into clothing
- Medical school near the cityknown for a special eye salve
(collyrium) called “Phrygian
ointment”
- Great aqueduct system because
no natural water good enough
410
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Water Sources

Colosse – cold springs 12 miles east
Hieropolis – hot springs –
therapeutic – 7 miles north
Laodicea – luke-warm with a foul
smell
412

4. History

- known as rich city
- Destroyed in 60 AD but refused
Roman help to rebuild
-rebuilt more beautiful than ever

413

B. The Church
1. Founded during Paul’s work in Acts

19:10

2. Epaphras had prominent place
among , very concerned for
3. Had received letter from Paul – Col.
4:16 – perhaps Ephesians is
circulatory letter
4. Probably touched by heresies at
Colosse
5. It is a Christless Church – Rev. 3:20

414
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C. The Correspondent – Write
these things says the ……..

415

1. The Amen (Greek “Amen”)

- The quality per excel lance
- Means fixed, true, unchangeable
- See Isaiah 65:16 – God of truth,
deity reference
- In Him all God’s promises are
“amen” – 2 Cor. 1:20

416

2. The faithful and true witness
- Greek “martus” – Jesus is the witness
of God – John 3:11 and 32-33
- He is faithful (Greek “pistos” –
trustworthy - see Rev. 1:5
- He is true (Greek “alethinos” –
genuine, the ideal witness

417
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3. The beginning of the
creation of God
- similar to Col. 1:15-17 – written to
combat false low view of Christ
- Beginning – like first born – refers to
the first in order not the first created
- Greek “arche”’ the architect
- As the Alpha and Omega he can be no
less- Rev. 22:13
- Of the creation owned by the true
God (owned by the Godhead)

418

Jesus Christ is everything the
Church needs. He needs to become
all that the Church wants.

419

The Assessment of the Church –

Revelation 3:15-17

420
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A. The Commendation – None – I
know your works and I have nothing
good to say about you.

421

B. The Condemnation

422

1. Their Serious Condition –
Revelation 3:15-16 - “I know your
works, that you are neither cold nor
hot. I could wish you were cold or
hot.”

423
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a. Cold (Greek “psychros”) – in a
spiritual sense, thus refreshing
b. Hot (Greek “zestos”) - boiling hot,
thus therapeutic.
c. I wish you were hot or cold – Jesus
wished they were one way or the
other. Both ways are useful.

424

Perhaps

The cold water is useful
The hot water is useful
The luke-warm water has no use.
“I wish you were good for something
instead of good for nothing”
425

d. Thus, because you are luke
warm (greek “chliaros”) reference
to water temp at Laodicea and
perhaps foul smell associated with
it
- Christ is being embraced halfheartedly

426
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2. Their Severe Consequences –
Revelation 3:16 – “So then, because
you are lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will vomit you out of My
mouth..”

427

- Because of luke-warmness
- I am about to spew you out of my
mouth
- Imminent action
- Decisive action – to vomit, to reject
with discuss
- Made sick by their luke-warmness

428

3. Their Self -Deception – Revelation
3:17 – “Because you say, ‘I am rich,
have become wealthy, and have need
of nothing’—and do not know that
you are wretched, miserable, poor,
blind, and naked.”

429
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a. Because – tells second reason for
condemnation
b. You say you are rich, become
wealthy and don’t need anything
- continually state they are wealthy
- became wealthy on their own
- possess no need, self sufficient
c. And don’t know – self deception or
arrogance
430

4. That you are continually
a. Wretched (Greek “talaiporos”) –
miserable
b. Miserable – (Greek “eleeinos”) –
pitiful
c. Poor (Greek “ptochos”) poor as a
beggar
d. Blind (Greek ‘tuphchas”)
e. Naked Greek “gumnos”)

431

The Admonition to the Church

432
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A. The Lord’s Counsel - Revelation
3:18 – “I counsel you to buy from Me
gold refined in the fire, that you may
be rich; and white garments, that you
may be clothed, that the shame of
your nakedness may not be revealed;
and anoint your eyes with eye salve,
that you may see.”
- I am presently counseling you to buy
from me – metaphorical – it’s free – Greek
“sumbouleuo” – to give advice

433

1. Value – refined gold from the fire
that you might be rich

- obvious reference to the banking
industry
- purest type of gold in view
- Christ want to make them
genuinely rich – Eph. 1:18 and Col.
2:3
Change your value system
434

2. Vestments – And white garments
in order that you might be clothed
and shame of your nakedness not be
manifested
- obvious reference to dark wool industry
- White garments – the righteousness of
Christ and us in Him
- Rev. 7:9 and 19:8
- our own garments are as filth rages – Is
64:6 - the real us is covered by Christ
righteousness
Put on the righteousness of Christ

435

145

3. Vision – and eye salve to anoint
your eyes in order that you may see

- obvious reference to medical school
nearby
- Greek “kolloupion” – eye salve
- to anoint the eyes (greek
“ophalmous”)
- result = Spiritual insight in view
Get the correct vision
436

B. The Lord’s Chastening –
Revelation 3:19 – “As many as I love,
I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be
zealous and repent.”

437

1. As many as I may love – Greek
“phileo – I am affectionate of
2. I rebuke and chasten – verbal
rebuke and discipline of love
sometimes severe

438
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3. Therefore be zealous and repent

- Because what I am doing I am
doing out of love
- be zealous over luke-warmness
- repent – to change mind and
thus actions and attitude – quick
decisive action in view

439

C. The Lord’s Call – Revelation 3:20 –
“Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him
and dine with him, and he with Me.”

440

1. Look at this – behold
2. Lit. I have stood by the door and I
am presently knocking – Saddest
picture of the New Testament – Jesus
outside of His church
3. If anyone hears and opens the door
– The call is open to everyone
4. Certainly – emphatic idea

441
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5. I will come in to him and sup with
him and he with me
-a reciprocating dining experience –
fantastic fellowship – “seipneso” –
- See SOS 5:1 and Luke 12:35-38 –
see also eschatological sense in
Rev. 19:7

442

443

The Assurances concerning the
Church – Revelation 3:21-22 - To him
who overcomes I will grant to sit with
Me on My throne, as I also overcame
and sat down with My Father on His
throne. “He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.”

444
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A. The Declaration to the Overcomer
1. To the overcomer – the believer
– 1 John 5:4-5
2. I will give as a gift

445

3. To sit with me on my throne

- promised to the original disciples
– Matt. 19:28
- now to all believers – Rev. 5:10,
11:15, 20:4 and 1 Cor. 6:2
- picture of being joint heirs –

Romans 8:17

446

4. Just as I overcome and sat with my
Father on His throne – Eph. 1:19-23
and John 16:33 and 17:20-21

We’ll sit with Him in glory at the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb

447
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B. The Invitation to the Observer
1. Who – the one having ears
2. What – let Him hear what is being
said
3. Whom – The Spirit is saying
4. Where – To the Churches – to
everyone of all ages

448

So….What’s it to me?

449

A Church could have……..

450
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The End of the Beginning
and the Beginning of the
End
Part 11
A Trip to Heaven

Revelation 4:1-5:14

451

Introduction:

452

Introduction (Continued)
 After

these things – The vision of
Christ and the letters to the Churches

 The

Majestic figure of Christ is not in
front of him anymore

 In

the Spirit – A new revelatory
experience

453
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I. The Preparation concerning
Heaven
 John

is prepared – Revelation 1
 The Church is prepared –
Revelation 2-3
 Heaven is prepared – Revelation
4

454

II. The Invitation to Heaven

Revelation 4:1 - After these things I
looked, and behold, a door standing
open in heaven. And the first voice
which I heard was like a trumpet
speaking with me, saying, “Come up
here, and I will show you things
which must take place after this.”

455

The door
 The

door (Greek “thura”) was in
heaven
 The door was open and staying
opened
 The door seems especially for
John
 We get a glimpse of heaven on
the side of the door.
456
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The voice
 First

voice I heard – John will hear
many voices beyond the door
 As a trumpet sounding – Compare

1 Thessalonians 4:16 & Rev. 1:10 –
see also Exodus 19:20

 Command

– Lit. “be borne up”, “taken
up here”
 After these things – See - Rev. 1:19

457

III. The Description of Heaven –
Revelation 4:2-7

Note the Word “throne” (Greek
“thronos”) – 12x in
Revelation 4 and 5

458

A. On the Throne – Revelation 4:2-3a
Immediately I was in the Spirit; and
behold, a throne set in heaven, and
One sat on the throne. And He who
sat there was like a jasper and a
sardius stone in appearance….

459
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Throne
A

picture of God’s Sovereignty
in heaven – permanent place
from which God rules (not rests) the
universe
 One sitting upon the throne – Not
many but One and only One
 Part of the Heavenly temple – See
 Set

Revelation 7:15 and 11:19
 Reminds us of Isaiah 6:1

460

Like Jasper and Sardius Stone
(First and last stones on High Priest’s
ephod)
 Jasper

= Watery crystal like
brightness - Revelation 21:11

 Sardius

– fiery deep red stone

 Trying

to capture the Shekinah
glory that comes from the One
on throne

461

B. Encircling the Throne – Revelation
4:3b - and there was a rainbow
around the throne, in appearance like
an emerald
Rainbow = Greek “iris”
Green like an emerald
Refers back to the promise of God in
Genesis 9:12-17 about how He will not
judge the world by water again
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Ezekiel 1:26-28 -And above the firmament over
their heads was the likeness of a throne, in
appearance like a sapphire stone; on the
likeness of the throne was a likeness with the
appearance of a man high above. Also from the
appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it
were, the color of amber with the appearance of
fire all around within it; and from the
appearance of His waist and downward I saw,
as it were, the appearance of fire with
brightness all around. Like the appearance of a
rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the
appearance of the brightness all around it. This
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the Lord.

463

C Surrounding the Throne –
Revelation 4:4 - Around the throne
were twenty-four thrones, and on the
thrones I saw twenty-four elders
sitting, clothed in white robes; and
they had crowns of gold on their
heads.

464

Twenty Four Elders







Thrones – See Colossians 1:16 – Class of
angels
Elders (presbuteros) – See Isaiah 24:23 –

Class of angels

Dressed in white – Acts 1:10 - Angels
Golden crowns on heads
Compare Psalm 89:7 & 1 Kings 22:19
The Jury that affirms the Judges decree

465

155

D. From the Throne - - Revelation 4:5a
- And from the throne proceeded
lightnings, thunderings, and voices.
Flashes of light
Voices
Thunders – Revelation 6:1, 8:5, 11:19, 14:2,
16:18, & 19:6
See Psalm 29:3-4

466

E. Before the Throne – Revelation
4:5b-6a - Seven lamps of fire were
burning before the throne, which are
the seven Spirits of God. Before the
throne there was a sea of glass, like
crystal.
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Seven Lamps of Fire
 Not

lampstands but lamps used
outside for light
 Equated with the seven Spirits which
are equated with the Holy Spirit of
God – See Revelation 1:4 and

Zechariah 4:2&6
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Sea of Glass
 In

the presence or before the
throne
 Sea of glass – a sea made of
glass – see Exodus 24:10
 Like crystal

469

F. Around the Throne – Revelation
4:6b-7 - And in the midst of the
throne, and around the throne, were
four living creatures full of eyes in
front and in back. The first living
creature was like a lion, the second
living creature like a calf, the third
living creature had a face like a man,
and the fourth living creature was
like a flying eagle.
470

Living Creatures
 Better

“living beings (Greek “zoon”)
with eyes – speaks of their
ability to see and know
 In front and back – nothing gets past
them
 Four in number
 Most likely an exalted order of angels
 See Ezekiel 1:10-12
 Filled
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Images
 Lion

– Noblest
 Ox – Strongest
 Human – Intelligence and reason
 Eagle - Swiftest

472

IV. The Adoration in Heaven –

Revelation 4:8-11

473

A. By the Four Living Beings

Revelation 4:8- The four living
creatures, each having six wings,
were full of eyes around and within.
And they do not rest day or night,
saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, Who was and is and is to
come!”
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Six Wings
 Isaiah

6:2

 These

are seraphim
 Represents unlimited ability to
carry out God’s plan

475

Continuous Praise
 Have

not rest day and night –
Continuous praise but also do other
things – See 6:1,3,5,& 7
 For God’s Holiness – Holy, Holy Holy
 For God’s Omnipotence – Lord God
Almighty
 For God’s eternality – Who was, is
and is to come
 See Psalm 93, 97 and 99

476

Revelation 4:9 - Whenever the living
creatures give glory and honor and
thanks to Him who sits on the throne,
who lives forever and ever…
As this happens continually…

477
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B. By the Twenty Four Elders

Revelation 4:10-11 - The twenty-four
elders fall down….. saying: “You are
worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and
honor and power; For You created all
things, And by Your will they exist
and were created.”

478

Posture for Praise
 The

elders fall down before Him
 The elders bow down before Him
 The elders throw their crowns
before Him

479

Words of Praise
 Worthy

is Our Lord and God
receive
 Glory (Greek “doza”)
 Honor (Greek “time”)
 Power Greek “dunamis”)
 To

480
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Whys of Praise
 Because

He created all things
 Because He created all things
“through His pleasure”

 God

made what He made
because He felt like it.

481

V. The Situation within Heaven
Revelation 5:1-3 - And I saw in the
right hand of Him who sat on the
throne a scroll … Then I saw a
strong angel proclaiming with a
loud voice, “Who is worthy to open
the scroll and to loose its seals?”
And no one in heaven or on the
earth or under the earth was able to
open the scroll, or to look at it.
482

The Scroll
 Its

position – In the right hand of
God
 Its description – Written on both
sides
 Its privacy – Sealed with seven
seals
 Its dilemma – No one is worthy to
open its seals or look in it from
any where in the universe
483
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VI. The Resolution for Heaven

484

What is the Scroll?
 It

resembles the property contracts
of the ancients
 It is the title deed of the earth
 Since the fall of mankind the earth
has been under the control of the
prince of the power of the air, the
god of this age and the ruler of this
world – Satan himself
 All that is about to change

485

A. The Presence of the Lamb

Revelation 5:4-5 - So I wept much,
because no one was found worthy
to open and read the scroll, or to
look at it. But one of the elders said
to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root
of David, has prevailed to open the
scroll and to loose its seven
seals.”
486
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John weeps much
 He

knows the significance of the
scroll
 He like us, like all creation
groans for the revealing and
glorious liberty of the children of
God

487

Have no fear Jesus Christ is here
 Lit.

“Stop crying”
 Lion of the Tribe of Judah
 Of the root of David – The King
 The long awaited Jewish Messiah
 Has conquered (Greek “vikao”) – He
is victorious
 To open and behold the scroll

488

B. The Prerogative of the Lamb

Revelation 5:6-7 - And I looked, and
behold, in the midst of the throne and
of the four living creatures, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as
though it had been slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God sent out into all
the earth. Then He came and took the
scroll out of the right hand of Him who
sat on the throne.
489
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The Lamb
 His

location – “in the midst of the
throne, of the four living being and in
the midst of the 24 elders”
 His identification - “a Lamb having
been slain” – Clearly this is Jesus
Christ – See Revelation 13:8
 His characterization – “having seven
horns and seven eyes” – 7 horns
speak the fullness of His authority

490

His reclamation
 He

comes and he takes
 Out of the right hand
 The scroll
 See Psalm 2:7-9

491

VII. The Proclamation from Heaven
– Revelation 5:8-14

492
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Revelation 5:8 - Now when He had taken
the scroll, the four living creatures and
the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden
bowls full of incense, which are the
prayers of the saints.
Every song that has ever been composed
longing for the restoration of all things and
every prayer that has ever been prayed
looking for the making right of this world is
about to be fulfilled.
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A. From the Living Beasts and the
Elders

Revelation 5:9-10 - And they sang a
new song, saying: “You are worthy to
take the scroll, And to open its
seals; For You were slain, And have
redeemed us to God by Your blood;
Out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation, And have made us
kings and priests to our God; And we
shall reign on the earth.”
494

So many have wanted to claim that
they are worthy
 The Pharaoh's of Egypt
 The Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar
 The Greek - Alexander the Great
 The Romans – Titus
 The Mongolians – Ganges Khan
 The British Empire
 The French with Napoleon
 The Russian with Lenin
 The Germans with Hitler
 Al Qeda and Bin Laden

495
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A New Song to Jesus Christ
 You

are worthy
receive and open
 You have redeemed for God
 By means of your blood
 Out of every tribe, tongue , people
and nation
 Made them kings and priests
 They shall reign upon the earth
 To

496

B. From the Angelic Hosts

Revelation 5:11-12 - Then I looked, and I
heard the voice of many angels around
the throne, the living creatures, and the
elders; and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, saying with a
loud voice: Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain; To receive power and riches
and wisdom, And strength and honor
and glory and blessing!
497

The Angelic Hosts
 Numbers

in the millions – see Daniel
7:10 and Ps. 68:17-18
 Worthy is the lamb to receive not just
the scroll but…
 Power
 Wealth
 Wisdom
 Strength
 Honor
 Glory
 Blessing

498
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C. From all Creation

Revelation 5:13 - And every creature
which is in heaven and on the earth
and under the earth and such as are
in the sea, and all that are in them, I
heard saying: “Blessing and honor
and glory and power; Be to Him who
sits on the throne, And to the Lamb,
forever and ever!”
499

All creation agrees
 Exhaustive

list
 To the Lamb and the One who
sits on the throne
 Blessings, honor and glory
 Unto the ages of the ages

500

Revelation 5:14 - Then the four living
creatures said, “Amen!” And the
twenty-four elders fell down and
worshiped Him who lives forever and
ever.
Heaven is now ready. All its resources will
be brought to bear in behalf of
establishing the Lamb that was slain and
the One who sits on the throne in their
rightful place

501
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Conclusion

502

The Beginning of the End
and the End of the Beginning
– Pt. 12

The Baby’s Coming
Revelation 6:1-8:2
503

Introduction

504
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Introduction
 Who

are the four horsemen of
the apocalypse?
 When do these seal judgments
begin?
 Who are the 144,000?
 Who are those who came out of
the Great Tribulation?

505

John McArthur points out – “These
seal judgments include all the
judgments to the end. The seventh
seal contains the 7 trumpets; the
seventh trumpet contains the 7
bowls.”

506
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508

509

The First Seal – Conqueror on a
White Horse - Revelation 6:1-2
Revelation 6:1-2 - Now I saw when the
Lamb opened one of the seals… And I
looked, and behold, a white horse. He
who sat on it had a bow; and a crown
was given to him, and he went out
conquering and to conquer.

510
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511

World peace/world ruler bringing in
a one world system
 Bow

but no arrows and crown freely
given to him
 No war just conquest
 As if the world will roll over for this
 Not Jesus but a Jesus want-to-be –
Note the similarities but differences –

Revelation 19:11-15

512

Matthew 24:4-5 - And Jesus
answered and said to them: “Take
heed that no one deceives you. For
many will come in My name, saying,
‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive
many.”
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2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 - The coming
of the lawless one is according to
the working of Satan, with all power,
signs, and lying wonders, and with
all unrighteous deception among
those who perish, because they did
not receive the love of the truth, that
they might be saved.

514

The Second Seal – War on a Red
Horse – Revelation 6:3-4
Revelation 6:3-4 - When He opened
the second seal …Another horse,
fiery red, went out. And it was granted
to the one who sat on it to take peace
from the earth, and that people
should kill one another; and there
was given to him a great sword.

515
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War
 Begins

to take the peace out of
the earth
 Kill = slaughter (Greek “sphazo”)
– associated with civil war and
anarchy
 A mega sword – Nuclear
weapon? – See Ezekiel 38-39

517

Matthew 24:6-7a - And you will hear
of wars and rumors of wars. See that
you are not troubled; for all these
things must come to pass, but the
end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom.
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The Third Seal – Famine on a
Black Horse – Revelation 6:5-6
Revelation 6:5b- 6 - So I looked, and
behold, a black horse, and he who sat
on it had a pair of scales in his hand.
And I heard a voice in the midst of the
four living creatures saying, “A quart
of wheat for a denarius, and three
quarts of barley for a denarius; and
do not harm the oil and the wine.”
519
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520

Famine
 denarius

= a days wages
 Enough to buy a quart of wheat
 Enough to buy three quarts of barley
 Won’t feed a family
 Food shortages
 Inflation
 Don’t waste anything

521

Matthew 24:7b - And there will be
famines……

522
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The Fourth Seal – Death on a Pale
Horse – Revelation 6:7-8

Revelation 6:8 - So I looked, and
behold, a pale horse. And the name
of him who sat on it was Death, and
Hades followed with him. And power
was given to them over a fourth of
the earth, to kill with sword, with
hunger, with death, and by the beasts
of the earth.
523
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Death
 “Death

rides the horse but Hades
follows with the hearse.”
 A fourth of the geography or a fourth
of the population
 By means of the sword = murder
 By means of the famine = widespread
starvation
 By means of the death/pestilence =
disease
 By means of wild animals = animals
overcoming human population or
carrying disease

525
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Matthew 24:7c - ….. pestilences, and
earthquakes in various places.

526

Nothing this terrible has ever
happened before
Hebrews 10:31 - It is a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the living
God.

527

The Fifth Seal – Martyrdom –

Revelation 6:9-11

Revelation 6:9-10 - When He opened
the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain for
the word of God and for the testimony
which they held. And they cried with a
loud voice, saying, “How long, O
Lord, holy and true, until You judge
and avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?”
528
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529

Martyrdom






Underneath the altar = part of the
heavenly temple
Note – souls – perhaps don’t yet have
resurrection bodies
Slaughtered for the Word of God and the
testimony they possessed
Cry out for justice
Told to wait just a little bit longer until
more join them – People of Revelation 7

530

Matthew 24:9 - “Then they will
deliver you up to tribulation and kill
you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My name’s sake.”

531
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The Six Seal – Cosmic
Disturbance - Revelation 6:12-

17

Revelation 6:12-14 - I looked when He
opened the sixth seal, and behold, there
was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the
moon became like blood. And the stars of
heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops
its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty
wind. Then the sky receded as a scroll
when it is rolled up, and every mountain
and island was moved out of its place.

532

533

Cosmic Disturbance
 Earth

quake causing Sun dark, Moon
red because of Volcanic activity
 Stars fall – perhaps earth hit by a
comet or giant meteorite
 Heaven out of whack
 Island and mountains shaken –
tsunami?

534
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Matthew 24:7d-8 - ….And
earthquakes in various places. All
these are the beginning of sorrows.

535

Matthew 24:29 - “Immediately after the
tribulation of those days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens will be shaken.”
Luke 21:25-26 - “And there will be signs in the
sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the
earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the
sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts
failing them from fear and the expectation of
those things which are coming on the earth,
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”

536

Parenthesis #1 – The Sealing of
God’s Servants – Revelation 7:1-

8

Revelation 7:3-4 - Saying, “Do not
harm the earth, the sea, or the trees
till we have sealed the servants of
our God on their foreheads.” And I
heard the number of those who were
sealed. One hundred and forty-four
thousand of all the tribes of the
children of Israel were sealed.
537
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Revelation 7:1-8 answers the question
from Revelation 6:17 – “Who is able to
stand?”

538

The Sealing
 Four

angels over four quadrants (North,
South east and West).
 Hold back the winds of judgment
associated with Trumpet Judgments in
Revelation 8:6 and following – see 7:2
 Don’t harm until we've sealed in the
foreheads – See Ezekiel 9:4
 It appears these make it through the
tribulation Revelation 9:4

539

 Seems

144,000

to be literal
 Out of all the tribes of Israel – Tribes
listed
 Not the church
 Not the Jehovah witnesses
 144,000 Jews who will believe in
Jesus as the Messiah and evangelize
with a distinctively Jewish flavor the
earth
 Note Revelation 21:12

540
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Matthew 24:12 - And this gospel of
the kingdom will be preached in all
the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.

541

Parenthesis #2 – The Rewarding of the
Tribulation Saints – Revelation 7:9-17
Revelation 7:14-15 - And I said to him, “Sir,
you know.” So he said to me, “These are
the ones who come out of the great
tribulation, and washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Therefore they are before the throne of
God, and serve Him day and night in His
temple. And He who sits on the throne will
dwell among them.

542

Characterization
A

great multitude that can’t be numbered
– 7:9
 Out of every nation, tribe, people and
tongue – See Matthew 24:12 – Gentiles
 Clothed in White with palm branches –
Accepting Jesus as King
 Worshipping God and inspiring worship –

7:10-12

543
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Identification









Came out of the Great Tribulation
Washed in the Lamb’s blood
Worship night and day
God dwells with them/spread His tent over them
Tribulation Saints
The Lamb is going to take care of them
God will wipe away there tears
The experience the presence, protection and
provision they didn’t have on the earth

544

The Seventh Seal – The Seven
Trumpets – Revelation 8:1-2
Revelation 8:1-2 - When He opened
the seventh seal, there was silence in
heaven for about half an hour. And I
saw the seven angels who stand
before God, and to them were given
seven trumpets.

545

Awe!!!
What is about to happen has even
heaven in awe. Both the redeemed
and the angelic being are reduced to
silence at the sight of the unrolled
scroll.

546
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Mathew 24:8 - All these are the
beginning of sorrows.
Literally “birth pains” – Greek “odin”
1 Thessalonians 5:3 - For when they
say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden
destruction comes upon them, as
labor pains upon a pregnant woman.
And they shall not escape.
547

The Great Exemption
Revelation 6:16-17 - And said to the
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from the face of Him who sits
on the throne and from the wrath of
the Lamb! For the great day of His
wrath has come, and who is able to
stand?”
548

Revelation 3:10 - Because you have
kept My command to persevere, I also
will keep you from the hour of trial
which shall come upon the whole
world, to test those who dwell on the
earth.
1 Thessalonians 5:9 - For God did not
appoint us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
549
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The baby’s coming
– Are you and I ready?

551

The Beginning of the End and the
End of the Beginning - Pt. 13

The Trumpets of the Lord
– Revelation 8:3-9:21

552
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Introduction:
 Revelation

1-3 – A Vision from
Heaven
 Revelation 4-20 – A Vision in Heaven
 Revelation 21-22 – A Vision of
Heaven

553

A little bit of heaven on earth

554

A lot of hell for earth

555
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The Trumpets

The Judgment

The Bowls

1. 8:1-7

The earth

16:1-2

2. 8:8-9

The sea

16:3

3. 8:10-11

The rivers

16:4-7

4. 8:12-13

The heavens

16:8-9

5. 9:1-2

Mankind—
torment

16:10-11

6. 9:13-21

An army

16:12-16

7. 11:15-19

Angry nations

16:17-21

556

Seventh Seal signifies coming in of
the times spoken of by Jesus in
Matthew 24:21 – “Great Tribulation”
The judgments are increasing in
intensity and the world is spiraling
downward

Reminds of the plagues of Egypt for
man like Pharaoh is asking “who is
the Lord that we should serve Him”
557

Why the silence in heaven of
Revelation 8:1
 Habakkuk

2:20 – When the LORD is
in His holy temple the should keep
silent before Him. Zeph. 1:7 and
Zech. 2:13

 Earl

Palmer – “It communicates in a
dramatic way the full and awesome
authority of God. Everything must
wait for His kingly move.”

558
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The Preparation for the Trumpet
Judgments – Revelation 8:1-6

559

A. The offering of incense

Revelation 8:3 - Then another angel,
having a golden censer, came and
stood at the altar. He was given much
incense, that he should offer it with
the prayers of all the saints upon the
golden altar which was before the
throne.

560

The Altar of Incense
 Incense

added to the incense which is
the prayers of the saints.
 This incense ascended to God
 God is about to answer the prayers of
His saints. The incense is returned to
earth
 What is our prayer – Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven
 See Romans 8:26-27

561
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B. The assigning of trumpets

Revelation 8:2&6 – And I saw the
seven angels who stand before God,
and to them were given seven
trumpets…So the seven angels who
had the seven trumpets prepared
themselves to sound.

562

The Angels and the Trumpets
 Seven

angels stand in the past
until now before God
 They have been given seven
trumpets
 Trumpets in Zephaniah 1:14-16
are associated with the day of
the Lord
 Each trumpet has a specific
judgment
563

The Angels
 Gabriel

stands before God so he
may be involved – Luke 1:19
 Michael is associated with the
book Daniel

564

188

Observations
 The

first four trumpets are
dealing with the eco-system of
the earth
 The fifth and sixth are demonic
in nature
 The seventh brings in the bowl
judgments
 Ushers in the end of the era of
the rule of man – see Revelation

11:15

565

The Proclamation of the Trumpet
Judgments – Revelation 8:7-9:19

566

A. The First Trumpet – Vegetation
Struck

Revelation 8:7 - The first angel
sounded: And hail and fire followed,
mingled with blood, and they were
thrown to the earth. And a third of the
trees were burned up, and all green
grass was burned up.

567
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Cause
 Hail,

fire mixed with blood

 Similar

to seventh plague – Exodus
9:13-25 – See Also Joel 2:20

 May

refer to volcanic eruptions –
note earthquake in Revelation 8:5 as
part of the answer to prayer

568

Effect
 Third

of trees burned up
 All green grass (in season)
 Think of the effect on meat and
milk
 Hot

volcanic ash and dry forests
with thunders and lightning are a
dangerous combination

569
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ATHENS, Greece (CNN) -- Greek firefighters
planned to continue to work through the night
to contain dozens of wildfires, including a
massive blaze outside Athens, authorities
said.

570
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B. The Second Trumpet – Sea Struck

Revelation 8:8-9 - Then the second
angel sounded: And something like
a great mountain burning with fire
was thrown into the sea, and a third
of the sea became blood. And a third
of the living creatures in the sea
died, and a third of the ships were
destroyed.
571

Cause
 Like

a great mountain burning
fire thrown into the sea

 Probably

a meteor or an asteroid

572

Effect
A

third of the sea becomes blood
 Reminds us of First Egyptian
plague – Exodus 7:19-21
 A third of the living creatures die
(an thus the blood)
 A third of the ships destroyed (By
typhoons and tidal waves)

573
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Red Tide?

574

Surprise Asteroid
Makes Near-Miss
of Earth
Monday, March 02,
2009

575

C. The Third Trumpet – Waters
Struck

Revelation 8:10-11 - Then the third
angel sounded: And a great star fell
from heaven, burning like a torch,
and it fell on a third of the rivers and
on the springs of water. The name of
the star is Wormwood. A third of the
waters became wormwood, and many
men died from the water, because it
was made bitter.
576
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Cause
A

great star falls from heaven
 Burning like a torch – perhaps a
comet – fiery tail
 On a third of the fresh waters
(rivers and springs – yes even
Poland Springs)

577

Effect
 Third

of fresh waters become
wormwood
 Bitter – Wormwood =
“apsinthos” – ingredient in toxic
liquor causing death, word
means “undrinkable”
 Men die from this

578

D. The Fourth Trumpet – Heavens
Struck

Revelation 8:12 - Then the fourth
angel sounded: And a third of the
sun was struck, a third of the moon,
and a third of the stars, so that a
third of them were darkened. A third
of the day did not shine, and likewise
the night.

579
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Cause
 1/3

of sun struck
 1/3 of moon
 1/3 of stars
 Pararells ninth plague – Exodus

10:21-23

 The

intensity of the light and
heat sources temporarily
reduced (See Revelation 16:8-9)

580

Effect
 1/3

of them darkened
day doesn’t shine
 1/3 night doesn’t shine
 Perhaps constant sky covering of volcanic
ash
 1/3

 Loss

of heat will follow
in people’s moods will follow

 Change

581

582
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Parenthetical Warning - The Worst is
Yet To Come

Revelation 8:13 - And I looked, and I
heard an angel flying through the
midst of heaven, saying with a loud
voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the
inhabitants of the earth, because of
the remaining blasts of the trumpet
of the three angels who are about to
sound!”
583

Observations
 Angel

– better translated eagle and
thus swiftness
 3 woes show severity – Bad, worse
and worst
 Woe = destruction, judgment and
condemnation
 Upon those who make the earth their
home – people attached to earth and
its pleasures

584

E. The Fifth Trumpet – Scorpions
Strike – Revelation 9:1-12

Revelation 9:1&3 - Then the fifth
angel sounded: And I saw a star
fallen from heaven to the earth. To
him was given the key to the
bottomless pit….Then out of the
smoke locusts came upon the earth.
And to them was given power, as the
scorpions of the earth
585
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The star and the bottomless pit?








Fallen to earth – Satan
For original fall see Isaiah 14:12-14
For tribulation fall see Rev.12:7-9
Given key to the “pit of the Abyss” – note
Jesus holds the keys – Revelation 1:18
See Luke 8:31
Note 2 Peter 2:4

586

The most hideous of demonic forces
must dwell in this Abyss.

587

Locusts come out from the smoke of the pit











Had power as scorpions – v. 3
Torment like scorpions – v. 5
Shape like horses prepared for battle – v. 7
Crowns like gold – v.7
Faces like men – v.7
Hair like women’s hair v.8
Teeth like lions teeth – v.8
Breastplate like breastplates of iron – v.9
Wings like sound of chariots - v.9
Tails like scorpions – v. 10

588
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Their Task
 Harm

nothing but those who don’t
have the seal of God on their
foreheads
– See Ezekiel 9:4-6
 Can’t kill only torment for five
months – Normal life span of a locust
is five months
 Torment like that of a scorpion
 Men seek death and can’t die

589

Symptoms
 pain,

tingling or burning sensation at
the sting site
 malaise, sweating, nausea and
vomiting
 salivating
 numbness
 muscle twitching
 abnormal neck, eye and head
movements/twitching
 heart palpitations
 breathing difficulties may occur

590

King over them
 Hebrew

Abaddon
 Greek Apollyon
 Destroyer

– Is this in actuality
Satan himself?

591
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F. The Sixth Trumpet – Angels Strike –

Revelation 9:13-18

Revelation 9:13,15 & 18 - Then the sixth
angel sounded: And I heard a voice from
the four horns of the golden altar which is
before God….So the four angels, who had
been prepared for the hour and day and
month and year, were released to kill a
third of mankind…By these three plagues
a third of mankind was killed—by the fire
and the smoke and the brimstone which
came out of their mouths.

592

Observations
 Lit.

“one voice” from altar of incensev.13
 Command to release the four angels
bond at the great river Euphrates v.14
 Exact timing – v.15
 Specific purpose – to kill a third of
mankind – v.15
 Demonic force number 200 million –
v.16
 John heard the number – v.16

593

Observations (continued)
 Transportation

– horses w/ lion
heads – v.17
 Protection – fiery red, hyacinth, blue
and sulfur yellow – v.17
 Weapons – out of mouth fire, smoke
and brimstone, use to kill a third of
mankind – v.17
 Power in their mouth and tails like
serpents having heads – v.17-19

594
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595

They are killing with fire, radiation
and poisonous gas

6 billion less ¼ = 1.5 billion = 4.5
billion
4.5 billion less 1/3 = 1.5 billion = 3
billion
596

The Posturing toward the Trumpet
Judgments – Revelation 9:20-21
Revelation 19:20-21 - But the rest of
mankind, who were not killed by these
plagues, did not repent of the works of
their hands, that they should not worship
demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass,
stone, and wood, which can neither see
nor hear nor walk. And they did not repent
of their murders or their sorceries or their
sexual immorality or their thefts.
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A. The fact of hardened hearts
The rest of mankind – those of the
lost world
2. Weren’t killed by the plagues – in
essence given another opportunity
3. Repented not – there was no
change of mind leading to a change
of heart
4. Note that some indeed had
repented – Revelation 7:9-10
1.

598

C.S Lewis says that fear or pain or
judgment are “God’s megaphone to
reach a deaf world”

God is slow to anger and abounding
in mercy – Psalm 103:8

599

B. The object of hardened hearts
 Works

of their hands – gods of their
own creation – see Romans 1:18-23
 Compare Psalm 135:15-17
 And not worship demons – See Psalm

106:37

 Not

worship worthless idols of silver
and gold etc
 There false gods like the gods of
Egypt could not deliver them

600
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Further hardened hearts toward:
 Murders

– abortion, infanticide
and euthanasia
DW1

 Sorceries

– “pharmarkon” – get our
word pharmacy from, also witchcraft
 Sexual Immorality – “porneias” – get
out word pornography – sexual sins
 Thefts – stealing, probably from the
poor

601

Old Testament Parallel

Pharaoh and Egypt hardened their
hearts and had their hearts hardened
by God in the midst of the plagues
See God’s response to rejection of
His love during this time
– 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

602

Hebrews 4:7b - “Today, if you will
hear His voice, Do not harden your
hearts.”
Hebrews 2:3a - How shall we escape
if we neglect so great a salvation….

603
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Slide 601
DW1

mo
David A. Watson, 8/22/2009

The Beginning of the End
and the End of the
Beginning – Pt. 14

The Tipping Point
Revelation 10:1-11:19

604

Introduction:

605

Between Wednesday and
Thursday of this past week on
Staten Island

606

202

Great Kills Park suicide
The body of a former police officer was
found Wednesday evening in a car in Great
Kills Park. Police said he died of "an
apparent self-inflicted gunshot wound."

607

7-Eleven blaze
Just before 6 this morning, Michael
Graham, 29, of Meiers Corners, allegedly
walked into the 7-Eleven at Bradley
Avenue and Victory Boulevard and set it
ablaze. No one was hurt in the incident
and employees extinguished the blaze

608

Willowbrook Park death
About an hour later, police were called on
once again after the body of a 22-year-old was
found in Willowbrook Park. The man has yet
to be identified and the circumstances
surrounding his death are under
investigation. He was carrying identification in
both English and Korean

609
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Murder-suicide
The most shocking of yesterday's events
came when police descended on the 39
Goller Pl. home of John and Karan Pizon
at approximately 9:45 Thursday morning
and discovered the couple and their cat
shot to death. It was unclear what
prompted the murder suicide. Later in the
day, emergency officials returned to the
home, removing crates of what sources
described as antique guns and grenades

610

A man walking his dog early Thursday found
the bodies of David Lee Metzler, 19, of
Lynchburg and Heidi Lynn Childs, 18, of Forest
in the parking lot of a day use area and
campground that is a popular hangout for
Virginia Tech students………Metzler and Childs
had known each other for years and were active
in their church and campus ministries, said
Gerald Kroll, their pastor at Heritage Baptist
Church in Lynchburg.
Metzler, a sophomore industrial and systems
engineering major, and Childs, a sophomore
biochemistry major, belonged to Virginia Tech's
chapter of Campus Crusade for Christ.

611

The Tipping Point is that point at which
the battle has turned and the outcome is
clear to all. It just a matter of a short
period of time

612
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The Testimony of the Mighty Angel –

Revelation 10:1-11

613

A. His representation
Revelation 10:1-3 - I saw still another
mighty angel coming down from heaven,
clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was
on his head, his face was like the sun, and
his feet like pillars of fire. He had a little
book open in his hand. And he set his right
foot on the sea and his left foot on the
land; and cried with a loud voice, as when
a lion roars. When he cried out, seven
thunders uttered their voices.

614

1. His attributes

– another mighty angel – another
= another of the same kind,
- mighty = powerful,
- angel – messenger – This is not
Jesus Christ
-

coming down from heaven

615
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2. His adornment

- clothed with a cloud
- rainbow on his head
- face like the sun – radiant
- feet like pillars of fire
- little book open in his hand

616

3. His authority – right foot on the sea,
left foot on the land
4. His announcement – cries with a
loud voice like a lion’s roar
5. His accompaniment – when cried –
seven thunders uttered their voices

617

B. His prohibition

Revelation 10:4 - Now when the seven
thunders uttered their voices, I was
about to write; but I heard a voice from
heaven saying to me, “Seal up the
things which the seven thunders
uttered, and do not write them.”

618
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- Loud voice from heaven – perhaps
Christ himself
- Do not write them
- To bad even to write?
- See Psalm 29:1-11 for thunders and
voice of God

619

C. His declaration
Revelation 10:5-7 - The angel whom I saw
standing on the sea and on the land raised
up his hand to heaven and swore by Him
who lives forever and ever, who created
heaven and the things that are in it, the earth
and the things that are in it, and the sea and
the things that are in it, that there should be
delay no longer, but in the days of the
sounding of the seventh angel, when he is
about to sound, the mystery of God would
be finished, as He declared to His servants
the prophets.

620

- Raised up hand to heaven – as one
taking an oath
- Swore by Him who lives forever and
ever and who created everything swore by the Highest – Daniel 12:7 - 9
-There should be delay no longer –
But the time shall be no longer
- Seventh trumpet sounds – Mystery
of God finished as declared to the
servants who are the prophets
621
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D. His prediction
Revelation 10: 8-11 - Then the voice which I
heard from heaven spoke to me again and
said, “Go, take the little book which is open
in the hand of the angel who stands on the
sea and on the earth.” So I went to the
angel and said to him, “Give me the little
book.” And he said to me, “Take and eat it;
and it will make your stomach bitter, but it
will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.”

622

Then I took the little book out of the
angel’s hand and ate it, and it was as
sweet as honey in my mouth. But
when I had eaten it, my stomach
became bitter. And he said to me,
“You must prophesy again about
many peoples, nations, tongues, and
kings.”

623

Command #1 – takes the little book
(voice from heaven)
Command #2 – take and eat it
Result #1– sweet in mouth
Result #2 – bitter in the stomach
See Jeremiah 15:16 and Ezk. 2:8 and
3:1-3
Promise – you must prophecy about
many peoples, nations, tongues and
kings
624
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The Testimony of the Two Witnesses
– Revelation 11:1-14

625

A. The Introduction of the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:1 -3 - Then I was given a reed
like a measuring rod. And the angel stood,
saying, “Rise and measure the temple of
God, the altar, and those who worship
there. But leave out the court which is
outside the temple, and do not measure it,
for it has been given to the Gentiles. And
they will tread the holy city underfoot for
forty-two months. And I will give power to
my two witnesses, and they will prophesy
one thousand two hundred and sixty days,
clothed in sackcloth.”

626

•Reed = measuring instrument (long stalk)
indicating control over
•Temple – altar, those who worship tribulation temple rebuilt – See Matt. 24:13
•Leave out court of the Gentiles
•Gentiles given 42 months – 3 ½ years to
control holy city
•Power (understood, not in the original)
•Prophesy for 1260 days – 3.5 years
•Clothed in sackcloth – indicates repentance
•Two witnesses necessary to confirm a case
against someone

627
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B. The Characterization concerning the
Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:4-6 - These are the two olive
trees and the two lampstands standing before
the God of the earth. And if anyone wants to
harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth
and devours their enemies. And if anyone
wants to harm them, he must be killed in this
manner. These have power to shut heaven, so
that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy;
and they have power over waters to turn them
to blood, and to strike the earth with all
plagues, as often as they desire.

628

- Two olive trees – Zechariah 4:11&14
- Two lampstands – Zechariah 4:2-3
-Fire proceeds from mouth, devours
enemies and those who harm
- 2 Kings 1:10-12 and Numbers 16:29
-Fire must kill one who wants to harm
(Greek “dei” necessity)

629

- Power = Greek “exousia” – the ability
and the right
-Shut heavens – Elijah
- Turn waters to blood – Moses
- Strike earth with all plagues as often as
they desire/wish (Greek “theleo”)

630
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C. The Persecution against the Two
Witnesses

Revelation 11:7-8 - When they finish
their testimony, the beast that ascends
out of the bottomless pit will make war
against them, overcome them, and kill
them. And their dead bodies will lie in
the street of the great city which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt,
where also our Lord was crucified.
631

•Finish their testimony = complete the
witness of them
•The beast – Greek “therion” – wild animal
bestial man
•Source – ascends out of the abyss – from
hell
•See Revelation 13 for more
•Make war – Greek “polemos - battle
•Overcome – Greek “vikeo” – overcome, be
victorious over
•Kill - to kill, inflict a mortal wound
•Bodies are degraded by laying in Jerusalem

632

D. The Celebration after the Two
Witnesses
Revelation 11:9-10 - Then those from the
peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will
see their dead bodies three-and-a-half
days, and not allow their dead bodies to be
put into graves. And those who dwell on
the earth will rejoice over them, make
merry, and send gifts to one another,
because these two prophets tormented
those who dwell on the earth.

633
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- Great degradation – won’t let bodies
be buried for 3 ½ days – Jewish
custom would be overnight
- Great rejoicing - rejoice (charieo),
make merry - gladden (euphraino”),
send gifts
- Great mistake – Greek “baziniso” –
vexed
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E. The Resurrection of the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:11-13 - Now after the three-and-ahalf days the breath of life from God entered
them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear
fell on those who saw them. And they heard a
loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come
up here.” And they ascended to heaven in a
cloud, and their enemies saw them. In the same
hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of
the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand
people were killed, and the rest were afraid and
gave glory to the God of heaven.
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•3 ½ days pass
•Breath of life from God entered them
•Stood up
•Fear fell on all
•Raptured before their eyes – Come
up here – see Rev. 4:1
•10th of city falls due to earthquake
•7000 people die
•Rest are afraid and give glory to God
•Contrast 9:20-21 – Jewish revival
636
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F. The Conclusion following the Two
Witnesses

Revelation 11:14 - The second woe is past.
Behold, the third woe is coming quickly.
- Coming quickly – no more delay

637

The Testimony of Heaven – Revelation

11:15-19

(The Seventh Trumpet)

638

A. The Annunciation of Heaven

Revelation 11:15 - Then the seventh
angel sounded: And there were loud
voices in heaven, saying, “The
kingdoms of this world have become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
Christ, and He shall reign forever and
ever!”

639
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•The kingdoms of this world
• see Matthew 4:8-10
•Have become – proleptic aorist future event that is already
completed – See Rev. 19
•Of our Lord and His Christ
•He shall reign forever and ever – Lit.
“be king unto the ages of ages”

•Ultimate Regime Change!!!!!
640

B. The Explanation for Heaven
Revelation 11:16-18 - And the twenty-four elders
who sat before God on their thrones fell on their
faces and worshiped God, saying: “We give You
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is
and who was and who is to come, Because You
have taken Your great power and reigned. The
nations were angry, and Your wrath has
come, And the time of the dead, that they should
be judged, And that You should reward Your
servants the prophets and the saints, And those
who fear Your name, small and great, And
should destroy those who destroy the earth.”
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•You are – The One who was and is
and is to come
•You move – You have taken your
great power – “mega dunamis”
•You reign – You are King
•You judge – Nations are damned,
His servants (prophets and saints)
rewarded

642
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C. The Affirmation from Heaven
Revelation 11:19 - Then the temple of
God was opened in heaven, and the
ark of His covenant was seen in His
temple. And there were lightnings,
noises, thunderings, an earthquake,
and great hail.
It’s as if heaven says amen!

643

So…What’s it to me?
 Believe

the revelation about Jesus –
Hurry Over

 Expect

In

the suffering for Jesus – Hang

 Anticipate

the return of Jesus –

Hang On

644

"It may be at morn, when the day is
awaking,/ When sunlight thro' darkness
and shadow is breaking,/ That Jesus will
come in the fullness of glory,/ To receive
from the world 'His own.'/ O, Lord
Jesus, how long, how long?/ Ere we
shout the glad song:/ Christ returneth!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen."

645
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The Beginning of the End and
the End of the Beginning Pt. 15

Beauty and the Beasts

Revelation 12:1-13:18
646

Introduction:
 The

Back Story

 The

reason for anti-semanticsm
 The coming one world order
 The ruler that is to come

647

The Beauty – Revelation 12:1-6

648
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A. The woman’s picture

Revelation 12:1-2 -Now a great
sign appeared in heaven: a
woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet,
and on her head a garland of
twelve stars. Then being with
child, she cried out in labor and
in pain to give birth.
649

1. Her depiction
 Mega

sign appears in heaven – not
literal
 A woman – symbol of a mother
 Other Revelation woman – Harlot –
17:1-7 and Bride of the Lamb - 19:7-

8

650

2. Her dress
 Cp.

Genesis 37:9-11

 clothed

with the sun - radiance
 with the moon under her feet dominion
 on her head a garland of twelve
stars – 12 tribes of Israel

651
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3. Her distress

labor – Genesis 3:15 – with
the Messiah
 Crying out
 In

652

B. The woman’s protagonist

Revelation 12:3-4 – And another sign
appeared in heaven: behold, a great,
fiery red dragon having seven heads
and ten horns, and seven diadems
on his heads. His tail drew a third of
the stars of heaven and threw them
to the earth. And the dragon stood
before the woman who was ready to
give birth, to devour her Child as
soon as it was born.
653

1. His description
 Sign

in heaven – Not literal
fiery red dragon – large fierece
monster
 Seven heads and ten horns, and
seven diadems on his heads – rules
the world and will transfer to ten
headed beast –
 Seven great world empires - Egypt,
Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece Rome and Anti- Christ’s future
kingdom
 See Revelation 17:9-10
 great,

654
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2. His decline
 His

tail drew a third of the stars
of heaven – 1/3 of angels
followed.
 And threw them to the earth –
brought them down with him –
Isaiah 14:12-14.

655

3. His desire
 Wants

to kill the promised Messiah
 Stood before the woman who was
ready to give birth to devour her
Child
 See Matthew 2:13-16 and Herod

656

C. The woman’s protection

Revelation 12:5-6 - She bore a male
Child who was to rule all nations with
a rod of iron. And her Child was
caught up to God and His throne.
Then the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she has a place
prepared by God that they should
feed her there one thousand two
hundred and sixty days.
657
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1. Her delivery
 She

bore a male Child who was to
rule all nations with a rod of iron –
the Messiah – Psalm 2:7-9
 And her Child was caught up to God
and His throne – Between the
incarnation and the coronation is the
exaltation – Hebrews 1:3

658

2. Her deliverance
 Then

the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she has a place
prepared by God – Divine protection
in a special prepared place



That they should feed her there one
thousand two hundred and sixty days
– last 3 ½ years of the tribulation.

659

The Battle – Revelation 12:7-17

660
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A. The war against heaven –

Revelation 12:7-12

661

1. The Conflict

Revelation 12:7-8 - And war broke out
in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought with the dragon; and the
dragon and his angels fought, but
they did not prevail, nor was a place
found for them in heaven any longer.

662

Observations
 Lit.

“war began to be in the heavens”
and his angels still have access
to heaven – Job 1
 Michael (watches over Israel – Dan
12:1) and his angels “had to fight”
with the dragon – Satan starts it
 Dragon and his angels waged war
 Satan

663
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 Victors

– but they did not prevail
– the dragon and his angels lost
to Michael and his angels

 Vanquished

– found no place for
them – losers walk

664

2. The Consequences
Revelation 12:9-11 - So the great dragon was cast
out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan,
who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Then I
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,
and the power of His Christ have come, for the
accuser of our brethren, who accused them before
our God day and night, has been cast down. And
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their testimony, and they did not love
their lives to the death. “

665

a. Expulsion
 Great

Dragon, Serpent, Devil, Satan,
Deceiver – cast out
 Angels with him
 Not. Luke 10:18 but yet future

666
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b. Jubilation
 Now

kingdom is here – Revelation

11:15

 Great

accuser cast out – Satan
silenced

667

Secret for victory
 they

overcame him by the blood
of the Lamb

 they

overcame him by the word
of their testimony

 they

overcame him by not loving
their lives to the death

668

3. The Celebration and Concern
Revelation 12:12 – “Therefore rejoice,
O heavens, and you who dwell in
them! Woe to the inhabitants of the
earth and the sea! For the devil has
come down to you, having great
wrath, because he knows that he has
a short time.”
669
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 Heaven

should be celebrating
because the kingdom of God has
almost completely arrived and
the unwelcome guest has been
given the boot

 Earth

ought to worry for an
angry manic Satan is on the
loose

670

B. The war against the woman –

Revelation 12:13-16

671

1. She is sought

Revelation 12:13 - Now when the
dragon saw that he had been cast to
the earth, he persecuted the woman
who gave birth to the male Child.
After he is kicked out he gets
serious
Persecute = Greek dioko” – to
pursue – ultimate anti-Semitism
672
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2. She is secluded

Revelation 12:14 - But the woman
was given two wings of a great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness
to her place, where she is nourished
for a time and times and half a time,
from the presence of the serpent.
Miraculous escape
Miraculous place - place prepared by God – see 12:7
Miraculous space - a time and times and half a time
– Daniel 7:25 - Satan can’t get at her
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3. She is spared

Revelation 12:15-16 - So the serpent
spewed water out of his mouth like a
flood after the woman, that he might
cause her to be carried away by the
flood. But the earth helped the
woman, and the earth opened its
mouth and swallowed up the flood
which the dragon had spewed out of
his mouth.
674

•Perhaps a large army sweeps in
like a flood
•Earth swallows it up

675
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C. The war against her offspring
Revelation 12:17 - And the dragon
was enraged with the woman, and he
went to make war with the rest of her
offspring, who keep the
commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.
•Enraged = to become exasperated
•Goes after family
•Jewish believers

676

The Beasts

677

A. The world-ruler – Revelation

13:1-10

678
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1. The worldliness concerning the
first beast
Revelation 13:1-2 - Then I stood on the sand
of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of
the sea, having seven heads and ten horns,
and on his horns ten crowns, and on his
heads a blasphemous name. Now the beast
which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were
like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the
mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his
power, his throne, and great authority.
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Observation
 John

is in a new location – standing
on the sand
 Beats rising out of the sea – sea of
humanity or the abyss
 Seven heads – ten horns and crowns
– see Daniel 7:17-24
 Blasphemous name on head –
See 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4
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Correlations








Daniel 7:1-8
Out of the Sea
1st beast like a lion
2nd beast like a bear
3rd beast like a
leopard
4th beast like terrible
Had ten horns – little
horn rises up










Revelation 13:2
Out of the sea
Beast like a leopard
Beast feet like a bear
Mouth like a lion
Dragon gave power,
throne and great
authority
7 heads, 10 horns, 10
crowns
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2. The wound concerning the
first beast
Revelation 13:3 - And I saw one of his
heads as if it had been mortally
wounded, and his deadly wound was
healed. And all the world marveled
and followed the beast.
One of heads faces a death giving situation
Healed – later – wounded by the sword and
lived – see Rev. 13:14 and Rev. 17:7-8
Marveled at and followed
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3. The worship concerning the first
beast

Revelation 13:4&8 -So they worshiped
the dragon who gave authority to the
beast; and they worshiped the beast,
saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is
able to make war with him?” ….All
who dwell on the earth will worship
him, whose names have not been
written in the Book of Life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.
683

 Worship

of Satan via worship of beast
 World wide worship of the beast
 He
 He

is special
is unbeatable in war

 Exception

– those whose names are
written in the book of life
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4. The wickedness concerning the
first beast
Revelation 13: 5-7 - And he was given a mouth
speaking great things and blasphemies, and he
was given authority to continue for forty-two
months. Then he opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His
name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in
heaven. It was granted to him to make war with
the saints and to overcome them. And authority
was given him over every tribe, tongue, and
nation.
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a. In his words
 Mouth

speaks great things
 Authority for 42 months
 Speaks against God, His temple
His name and those in heaven

686

b. In his works
 Given

to make war with the saints
and win – Se Daniel 7:24-25
 Authority over everyone

687
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c. In his warring

688

5. The warning concerning the first
beast

Revelation 13:9-10 - If anyone has an
ear, let him hear. He who leads into
captivity shall go into captivity; he
who kills with the sword must be
killed with the sword. Here is the
patience and the faith of the saints

689

It is going to get tough

Here is the perseverance and faith
of the saints

690
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B. The False Prophet –

Revelation 13:11-18

See here the Trinity of hell
Dragon, world ruler, false prophet

691

1. The witness concerning the False
Prophet

Revelation 13:11-12 - Then I saw
another beast coming up out of the
earth, and he had two horns like a
lamb and spoke like a dragon. And he
exercises all the authority of the first
beast in his presence, and causes the
earth and those who dwell in it to
worship the first beast, whose deadly
wound was healed.
692

•Comes out of the earth – Maybe
Jewish
•Two horns – two kingdoms
•Lamb – appears harmless
•Speaks like a dragon p Satan’s
mouthpiece
•Points everyone to the first beast

693
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2. The wonders concerning the False
Prophet
Revelation 13:13-15 - He performs great signs,
so that he even makes fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And he
deceives those who dwell on the earth—by those
signs which he was granted to do in the sight of
the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to
make an image to the beast who was wounded
by the sword and lived. He was granted power to
give breath to the image of the beast, that the
image of the beast should both speak and cause
as many as would not worship the image of the
beast to be killed.

694

 Performs

great signs
fire from heaven
 Deceives earth dwellers
 Encourages making of an image of
the first beast
 Makes beast’s image to speak
 Causes execution of those who don’t
worship the image
 Calls
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3. The work concerning the False
Prophet

Revelation 13:16-17 - He causes all,
both small and great, rich and poor,
free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hand or on their foreheads,
and that no one may buy or sell
except one who has the mark or the
name of the beast, or the number of
his name.
696
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Causes all



 small

and great, rich and poor, free
and slave
 To receive mark (Greek “charagma” –
an engraving – bar code perhaps)
 On right hand or forehead
 Can’t buy or sell without
 A rationing system
 Mark or name or number of the beast
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4. The warning concerning the False
Prophet

Revelation 13:18 - Here is wisdom. Let
him who has understanding calculate
the number of the beast, for it is the
number of a man: His number is 666.

698

 Here

is “sophia”
 Those alive at this time should
calculate number of the beast
 Number of a man because mans falls
short of fullness/perfection thus 666,
a triple failure

699
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So what’s it to me?
 This

is why it’s the way it is

 The

stage is set

700

Bowled Over

The Beginning of the End and the
End of the Beginning - Pt. 16
Revelation 14:1-16:21

701

Introduction:

702
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The Bowls of Wrath proceeded –

Revelation 14:1-20

703

A. By witness to the winners –

Revelation 14:1-5

1. Their writing – Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb
standing on Mount Zion, and with Him
one hundred and forty-four thousand,
having His Father’s name written on
their foreheads.

704

The Lamb is Jesus Christ – Rev. 5:6
144,000 mentioned in Revelation 7
Mt. Zion is Jerusalem where the
Messiah will return to – See Psalm 2:6
and Isaiah 24:23
Father’s name written on their
foreheads – ownership in view – See
Rev. 7:3
Picture of the triumph of the Lamb
and is witnesses at His coming
705
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2. Their worship – Revelation 14:2 -3 - And
I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice
of many waters, and like the voice of loud
thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists
playing their harps. They sang as it were a
new song before the throne, before the
four living creatures, and the elders; and
no one could learn that song except the
hundred and forty-four thousand who were
redeemed from the earth.

706

Simultaneously heaven sings a new
song
Only the 144,000 could learn
-Perhaps of those on earth
-Redeemed from the earth – will
enter the Millenenium
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3. Their walk – Revelation 14:4-5 These are the ones who were not
defiled with women, for they are
virgins. These are the ones who follow
the Lamb wherever He goes. These
were redeemed from among men,
being firstfruits to God and to the
Lamb. And in their mouth was found
no deceit, for they are without fault
before the throne of God.
708
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Virgins – Single for the Kingdom of
God – See Matthew 19:12 and
1 Corinthians 7:25-26, Jer, 16:1-4
Follow the Lamb – as true disciples –
see Rev. 7:17
First fruits – First saved in Tribulation
Blameless in word and deed before
God
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B. By words of the Angels –

Revelation 14:6-13

1. The first angel – Revelation 14:6-7 Then I saw another angel flying in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach to those who dwell on
the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue,
and people— saying with a loud voice,
“Fear God and give glory to Him, for the
hour of His judgment has come; and
worship Him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and springs of water.”
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Having the everlasting gospel – the
goodnews
To preach to everyone - See
Matthew 24:14
Fear God
Give Him Glory
Worship the Creator
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2. The second angel – Revelation 14:8
- And another angel followed, saying,
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great
city, because she has made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.”

712

Babylon = Babylon refers to the
entire worldwide political, economic,
and religious kingdom of Antichrist –
John MacArthur
– See Revelation 16:17-19
Is fallen – anticipates the Chapters
17-18
- Revelation 18:2
Seduced the nations
713

3. The third angel – Revelation 14:9-10 Then a third angel followed them, saying
with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the
beast and his image, and receives his mark
on his forehead or on his hand, he himself
shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out full strength into
the cup of His indignation. He shall be
tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb.”

714
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Worshipping the beast or receiving
his mark will result in falling under
the wrath of God
Poured out in full strength – Rev. 18:6
Fire and brimstone – reference to hell
and the lake of fire – Revelation
19:20; 20:10; 21:8

715

The doctrine of eternal punishment,
though unpopular with liberal
scholars and difficult to accept, is
nevertheless clearly taught in the
Bible. Jesus and the Apostle John
say more on this subject than does
all the rest of the Bible.
Dr. John Walvoord
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Revelation 14:12-13 - Here is the
patience of the saints; here are those
who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus. Then I heard a
voice from heaven saying to me,
“Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die
in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,”
says the Spirit, “that they may rest
from their labors, and their works
follow them.”
717
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C. By the work of the Harvest – Revelation

14:14-20

1. The harvest unto salvation – Revelation
14:14-15 - Then I looked, and behold, a
white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like
the Son of Man, having on His head a
golden crown, and in His hand a sharp
sickle. And another angel came out of the
temple, crying with a loud voice to Him
who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your
sickle and reap, for the time has come for
You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is
ripe.”

718

Son of man is Jesus Christ – See
Daniel 7:13-14 – Revelation 1:13
Reap - time is right
Perhaps reaping believers for the
Millennium
Harvest is the end of the world –
Matthew 13:39
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2. The harvest unto damnation – Revelation
14:18-19 - And another angel came out
from the altar, who had power over fire, and
he cried with a loud cry to him who had the
sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp
sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of
the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.” So
the angel thrust his sickle into the earth
and gathered the vine of the earth, and
threw it into the great winepress of the
wrath of God.
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See Joel 3:13-14
Thrown into the winepress of God’s
wrath

See Isaiah 53:10

721

Revelation 14:20 - And the winepress was
trampled outside the city, and blood came
out of the winepress, up to the horses’
bridles, for one thousand six hundred
furlongs.
Out side of Jerusalem - 186 miles of
carnage – See Zechariah 14:1-5
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The Bowls of Wrath prepared -

Revelation 15:1-16:8

723
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A. The seven angels spotted –
Revelation 15:1 - Then I saw another
sign in heaven, great and marvelous:
seven angels having the seven last
plagues, for in them the wrath of God
is complete.

724

Great and marvelous – Lit. “mega and
amazing”
Wrapped up in them
The wrath of God is complete –
fulfilled, ended

725

B. The seven angels situated –
Revelation 15:5-6 - After these things I
looked, and behold, the temple of the
tabernacle of the testimony in heaven
was opened. And out of the temple
came the seven angels having the
seven plagues, clothed in pure bright
linen, and having their chests girded
with golden bands.
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Came out from the temple in
heaven
Holiness and purity in dress –
Rev. 19:14
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C. The seven angels supplied –
Revelation 15:7-8 - Then one of the
four living creatures gave to the seven
angels seven golden bowls full of the
wrath of God who lives forever and
ever. The temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God and from His
power, and no one was able to enter
the temple till the seven plagues of the
seven angels were completed.
728

Source – one of the living being
Golden bowls – shallow saucers
Full of the wrath of God – deadly
contents
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D. The seven angels sent – Revelation
16:1 - Then I heard a loud voice from
the temple saying to the seven angels,
“Go and pour out the bowls of the
wrath of God on the earth.”
Greek “ekcheo” – spill out, scatter
out
Object on wrath – earth and its
inhabitants
730

The Bowls of Wrath poured –

Revelation 16:2-21

731

A. The First Bowl - Loathsome sores –
Revelation 16:2 - So the first went and
poured out his bowl upon the earth,
and a foul and loathsome sore came
upon the men who had the mark of the
beast and those who worshiped his
image.
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Foul & Loathsome sore – bad and
evil skin abscess
Exodus 9:9-11 and Job 2:7
Those with the mark of the beast
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B. The Second Bowl – Sea of blood –
Revelation 16:3 - Then the second
angel poured out his bowl on the sea,
and it became blood as of a dead
man; and every living creature in the
sea died.
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Object – the seas – the oceans
Blood as dead ones
Everything dies
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C. The Third Bowl – Fresh waters
bloodied – Revelation 16:4 - Then the
third angel poured out his bowl on the
rivers and springs of water, and they
became blood.
Object is rivers and springs
Turned to blood – presumes
everything dies
Done because shed blood of the
prophets vs. 5-7
736

D. The Fourth Bowl – Sun unleashed –
Revelation 16:8-9 - Then the fourth
angel poured out his bowl on the sun,
and power was given to him to scorch
men with fire. And men were scorched
with great heat, and they blasphemed
the name of God who has power over
these plagues; and they did not repent
and give Him glory.
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Object – the sun
Ultra violet rays gone wild
Men fail to repent but blaspheme
God
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E. The Fifth Bowl – Darkness –
Revelation 16:10 - Then the fifth
angel poured out his bowl on the
throne of the beast, and his kingdom
became full of darkness; and they
gnawed their tongues because of the
pain.
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Object – the beast’s kingdom
Full of darkness

Biting tongues

“A futile attempt to alleviate the pain
from their sores, the drought, and the
fierce heat.” - Dr. John MacArthur
740

F. The Sixth Bowl – Euphrates Dried Up
– Revelation 16:12 & 16 - Then the
sixth angel poured out his bowl on the
great river Euphrates, and its water
was dried up, so that the way of the
kings from the east might be
prepared…. And they gathered them
together to the place called in Hebrew,
Armageddon.
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Object – Euphrates River
Dried up so there is no impediment
regarding the kings of the East
See Isaiah 11:15
Demonic influences will bring
armies together – 16:13-15
Lit. Mount Megiddo

742

743
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Revelation 16:17 - Then the seventh angel
poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud
voice came out of the temple of heaven,
from the throne, saying, “It is done!”

745

G. The Seventh Bowl – Hail –
Revelation 16:20-21 - Then every
island fled away, and the mountains
were not found. And great hail from
heaven fell upon men, each hailstone
about the weight of a talent. Men
blasphemed God because of the
plague of the hail, since that plague
was exceedingly great.
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Massive earthquakes causing Island
to move
100 pound killer hailstones
Men blaspheme God
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So…What’s it to me?

748

The Oldest Professional
in the Oldest Profession
Revelation 17:1 – 18:24
The Beginning of the End
and the End of the
Beginning Pt. 17

749

Introduction:
 One

world government
 One world currency
 One world religion

750
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The Biblical History of Babylon
 Genesis

10:8-10 – founded by Nimrod
 Genesis 11:1-9 – Place of rebellion
and false religion

751

The revelation regarding the
Great Harlot – Revelation 17:1-6

752

753
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A. Her influence – Revelation 17:1-2 Then one of the seven angels who had
the seven bowls came and talked with
me, saying to me, “Come, I will show
you the judgment of the great harlot
who sits on many waters, 2 with whom
the kings of the earth committed
fornication, and the inhabitants of the
earth were made drunk with the wine
of her fornication.”
754

1. Associates the fall of Babylon with the
bowl judgments – See Revelation 16:18-19
2. Great harlot – refers back to Rev. 14:8&9
for Babylon
3. All nations influenced by her by force
4. Kings committed fornication with – unholy
alliance between church and state
5. Inhabitants of the world made to drunk
with wine of her fornication
fornication = sexual immorality, here Spiritual apostasy

755

“The great harlot” is that part of the
church that will remain after the true
church has been raptured” – J
Vernon McGee
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B. Her identification – Revelation

17:3-5
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1. Her situation – Revelation 17:3 - So
he carried me away in the Spirit into
the wilderness. And I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast which was
full of names of blasphemy, having
seven heads and ten horns.
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a. Scene shifts from heaven to earth,
carried away into the wilderness
b. Woman on a scarlet beast – The
woman rides the beast’s power - see
Rev. 13:1 for beast
c. Beast is full of blasphemous names
– i.e – represents itself as God – 2

Thess. 2:3-4

d. Seven heads and ten horns

759

253

2. Her dress – Revelation 17:4 - The
woman was arrayed in purple and
scarlet, and adorned with gold and
precious stones and pearls, having in
her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the filthiness of her
fornication.
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a. Arrayed = Greek “periballo” – clothed
for outward appearance – purple and
scarlet – expensive clothes
b. Adorned “chrusso” – be wearing
gold, precious stones, pearls
c. Possessing a golden cup in her hand
– The communion cup analogy cannot
be missed.
d. Filled with abominations and
filthiness of her fornication
(loathsome and uncleanness) – asking
the nations to drink/partake
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3. Her name – Revelation 17:5 MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF
THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

762
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a. Mystery – Not previously revealed
b. Babylon the Great –Babylon refers
to the anti-god system more than the
city
c. Mother of harlots and the
abominations of the earth – source
of harlotry and abominations – false
religions in a fallen world are the
source of great ills
d. Has spread her falsities as the
“mother of harlots”
763

C. Her intoxication – Revelation 17:6 I saw the woman, drunk with the
blood of the saints and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And
when I saw her, I marveled with great
amazement.
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1. Drunk with the blood of saints
and blood of martyrs of Jesus –
killed believers, the religion of
the day has never been a friends
of the true followers of Jesus
Chirst
2. John marvels
3. Marvels because the church at
Rome was as he wrote, serving
Christ
765
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The interpretation regarding the Great
Harlot – Revelation 17:7 – 18
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A. The beast – Revelation 17:8 - The
beast that you saw was, and is not,
and will ascend out of the bottomless
pit and go to perdition. And those
who dwell on the earth will marvel,
whose names are not written in the
Book of Life from the foundation of
the world, when they see the beast
that was, and is not, and yet is.
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1. Beast – Rev. 13:1 – was
2. is not – Rev. 13:3 - wounded
3. Ascend out of the bottomless
pit
4. Marveled at by the lost because
mortally wounded and comes
back

768
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B. The seven heads - Revelation 17:911 - “Here is the mind which has
wisdom: The seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman sits.
10 There are also seven kings. Five
have fallen, one is, and the other has
not yet come. And when he comes, he
must continue a short time. 11 The
beast that was, and is not, is himself
also the eighth, and is of the seven,
and is going to perdition.”
769

1. Unusual term
2. Seven heads are seven mountains on
which the woman sits – reference to
seven kingdoms
3. Mountains = could be hills but here the
reference is to kingdoms
4. John would not be able to get away
from the concept of Rome the city of
seven hills
5. Mystery Babylon finds its headquarters
in Rome, - See Revelation 11:8 –
Jerusalem as Sodom and Egypt
6. 1 Peter 5:12-13 – synonymous w/Rome

770

7. Five have fallen – Egypt,
Assyria, Babylonia, Medo-Persian,
Greece (Daniel 2:37-45)
8. One is - Rome – as John writes
9. One not yet come - AntiChrist's
10. Continues a short time and
then resurrects as the eighth
kingdom
11. Will be destroyed
771
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C. The ten horns – Revelation 17:12-14 The ten horns which you saw are ten kings
who have received no kingdom as yet, but
they receive authority for one hour as
kings with the beast. 13 These are of one
mind, and they will give their power and
authority to the beast. 14 These will make
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, for He is Lord of lords
and King of kings; and those who are with
Him are called, chosen, and faithful.”
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1. See Rev. 13:1 - ten
administrative heads
2. See Daniel 7:23-25
3. Alliance with the Beast
4. War and defeat with the Lamb
and His saints – Revelation 19
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D. The waters – Revelation 17:15-17 - Then
he said to me, “The waters which you saw,
where the harlot sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations, and tongues. 16 And
the ten horns which you saw on the beast,
these will hate the harlot, make her
desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn
her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their
hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one
mind, and to give their kingdom to the
beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.”
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1. Waters = the world
2. Ultimate destroyer of the
woman is the ten horns
3. Allegiance is to the beast not
and his kingdom
4. Jeremiah 51:13

775

E. The woman –Revelation 17:18 –
“And the woman whom you saw is
that great city which reigns over the
kings of the earth.”
1. Woman is the great city
2. Reigns over the kings of the earth
3. Seat of Civil and Religious
government

776

The destruction regarding the Great
Harlot – Revelation 18:1-8
“After what things? After the series of
sevens and after the judgment of religious
Babylon come these things. Progress has
definitely been made—through the seven
seals, the seven trumpets, the seven
personages, and the seven bowls of
wrath—and we are advancing to the end
of the Great Tribulation. In fact, this brings
us to the end of the Great Tribulation.” –
J. Vernon McGee
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A. The Declaration - Revelation 18:1-3 - After
these things I saw another angel coming
down from heaven, having great authority,
and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2
And he cried mightily with a loud voice,
saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,
and has become a dwelling place of demons,
a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for
every unclean and hated bird! 3 For all the
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of
her fornication, the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and the
merchants of the earth have become rich
through the abundance of her luxury.”
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1. The City in 17 and 18 is the same
2. The fifth bowl will plunge the world into
darkness so against that back drop the angel
illuminates the earth
3. Fell, fell – prophetic aorist, - sure things
spoken of in the past as if they have already
happened
3. Place is left to demons and scavenger birds –
both a physical and spiritual fall
4. Why - The nations have committed spiritual
fornication with her
5. Why - the merchants and corporate heads
have made wealth through her – perhaps
through the buying and selling via the beats
mark of 666
6. There is nothing so bad as compromised
religion
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B. The Admonition – Revelation 18:4-5
- And I heard another voice from
heaven saying, “Come out of her, my
people, lest you share in her sins, and
lest you receive of her plagues. 5 For
her sins have reached to heaven, and
God has remembered her iniquities.”
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Greek “exerchomai” – forsake
See admonition in Jer. 50:8; 51:6–9,
45 regarding Babylon.
3. Leave Babylon as Lot was suppose to
leave Sodom and Gomorrah –
1.
2.

Genesis 19

4.

God’s people are to forsake the
apostate church and cling to the
fellowship/church of true believers
in light of Christ’s return – Hebrews

10:25
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C. The Compensation - Revelation 18:6-8 Render to her just as she rendered to you,
and repay her double according to her
works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix
double for her. 7 In the measure that she
glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the
same measure give her torment and sorrow;
for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and
am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’ 8
Therefore her plagues will come in one
day—death and mourning and famine. And
she will be utterly burned with fire, for
strong is the Lord God who judges her.
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1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

God doesn’t remember our sins but
he remembers Babylon’s
See Exodus 21:24
Double = full
God is the one judging her using the
earthquake and the beast and the
ten horns.
5. “Queen” reference may speak to
female cultic sense

783
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The lamentation regarding the Great
Harlot – Revelation 18:9-20

784

A. By the kings of the earth –
Revelation 18:9-10 - “The kings of the
earth who committed fornication and
lived luxuriously with her will weep
and lament for her, when they see the
smoke of her burning, 10 standing at
a distance for fear of her torment,
saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! For in one
hour your judgment has come.’
785

Daniel 5:30 = ancient Babylon
destroyed in a day
2. Works of lament – weep and
lament
3. Word of laments – Greek “ouai”
how dreadful, how dreadful judgment
1.
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B. By the merchants
1. In general – Revelation 18:11 -14 “And the
merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over
her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore,
merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and
pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every
kind of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory,
every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze,
iron, and marble; 13 and cinnamon and incense,
fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour
and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots,
and bodies and souls of men. 14 The fruit that your
soul longed for has gone from you, and all the
things which are rich and splendid have gone from
you, and you shall find them no more at all.”
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Works of lament – weep and
mourn
2. Why of lament – no one buys
from them anymore
3. Words of lament – everything
you longed for is gone
1.
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2. Land merchants – Revelation 18:1517a - The merchants of these things,
who became rich by her, will stand at a
distance for fear of her torment,
weeping and wailing, 16 and saying,
‘Alas, alas, that great city that was
clothed in fine linen, purple, and
scarlet, and adorned with gold and
precious stones and pearls! 17 For in
one hour such great riches came to
nothing.
789
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Works of lamenting = weeping
and wailing
2. Words of lamenting – Lit. “How
dreadful, how dreadful”,
adorned so beautifully
(probably made a profit from) –
In one hour all is gone
1.
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3. Sea merchants – Revelation 18:17b – 19 Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship,
sailors, and as many as trade on the sea,
stood at a distance 18 and cried out when
they saw the smoke of her burning, saying,
‘What is like this great city?’ 19 “They threw
dust on their heads and cried out, weeping
and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that
great city, in which all who had ships on the
sea became rich by her wealth! For in one
hour she is made desolate.’
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Works of lamenting - Dust on head
– sign of lamenting, cried out with
weeping and wailing
2. Words of lamenting – how dreadful,
how dreadful, What is like this great
city
3. Why of lamenting - Wealth
attributed to commerce with her
1.
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D. By the Heavenly realm – Revelation
18:20 - “Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you holy apostles and prophets,
for God has avenged you on her!”

793

 Angels

encourage the tribulation
martyrs
 “Rejoice God has avenged you” –
Answer to “how long in

Revelation 6:10

794

The conclusion regarding the Great
Harlot – Revelation 18:21-24

795
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A. The result – Revelation 18:21 - Then
a mighty angel took up a stone like a
great millstone and threw it into the
sea, saying, “Thus with violence the
great city Babylon shall be thrown
down, and shall not be found
anymore.”
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Millstones were large, heavy stones
used to grind grain – Dr. John
MacArthur

Cp. Jeremiah 51:61-64
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A. The result – Revelation 18:21 - Then
a mighty angel took up a stone like a
great millstone and threw it into the
sea, saying, “Thus with violence the
great city Babylon shall be thrown
down, and shall not be found
anymore.”

798
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B. The ramifications – Revelation 18:22-23
– “The sound of harpists, musicians,
flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard
in you anymore. No craftsman of any craft
shall be found in you anymore, and the
sound of a millstone shall not be heard in
you anymore. 23 The light of a lamp shall
not shine in you anymore, and the voice of
bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in
you anymore. For your merchants were the
great men of the earth, for by your sorcery
all the nations were deceived.”
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No more musical merry making
2. No more work noise
3. No more weddings (See
Revelation 21-22)
4. Merchants were great
5. Sorcery (pharmakeia – the use
or the administration of drugs)
1.
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C. The reason – Revelation 18:24 –
“And in her was found the blood of
prophets and saints, and of all who
were slain on the earth.”
“The religious and commercial/political
systems embodied in Babylon will commit
unspeakable atrocities against God’s
people (6:10; 11:7; 13:7,15; 17:6; 19:2). God
will avenge that slaughter of His people.”
(19:2). – Dr. John MacArthur
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So…What’s it to me?

802

War, Peace and Judgment
Revelation 19:1-20:15

The Beginning of the End
and the End of the
Beginning – Pt. 18

803

Introduction:
Four Pictures
A Beautiful Bride
A large group of circling vultures
A really evil criminal in chains being led to
prison
A courtroom with a defendant before a
judge
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The Last Great War
– Revelation 19:1-21

809

Greek “allelouia” = Praise to God – 4
times used in the N.T. are here
 Because

of God’s deliverance
 Because of God’s justice
 Because God crushes man’s
rebellion
 Because God is Sovereign
 Because of God’s communion
with man
810
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A. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
– Revelation 19:1-10
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1. Hallelujah – The Great Harlot has
been judged
a. From the heavenly multitudes – Revelation
19:1-3 - After these things I heard a loud voice of
a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia!
Salvation and glory and honor and power belong
to the Lord our God! 2 For true and righteous are
His judgments, because He has judged the great
harlot who corrupted the earth with her
fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood
of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again they said,
“Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!”
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b. From the twenty fours elders –
Revelation 19:4 - And the twenty-four
elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshiped God who sat on the
throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!”

813
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c. From the throne – Revelation 19:5 Then a voice came from the throne,
saying, “Praise our God, all you His
servants and those who fear Him,
both small and great!”

Small and great = everyone who
is a believer
814

2. Hallelujah – The Bride has made
herself ready
a. The Lord God reigns – Revelation 19:6
- And I heard, as it were, the voice of a
great multitude, as the sound of many
waters and as the sound of mighty
thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the
Lord God Omnipotent reigns!
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Omnipotent = Almighty

See 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7,14;
19:6 & 15; 21:22
 “The

great praise of the multitude
sounds like a massive crashing of
waves.” John MacArthur
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“In his oratorio of “The Messiah,” Handel
has correctly caught the climax:
“Hallelujah! for the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.” This is the hour for which the
church has prayed and longed, and all
creation has groaned” KJV Bible
Commentary.
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b. The Wedding Day is here –
Revelation 19:7-8 - Let us be glad
and rejoice and give Him glory, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself
ready.” And to her it was granted to
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
bright for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints.
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See Ephesians 5:26-27 for Christ's
design for His Bride
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Hebrew Wedding Ceremony
1) Betrothal - God chose us for Christ
before the foundation of the world in
eternity past
2) Presentation - the festivities
preceded ceremony – The rapture
3) Ceremony (the exchanging of vows)
– Final supper signifies the ending of
the ceremony.
820

3. The invited are blessed
a. Write for God – Revelation 19:9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed
are those who are called to the
marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And
he said to me, “These are the true
sayings of God.”
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 Blessed

– enviable
 The ones having been called –
Fulfillment of Romans 8:29-30
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b. Worship of God – Revelation 19:10
- And I fell at his feet to worship him.
But he said to me, “See that you do
not do that! I am your fellow servant,
and of your brethren who have the
testimony of Jesus. Worship God!
For the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.”
Goal of all this is the worship and
glory God
823

B. The Supper of the Great God –

Revelation 19:11-21

824

1. The triumphal entry – Revelation

19:11-16
a. His arrival – Revelation 19:11-12 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold,
a white horse. And He who sat on him
was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes
war. His eyes were like a flame of fire,
and on His head were many crowns.
He had a name written that no one
knew except Himself.
825
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Fulfills Acts 1:9-11 &Revelation 1:7
 Horse

as opposed to Mule –

Zechariah 9:9 and 14:1-9

 He

is faithful to His promise
to His Character
 Judges & wars with justice
 Eyes like fire – knows everything
 Many crowns (diadems) – rules
everything
 True
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b. His adornment - Revelation 19:13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in
blood, and His name is called The
Word of God.
Blood is that of His enemies
Word of God – John 1:1
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c. His armies – Revelation 19:14 - And
the armies in heaven, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, followed Him
on white horses.
Coming not for His own but with His own
They don’t even have to fight
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d. His accessories – Revelation 19:15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp
sword, that with it He should strike the
nations. And He Himself will rule them
with a rod of iron. He Himself treads
the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God
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Fulfillment of Matt. 24:30
The word for “sword” (Greek
“rhomphaia”) was used of an very
long sword
Emphasis –He himself rules with a
rod of Iron
Emphasis – He himself treads the
fierceness of God’s wrath
830

e. His acclaim – Revelation 19:16 And He has on His robe and on His
thigh a name written: KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Βασιλεὺς βασιλέων καὶ κύριος
κυρίων
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2. The triumphal ending – Revelation

19:17-21

a. The invitation concerning the enemies of God Revelation 19:17-18 - Then I saw an angel
standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud
voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst
of heaven, “Come and gather together for the
supper of the great God, that you may eat the
flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who
sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and
slave, both small and great.”
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All birds invited to a feast of flesh
Supper provided by the great God
(Jesus)
Small and great – without
distinction
Not so much a battle but an
execution
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b. The destruction concerning the
enemies of God
1. Their folly – Revelation 19:19 - And I
saw the beast, the kings of the earth,
and their armies, gathered together to
make war against Him who sat on the
horse and against His army.
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See Revelation 16:14&18
Last desperate attempt to reject
God’s rule
See Ezekiel 38- 39
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2. Their fate
a. The beast and false prophet - Revelation 19:20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the
false prophet who worked signs in his presence,
by which he deceived those who received the
mark of the beast and those who worshiped his
image. These two were cast alive into the lake of
fire burning with brimstone.
b. The rest – Revelation 19:21 - And the rest were
killed with the sword which proceeded from the
mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the
birds were filled with their flesh.
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In a second it appears to all be over.
Birds have their fill.
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The Millennial Peace –

Revelation 20:1-10

838

A. The Extermination of Satan’s Reign –
Revelation 20:1-3- Then I saw an angel
coming down from heaven, having the key to
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his
hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that
serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him
up, and set a seal on him, so that he should
deceive the nations no more till the thousand
years were finished. But after these things he
must be released for a little while.
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Satan’s demise
 He

and his demons placed in a
bottomless pit (Revelation 9:1-2
& 2 Peter 2:4
 Pit is sealed
 1000 years (chillioi – 1000 yrs.)
 Will dramatically effect the world
 He can’t do his work of deception
840
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B. The Extension of Christ’s Reign –
Revelation 20:4-6
1. The participants - Revelation 20:4a And I saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was committed to them.
Then I saw the souls of those who had
been beheaded for their witness to Jesus
and for the word of God, who had not
worshiped the beast or his image, and
had not received his mark on their
foreheads or on their hands.
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People of the Millennium
 Glorified

saints – the 12 apostles
and others – Here - those on
thrones
 Those beheaded/executed
during tribulation now risen
 Those who make it through
Tribulation without the mark of
the beast –Matthew 25:31-46
842

2. The period – Revelation 20:4b-5 And they lived and reigned with
Christ for a thousand years. But the
rest of the dead did not live again
until the thousand years were
finished.
These live and reign with Chirst
Still others to come – see Rev. 20:11-15

843

281

3. The pronouncement –Revelation
20:6 - Blessed and holy is he who has
part in the first resurrection. Over
such the second death has no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years.
Being part of the next resurrection is
not blessed – See rev. 20:11-15
Blessed if invited to wedding
Blessed if part of this resurrection
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This is the golden age of Israel spoken of
and anticipated by the Old Testament
Prophets

a. One harvest follows another - Amos
9:13-14
b. Injustices removed - Ps. 72:12-13
c. Long life - Is. 65:20
d. Healing of deformities - Is. 29:17-18
e. Partial removal of the curse
f. See also Is. 35:1-10
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C. The End of Satan and His followers
– Revelation 20:7-10
1. Deception – Revelation 20:7 – 8 - Now
when the thousand years have expired,
Satan will be released from his prison
and will go out to deceive the nations
which are in the four corners of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle, whose number is as
the sand of the sea.
846
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After 1000 years of a perfect reign by
Jesus Christ, the enemy is still able
to get up an army, a large army – It
will be made up of the adult children
of those believers who entered the
Millennium
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2. Destruction – Revelation 20:9 They went up on the breadth of the
earth and surrounded the camp of the
saints and the beloved city. And fire
came down from God out of heaven
and devoured them.
Jesus is reigning from Jerusalem
It is over very quickly
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3. Damnation – Revelation 20:10 - The
devil, who deceived them, was cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone
where the beast and the false prophet
are. And they will be tormented day
and night forever and ever.
Eternal punishment – tormented = Greek
“basanizo” – suffer torment and anguish
Night and day – no breaks
Unto the ages of ages - Revelation 14:10
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The Great White Throne
Judgment – Revelation 20:11-15

850

A. It’s Place – Revelation 20:11- Then I
saw a great white throne and Him
who sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away. And
there was found no place for them.
Picture of 2 Peter 3:10
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B. Its Participants – Revelation 20:12a
- And I saw the dead, small and great,
standing before God……
Everyone without distinction
See Hebrews 10:31

852
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C. Its Process – Revelation 20:12b-14 - And
books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the
dead were judged according to their works, by
the things which were written in the books.
The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who
were in them. And they were judged, each one
according to his works. Then Death and
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death.
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The process
 Life

books are opened
 Book of Life is opened
 Judged by what ones done as written
in books
 Not in the Book of Life – Lake of fire
 Actually a sentencing hearing
 For Book of life – See Daniel 12:1 and
Revelation 3:5, 13:8; 17:8; 21:27;
22:19; and Luke 10:20
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D. Its Punishments – Revelation
20:15- And anyone not found written
in the Book of Life was cast into the
lake of fire.
Saddest words in Scripture
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So…What’s it to me?

856

Welcome Home
Revelation 21:1 - 22:21
The Beginning of the End and
the End of the Beginning
Pt. 19
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Introduction:

858
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860

861
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862

Let me take you on a tour
of our new home.

863

A. The City’s Place - Where is
this city? Revelation 21:1-2 - Now I saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed
away. Also there was no more sea.
Then I, John, saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.
864
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It is in the context of a new heaven
and a new earth
2 Peter 3:10 - But the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with
a great noise, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it will be
burned up.
866

Interesting Greek Words

- kainos - different, brand new
- aperchomai - to go away, depart,
pass away - via fire, earth’s core
is molten lava
- katabaino - coming down
descending – thus a heavenly city
- etoimazo - to make ready
-kosmozo - adorned - as in
cosmetic, bring order
867
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Isaiah 65:17-18 - For behold, I create
new heavens and a new earth;
And the former shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be
glad and rejoice forever in what I
create; For behold, I create Jerusalem
as a rejoicing, And her people a joy.

868

The Bible Story - From a garden
to a city
See also - Is. 66:22, Psalm 102:25&26

869

B. The City’s Base - Why is this
city built? - Revelation 21:3-8

870
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1. It is built to be a dwelling place of
God with His People
Revelation 21:3-4 - And I heard a loud
voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His
people. God Himself will be with them and
be their God. And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; there shall be
no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.
There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away.”

871

Clarifications
 Heaven

- better “throne”
 “skenosei” - to tent with
 “ezaleipho” - to wipe away or
wipe out
 “akruoe” - one tear
 “peethos” - mourning
 “krauge” - in grief because of
anxiety
872

No Tears

873
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2. It is built to be an inheritance
from God for His people
Revelation 21:6-7 - And He said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I will give of the
fountain of the water of life freely to him who
thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all
things, and I will be his God and he shall be
My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving,
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have
their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

874

Observations
 Alpha

and Omega – Cp. Rev. 1:8

and 22:13

 Freely

- from didomi - freely,
without cost
 Note prepared in 1 Cor. 2:16
 Note overcomers 1 Jn. 5:4-5, note
also 1 Jn 2:13-14
 Born once die twice, born twice,
die one
875

 “porneo”

- get pornography from
 “pharmakos” - one who mixes
drugs for sorcery
 “psuedes” – fake - All liars
 Inheritance is the lake of fire
 See Matt. 25:41

876
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C. The City’s Space - What does this
city look like? - Revelation 21:9-21

877

1. The skyline - Revelation 21:9b - 11 “Come, I will show you the bride, the
Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me away in
the Spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me the great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God, having the glory of God. Her
light was like a most precious stone, like
a jasper stone, clear as crystal

878

Some Notes
 Glory

= “doxa” - get doxology
 “phoaster” - light giving source
 “timiotastos” - superlative of
expensive, thus very expensive
 jasper = diamond

879
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2. The layout - Revelation 21:12-14 - Also
she had a great and high wall with twelve
gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and
names written on them, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel: three gates on the east, three
gates on the north, three gates on the
south, and three gates on the west. Now
the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them were the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

880

Inscriptions
 Names

on the gate – Tribes of

Israel
 Names on Foundations – the
apostles
 Foundations - stout oblong
blocks
 See Ephesians 2:20

881

3. The dimensions - Revelation 21:1617 - The city is laid out as a square;
its length is as great as its breadth.
And he measured the city with the
reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its
length, breadth, and height are equal.
Then he measured its wall: one
hundred and forty-four cubits,
according to the measure of a man,
that is, of an angel.
882
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 1363

Translation

miles long by 1363 miles wide
by 1363 miles high - 2.5 billion
square miles, enough for 100 billion
people (Rev. 7:9)
 Upstate NY to lower Florida – long
 Virginia to Colorado - wide
 Reaching into space
 216 feet thick wall - three quarters of
a football field
 Not meant to contain us

883
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4. The materials - Revelation 21:18-21
a. The walls and structures - Rev. 21:18 The construction of its wall was of
jasper; and the city was pure gold, like
clear glass.
- Perfect diamond – no imperfections
- Perfect gold – clear, no imperfections

885
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b. The foundation of the walls - Rev. 21:19-20 The foundations of the wall of the city were
adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the
first foundation was jasper (diamond), the
second sapphire (blue), the third chalcedony
(agate, green), the fourth emerald (light
green), the fifth sardonyx (red & white), the
sixth sardius (blue & red), the seventh
chrysolite (gold), the eighth beryl (greenish
blue), the ninth topaz, (greenish yellow) the
tenth chrysoprase (apple green), the eleventh
jacinth (bluish purple) , and the twelfth
amethyst (purple).

886
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c. The gates - Revelation 21:21a - The
twelve gates were twelve pearls:
each individual gate was of one
pearl.

- Think of the size of that oyster

888
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d. The streets - Rev. 21:21b - And
the street of the city was pure gold,
like transparent glass.
- broad streets

890

891
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D. The City’s Pace - What happens in
this city? - Revelation 21:22 - 22:1-5

892

1. Its Sufficiency - Revelation 21:22-23
- But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. The city had no need of the
sun or of the moon to shine in it, for
the glory of God illuminated it. The
Lamb is its light.

893

a. No Temple - total access - God will
never tire of us or we of Him
Temple - naos - holy of holies
b. No Need
lychonos - light source
See Isaiah 60:19

894
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2. Its Security - Revelation 21:25-26 Its gates shall not be shut at all by
day (there shall be no night there).
And they shall bring the glory and
the honor of the nations into it.
Total peace
Lit. In no wise - double negative

895

No Insecurity

896

3. Its Exclusivity - Revelation 21:27 But there shall by no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes an
abomination or a lie, but only those
who are written in the Lamb’s Book
of Life.
Total holiness
Defiles = that which is common
by no means - double negative
exception - those whose name is in the
Lamb’s book of life

897
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No sin or sinner

898

4. Its Prosperity - Revelation 22:1-3 -And
he showed me a pure river of water of life,
clear as crystal, proceeding from the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the
middle of its street, and on either side of
the river, was the tree of life, which bore
twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit
every month. The leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations. And there
shall be no more curse, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His
servants shall serve Him.

899

 Perfect

prosperity - cp. Ps. 46:4-

5, Gen. 2:9-10

 No

strife

900
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No Curse

901

5. Its Intimacy - Revelation 22:4 They shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their foreheads.

902

No Veil - face to face

903
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6. Its eternality - Revelation 22:5 - There shall
be no night there: They need no lamp nor
light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them
light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
Hebrews 12:22-23 - But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly
and church of the firstborn who are
registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all,
to the spirits of just men made perfect...

904

No End
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E. The City’s Face – Who is in the city
- Revelation 22:6-29

906
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1. Inclusion – Revelation 22:12-14 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and
My reward is with Me, to give to every
one according to his work. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End, the First and the Last.”
Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may have
the right to the tree of life, and may
enter through the gates into the city.
907

2. Exclusion – Revelation 22:15 - But
outside are dogs and sorcerers and
sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters, and whoever loves and
practices a lie.
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3. Invitation – Revelation 22:17 - And
the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”
And let him who hears say, “Come!”
And let him who thirsts come.
Whoever desires, let him take the
water of life freely.

909

303

4. Prohibition – Revelation 22:18-19 For I testify to everyone who hears
the words of the prophecy of this
book: If anyone adds to these things,
God will add to him the plagues that
are written in this book; and if
anyone takes away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part from the Book of
Life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.
910

In Summary
 The
 The
 The
 The

Place
Base
Space
Pace
No Tears, No temple, No Need,
No Insecurity, No Sin/Sinner. No
Curse, No Veil, No End

 The

Face

911

Closing Commentary

Promise – Revelation 22:20a - He
who testifies to these things says,
“Surely I am coming quickly.”
Prayer – Revelation 22:20b-21 Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all. Amen.
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John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be
troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in Me. In My Father’s house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am,
there you may be also.”

913

We can only imagine!!!

Welcome Home!!!!
914
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