
First Words

We struggle with self will in our ______________ – James 4:1-6

(I need to have something)

A. The _________________ regarding my desires   vs .1-3

James 4:1-3 - What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? 

Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and 

do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 

quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not 

receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.

1. My selfish desires dominate my ______________

1 Peter 2:11 - Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 

from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

2. My selfish desires dominate my _____________

Titus 3:3 - For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, 

slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and 

envy, hated by others and hating one another. 

3. My selfish desires dominate my ______________

1 John 5:14-15 - And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that 

if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know 

that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 

that we have asked of him.

B. The ________________ of my desires   vs.4-6

James 4:4-6 - You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship 

with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 

friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose 

it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the 

spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. 

Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.”

1. I am ______________ God

Ephesians 5:5 - For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is 

sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), 

has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

2. I am _______________ against God

1 John 5:19 - We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies 

in the power of the evil one.

3. I am _________________ by God

Psalm 138:6 - For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, but 

the haughty he knows from afar.

We struggle with self will in our ____________ – James 4:11-12

(I need to say something)

A. The _______________ of my dialogue vs. 11a

James 4:11a - Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one 

who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against 

the law and judges the law.

1. I am placing myself above my __________

2. I am placing myself above the ___________

B.  The _______________ of my dialogue vs. 11b-12

James 4:11b-12 - But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the 

law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able 

to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?

1. I don’t think of myself as a doer but as a ____________

Matthew 7:1-2 - “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the 

judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you 

use it will be measured to you.”

2. I don’t think of myself as a subject but as the ________

Romans 14:4 - Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of 

another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will 

be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
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We struggle with self will in our ________________ – James 4:13-17

(I need to do something)

A. The ________________ in my decision making vs. 13-14

James 4:13-14 - Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go 

into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 

profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your 

life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.

1. I assume it is my ____________

2. I assume I will be here _______________

3. I assume I can control the _______________

B. The _________________ to my decision making vs. 15-17

James 4:15-17 - Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such 

boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, 

for him it is sin.

1. The ________________ approach

Romans 1:10 - Always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I 

may now at last succeed in coming to you.

2. The ______________ approach 

Luke 12:16-20 - And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 

man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for 

I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 

down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 

and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods 

laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to 

him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’

• Scriptures greatest negative example – Isaiah 14:12-14

• Scriptures greatest positive example – Hebrew 10:5-7, Luke 2:29, 

John 5:30 & Matthew 26:39-44 

• Scriptures greatest exhortation – Matthew 16:24


