
First Words 

A. To be a follower of Islam is to follow the words of Mohammad the 

prophet. 

• He is born in around 570 AD is the city of Mecca. Not much is known 

of his early life. 

• Around age 25 he married a wealthy widow named Khadijah. 

• He had both Jewish and Christian influences in his life. 

• By age 40 he had rejected the polytheism around him and embraced 

monotheism, one God, Allah (The Arabic word for God). 

• In 610 AD he received his first revelation from the angel Gabriel. 

• He had many further revelations until his death in 623 AD, and all 

these are contained in the Qur’an (recitations). 

• The Qur'an contains the word of Mohammad but was written down 

by others for he could neither read nor write. 

• He and those he converted ultimately were forced out of Mecca to 

Medina (“city of the prophet”) by the polytheistic people of Mecca. 

The date of their flight (The Hijara”), July 16, 622 AD, is celebrated 

as their beginning.

• After Mohammad’s death, Islam continued to spread geographically 

and numerically rapidly.  The successors to Mohammad are called the 

Caliph.       

B. To be a follower of Islam is to embrace these beliefs

1. God – God is one and there is no partner to be associated w/Him

2. Angels – In the gap between God of the Qur'an and mankind are 

Angels. The archangel Gabriel is the highest of these and each person is 

assigned two angels, one to record good deeds, one to record bad deeds

3. The Prophets of God  - There have been 124 prophets sent by Allah.

4. The Holy Books – The highest prophets have books of their own -

Moses (Torah), David (Psalms),  Jesus (The Gospels) and Mohammad 

(Qur'an). Only the Qur’an has been spared from corruption and it 

corrects the other books

5. The day of judgement – On that day each one’s good works will be 

weighed in the balance. If one’s good deeds outweigh the bad, one goes to 

paradise. If one’s bad works outweigh one’s good deeds one goes to hell. 

No assurance is possible regarding one’s eternal destiny in the here and 

now.

C. To be a follower of Islam is to have these obligations 

- The Five Pillars of Islam

1. To recite the Shahadah (to bear witness) – “I bear witness there is no 

God but Allah and that Muhammad is his messenger.”

2. To pray (Salat) – A Muslim is required to say 17 cycles (rak’a) of 

prayer each day. These cycles are spread over five times of prayer, dawn, 

noon, mid-afternoon, dusk and two hours after sunset facing Mecca 

having washed themselves in a specific manner (wundu).

3. To fast (Sawm) – In celebration of Mohammad receiving the Qu’ran in 

the ninth lunar month of Ramadhan Muslims fast from eating, drinking, 

smoking and sexual relations between sunrise and sundown.

4. To give alms (Zakat) – Muslims are commanded to give one fortieth 

(2.5%) of their income primarily to the poor and needy

5. To make the Pilgrimage (Hajj) – Every Muslim who can, is required to 

make a pilgrimage to Mecca in their lifetime.

• Islam means “submission” of the will of God

• All Muslims follow “sharia law ( sharia – “path to the watering place”) 

which comes from the Qur'an and the commentary on the Qur'an, the 

Hadith 

• Jihad – This is not one of the 5 Pillars but when circumstance arise 

either spiritually or physically, Muslims are to be involved in defense 

or advance Islam. If a Muslim should die in Jihad they are immediately 

transported to paradise.      



D. To be a follower of Jesus Christ verses to be a follower of Islam

1. In regard to one’s view of God

2. In regard to one’s view of the Bible and the Qur'an

3. In regard to one’s view of sin and salvation

4. In regard to one’s view of Jesus Christ

E. How should a follower of Jesus Christ view Islam?

1.A man-made religion not a divine road – Romans 3:10-11

2. An illustration of anti-Christ teaching – 1 John 2:22

3.An attempt to replicate the faith of Christians – 2 Cor 11:14-15

Why I am a follower of Jesus Christ and not a follower of Islam

1. _____________ Founder - Jesus is perfect and perfecting Savior who 

is our Prophet, Priest & King

2. ____________ - The Bible is the inspired  revelation of God that 

proves to be true

3. _____________ – The salvation of Jesus is not based on what I have

or can do but what He I has done

4. ______________ – The God of Islam is distance and retributing, the 

God of Christianity is personal and full of grace and mercy

5. ____________Eternity – The Paradise of Islam is not comparable to

the Heaven prepared by Jesus for his followers


